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The All Progressives Con-
gress (APC) primaries 
across the country which 
ended on Saturday have 

opened a revealing window into 
the power calculations already 
shaping Nigeria’s political fu-
ture ahead of  the 2027 general 
election. 

Beyond the emergence of  candi-
dates and the routine victory speech-
es lies a deeper story of  survival, 
elite bargaining, political resurrec-
tion and the growing influence of  
governors over the nation’s demo-
cratic architecture.

From Lagos to Kano, Imo to Ogun, 
and Delta to Kogi, the APC primaries 
have exposed one unmistakable real-
ity: the battle for political offices is no 
longer merely about governance. It 
is increasingly becoming a strategic 
battlefield for outgoing governors, 
returning political heavyweights, 
entrenched loyalists and power 
blocs seeking relevance, protection 
and influence in the next political 
dispensation.

In the Senate, the emerging list 
of  candidates reads almost like a 
reunion of  Nigeria’s political es-
tablishment. Former governors, 
former ministers, ex-senators and 
influential party figures are posi-
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On Thursday, the 450-megawatt 
Alaoji Open Cycle Power Plant in 
Abia State roared back to life af-
ter a three-year shutdown caused 

by disparities between metering 
and trading points – a billing dis-
pute.

During the three year inactivity 
of  the plant, debts also accumulated 
amid unresolved dispute, while the 
pipeline feeding the plant had faults 
that needed remedial works.

The plant had earlier endured 

temporary suspensions, including 
prolonged force majeure events re-
sulting from vandalism on major 
feed gas pipelines like the Northern 
Option Pipeline. 

Apart from the stagnant dispute 
during the period, the plant also re-
corded zero generation for 36 months 
and negatively impacted the econo-

my of  South-East Nigeria.
Sadly, Aba manufacturers / Dis-

tribution company lost a potential 
450MW of  power. The Nigerian 
Electricity Regulatory Commission  
data of  first quarter of  2024, also con-
firmed  that the plant generated zero 
electricity in six months during 
the period, highlighting the de-

gree of  its idleness.
Stakeholders say the return of  the 

450MW Aba Plant being managed 
by the Niger Delta Power Holding 
Company (NDPHC) is a boost for 
the country's erratic grid system 
which has lately caused national 
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E J I K E M E  O M E N A Z U
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 Julius Adegunna, a Lagos-based media 
executive, has lamented that the recent 
Oyo school abductions lasted over two 
hours without any intervention by 
security agencies, saying that it is un-
derstandable why security operatives 
always delay their responses to such 
attacks.

Recall that dare-devil terrorists on 
Friday, May 15, 2026 in an operation that 
reportedly lasted two hours, attacked Aho-
ro-Esinele, Oriire Local Government Area 
of  Ogbomoso, Oyo State, carted way over 40 
students and teachers, including the princi-
pal, Mrs. Alamu Folawe, killing one teacher, 
named, Michael Oyedokun.

Adegunna, one of  those who spoke to 
Sunday Independent on the development, 
maintained that it is a well-known fact that 

the terrorists and bandits have superior 
weapons than those of  Nigeria's security 
forces.

He maintained that the Nigerian secu-
rity operatives facing the terrorists with 
inferior weapons would put their lives at 
risk, moreso as the government’s support 
system for them cannot be trusted.

Adegunna stated: “Almost all Nigeri-
ans know what the government can do to 
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President Bola Ahmed Tinubu (second right), acknowledging crowd during the All Progressives Congress (APC) Presidential primary, 
held at Ward L2, Ikoyi in Lagos, on Saturday. 	 						           PHOTO: STATE HOUSE

APC Concludes Primaries Of Survival, Elite Bargainingtioning themselves for the 
Red Chamber in what many 
observers now describe as a 
carefully coordinated effort to 
consolidate political influence 
beyond state houses and exec-
utive offices.

GODFATHER GOVERNORS
In many states, governors 

clearly dictated the outcome 
of  the primaries, reinforcing 
long-standing concerns about 
the shrinking internal democ-
racy within political parties. In 
others, old political warriors 
once thought to have faded into 
irrelevance suddenly resurfaced, 
proving once again that in Nige-
rian politics, retirement is often 
temporary.

Nowhere is this more visible 
than in Imo State, where Gov-
ernor Hope Uzodimma is now 
at the centre of  the state’s APC 
structure with his emergence in 
the Imo West senatorial configu-
ration. The development further 
underscores the declining influ-
ence of  former Governor Rochas 
Okorocha, whose once formida-
ble political machinery appears 
to have lost its grip on the state’s 
APC dynamics.

Political analysts say the Sen-
ate is gradually becoming a pre-
ferred soft landing for outgoing 
governors who seek to maintain 
relevance after leaving office. Un-
like the uncertainty that follows 
retirement from executive office, 
a Senate seat guarantees contin-
ued visibility, influence in federal 
appointments, control over polit-
ical structures and proximity to 
national power.

The same pattern is visible 
in Ogun State where Governor 
Dapo Abiodun emerged in Ogun 
East, reinforcing speculations 
that governors are increasingly 
viewing the Senate as an exten-
sion of  executive power rather 
than a separate arm of  govern-

ment.
In Kwara, Governor Abdul-

Rahman AbdulRazaq also sur-
faced in the senatorial calcula-
tions, while in Yobe, Governor 
Mai Mala Buni emerged for Yobe 
East. In Gombe, Governor Inuwa 
Yahaya similarly appeared in the 
APC senatorial line-up.

For many Nigerians, the trend 
raises difficult questions about 
the future independence of  the 
National Assembly. Critics argue 
that if  governors simply move 
from Government Houses into 
the Senate, the upper legislative 
chamber could become even 
more aligned with executive in-
terests, weakening its oversight 
responsibilities.

In Abuja, a senior political 
strategist within the APC, who 
spoke on condition of  anonymity, 
described the development as “a 
strategic continuity plan.”

“Governors do not want to 
disappear after office,” he said. 
“The Senate gives them visibility, 
protection and negotiating pow-
er. It also allows them to retain 
control of  politics in their states.”

NOT TOO OLD TO RUN
But perhaps even more in-

triguing than the governors’ 
movement is the dramatic return 
of  old political actors many had 
assumed were nearing the twi-
light of  their careers.

In Kaduna, the re-emergence 
of  Shehu Sani under the APC 
platform has already generated 
intense conversations within 
northern political circles. Once 
a fierce critic of  elements within 
the APC and a prominent opposi-
tion voice, Shehu Sani’s return 
signals the fluid nature of  Nige-
rian politics where yesterday’s 
adversaries can quickly become 
today’s allies.

In Kano, former governor 

Ibrahim Shekarau has also 
staged another comeback at-
tempt, reminding observers that 
political relevance in Nigeria of-
ten depends less on ideology and 
more on enduring networks, alli-
ances and timing.

Benue State presents anoth-
er fascinating scenario with the 
emergence of  Gabriel Suswam. 
Once a dominant figure in the 
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP), 

Suswam’s reappearance with-
in APC political calculations re-
flects the growing migration of  
influential opposition figures 
toward the ruling party ahead 
of  2027.

Delta State may have pro-
duced one of  the most politically 
symbolic developments with the 
appearance of  former PDP vice 
presidential candidate Ifeanyi 
Okowa in the APC senatorial 
mix. For many analysts, Okowa’s 
movement represents more than 
personal political survival; it 
highlights the APC’s expanding 
capacity to absorb influential 
opposition structures across the 
country.

RECONFIGURATION OF ALLIANCES
A university lecturer in po-

litical science at the University 
of  Abuja, Dr. Samuel Adetunji, 
believes the primaries reveal 
a major transformation in the 
country’s political ecosystem.

“What we are witnessing is 
not just a primary election,” he 
said. “It is a reconfiguration of  
elite political alliances ahead of  
2027. The APC is consolidating 
power by attracting influential 
politicians from different camps 
while governors are ensuring 
post-office relevance.”

The outcome of  the primaries 
has also revealed the shrinking 
space for younger politicians 
and grassroots actors within the 

APC structure. In many states, 
candidates perceived to enjoy the 
backing of  governors or influen-
tial national figures appeared to 
have overwhelming advantages.

In Kogi State, the return of  
former governor Yahaya Bello to 
the political frontline has further 
reinforced the dominance of  es-
tablished political figures. Despite 
controversies surrounding his 
tenure and ongoing legal battles, 
Bello’s continued influence within 
the APC structure demonstrates 
the resilience of  entrenched polit-
ical networks in Nigeria.

The primaries have equally 
produced stories of  silent polit-
ical decline. Although several 
former senators and political 
heavyweights were not direct-
ly in contention, their dimin-
ished influence became obvious 
through the emergence of  rival 
structures and new alignments.

Observers point to the re-
duced visibility of  old political 
blocs in states such as Imo, Delta 
and Kogi as evidence that Nige-
ria’s political landscape is un-
dergoing another phase of  tran-
sition where control increasingly 
rests with governors and their 
loyalists.

EXCLUSIVITY OF POWER BROKERS
Yet beyond the elite calcula-

tions and strategic manoeuvres, 
ordinary Nigerians appear large-
ly disconnected from the inter-
nal contests dominating party 
politics.

At Bodija Market in Ibadan, 
a trader, Mrs. Kemi Afolabi, 
expressed frustration over the 
growing distance between poli-
ticians and citizens.

“These people only remember 
the people during elections,” she 
said. “Whether governor, senator 
or minister, it is the same faces 
every time while ordinary Nige-

rians continue to suffer.”
In Beere area of  Ibadan, a 

commercial motorcyclist, Isiaka 
Bello, questioned the obsession 
with political recycling.

“They leave one office today 
and enter another tomorrow,” he 
lamented. “But has life improved 
for the common man?”

For many citizens battling in-
flation, insecurity and economic 
hardship, the political calcula-
tions unfolding within the APC 
appear disconnected from daily 
realities. However, political ob-
servers warn that the compo-
sition of  the next Senate could 
have profound consequences for 
governance, economic reforms 
and democratic accountability in 
the coming years.

Security analyst Kabiru Ada-
mu believes the Senate emerging 
from the current political trend 
may become one of  the most pow-
erful in recent history because 
of  the calibre of  political actors 
involved.

“When you have former 
governors, ex-ministers and en-
trenched political figures dom-
inating the Senate, it changes 
the power equation completely,” 
he explained. “Such a Senate 
can either stabilise governance 
through experience or weaken 
accountability if  loyalty to polit-
ical interests overrides national 
interest.”

FEAR OF VOTER APATHY
There are also concerns that 

the growing dominance of  gover-
nors in candidate selection may 
deepen voter apathy and internal 
party crises. Already, reports of  
disputes, parallel primaries and 
disagreements have surfaced in 
several states where aspirants ac-
cused party leaders of  imposing 
candidates.

Despite these tensions, the 
APC appears determined to en-
ter the 2027 elections with a for-
midable political coalition built 
around incumbency, strategic 
defections and experienced po-
litical operators.

The inclusion of  female can-
didates such as Idiat Oluranti 
Adebule, Muheebah Dankaka 
and Kene Chiedu Ngozi Bene-
dicta has also drawn attention, 
though many advocates insist 
female representation remains 
far below expectations.

As the dust settles on the 
primaries, one reality is becom-
ing increasingly clear: the APC 
Senate race is no longer merely 
about legislative representation. 
It is now a fierce contest for po-
litical survival, succession plan-
ning and long-term influence in 
a rapidly evolving power struc-
ture.

For President Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu and the APC leadership, 

the emerging Senate configura-
tion could provide a strong sup-
port base for governance and 
policy implementation after 2027. 
But for critics, it also raises fears 
about the concentration of  power 
among a familiar political elite 
whose dominance continues to 
shape Nigeria’s democracy.

Whether the emerging Senate 
empire ultimately strengthens 
governance or deepens elite con-
trol remains uncertain. What is 
undeniable, however, is that the 
APC primaries have already 
redrawn significant parts of  Ni-
geria’s political map — and the 
battle for 2027 has truly begun.

TINUBU’S VERDICT
President Bola Tinubu on 

Saturday described the conduct 
of  the 2026 All Progressives Con-
gress (APC) primaries nation-
wide as a strong demonstration 
of  internal democracy within the 
ruling party.

President Tinubu stated 
this after he participated in the 
APC Presidential Primaries at 
Ikoyi-Obalende Ward L2 in La-
gos, noting that the exercise has 
further deepened the democratic 
process.

The President, who arrived 
at the venue alongside his wife, 
Sen. Oluremi Tinubu, was re-
ceived by the Lagos State Gov-
ernor, Babajide Sanwo-Olu, 
Lagos APC Chairman, Pastor 
Conerlius Ojelabi, Minister of  
Industry, Trade and Investment, 
Dr Jumoke Oduwole, and former 
Minister of  Finance, Wale Edun, 
among other party leaders.

The President commended 
party members for their orderly 
conduct, enthusiasm, and com-
mitment to democratic values.

"This is a demonstration of  in-
ternal democracy, and it has been 
going on very well according to 
plan. This is grassroots politics 
where every member of  the par-
ty has the right to participate. 

“It shows that we have inter-
nal democracy and it’s peaceful 
and well organised.

On the conduct of  the prima-
ries across the states, President 
Tinubu said, "I am very satisfied 
that governors have done well 
in their various states, from the 
ward congresses to Local Gov-
ernment congresses to the del-
egate accreditation, validation, 
membership registration and 
the certification of  the electoral 
process. It has been done very 
well, and with this, you could 
rate democracy at a high level."

He reiterated that APC re-
mains committed to transparent 
and inclusive democratic pro-
cesses that give party members 
at the grassroots the opportunity 
to freely choose their leaders and 
representatives, emphasising 
that their involvement remains 
the foundation for sustainable 
democratic development.

S A M U E L  O G I D A N , 
A B UJA 

Ahead of  Africa Democratic Con-
gress (ADC) presidential primaries 
scheduled for Monday, May 25, one 
of  the three aspirants, Mohammed 
Hayatu-Deen, has declared that the 
party now faces a defining choice 
between “serious leadership” and 
“recycled politics.”

Delivery what amounted to 
his closing argument to party 
stakeholders ahead of  Monday’s 

presidential primary election, 
Hayatu-Deen said Monday is not 
merely about selecting a candi-
date, but also about determining 
whether the ADC is truly serious 
about rescuing Nigeria. 

Speaking at the “MHD for 
ADC” North Central Townhall 
held in Abuja, Hayatu-Deen 
urged delegates and stakeholders 
to treat the primary not merely 
as an internal party exercise, but 
as a historic decision that could 
shape Nigeria’s future direction 

ahead of  the 2027 general elec-
tion.

“The ADC primary is now 
only two days away. Monday 
is not merely about selecting 
a candidate. Monday is about 
determining whether the ADC 
is truly serious about rescuing 
Nigeria and offering Nigerians 
a credible alternative to the failed 
politics they have endured for too 
long,” he said. 

In a speech that blended per-
sonal testimony, policy direction, 

and a direct appeal for support, 
Hayatu-Deen positioned himself  
as the candidate best equipped to 
unite Nigerians across regions, 
generations, and religious di-
vides, while also warning the 
party against presenting what 
he described as “a recycled can-
didate carrying old political bur-
dens and failed ideas.

“I am not on the carousel of  
the same old faces that Nigerians 
have seen for decades. I carry no 
political baggage. I owe no godfa-

thers. What I bring is experience, 
credibility, integrity, calm lead-
ership, and a practical recovery 
plan for Nigeria.”

Addressing stakeholders from 
across the North Central region, 
Hayatu-Deen anchored much 
of  his remarks on the worsen-
ing insecurity, displacement, 
unemployment, and economic 
decline affecting communities 
from Benue and Plateau to Niger, 
Nasarawa, and Kogi States. He 
described the continued attacks 

on farming communities as both 
a humanitarian and economic 
tragedy, warning that “a nation 
cannot prosper when the region 
that feeds it is bleeding.”

Drawing from his personal 
experience growing up in Bor-
no State, where his sister was 
kidnapped and held captive for 
three years, Hayatu-Deen said 
security under his leadership 
would no longer be treated as a 
political slogan, but as the first 
responsibility of  government.

ADC Faces Choice Between Serious Leadership, Recycled Politics – Hayatu-Deen
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Leading provider of  digital and 
connectivity services, Globacom, 
is celebrating the legacy of  the 
late Awujale of  Ijebuland, Oba 
Sikiru Adetona, at this year's 
Ojude Oba festival. This marks 
the 21st consecutive edition of  
the cultural event supported by 
the company.

Themed, "Ojude Oba 2026: Cel-
ebrating the Legacy of  Oba Siki-
ru Adetona", the event is taking 
place at the Festival Arena oppo-
site the royal palace in Ijebu Ode. 

The celebration honours the 
remarkable achievements of  the 
revered monarch, who joined his 
ancestors on July 13, 2025, after 
an illustrious 65-year reign.

Globacom affirmed in a 
statement issued in Lagos that 
Oba Adetona's commitment to 
preserving and promoting Ijebu 
culture, traditions and values in-
spired the company's long-stand-
ing support for the festival.

According to the company, 
its involvement in this year's 
celebration goes beyond spon-
sorship and reflects a desire to 
honour the legacy of  a monarch 
whose vision and dedication ele-
vated Ojude Oba into one of  Ni-
geria's most respected cultural 
events.

"For us, this year's edition is 
not just about sponsoring the 
festival as we have done over the 

past twenty years. It is about cel-
ebrating the exemplary legacies 
of  the revered father, Oba Adeto-
na, who spared no efforts to place 
the festival on an enviable pedes-
tal," the company stated.

During his reign, Oba Adeto-
na transformed Ojude Oba into 
a unifying platform that brought 
together Ijebu sons and daugh-
ters from across the world, re-
gardless of  religious affiliation. 

It was this commitment to 
unity and cultural preservation 
that inspired Globacom to begin 
supporting the celebration 21 
years ago.

Over the past two decades, the 
company's support has helped 
the event grow into a globally 
recognized cultural gathering 
that attracts visitors, dignitaries 
and tourists from within and out-
side Nigeria.

Reaffirming its commitment 
to promoting Nigeria's rich cul-
tural heritage, Globacom said it 
will continue to support Ojude 
Oba as part of  its broader efforts 
to showcase the country's culture 
and traditions on the global stage.

Oba Adetona was enthroned 
on April 2, 1960, and reigned for 
65 years. Under his leadership, 
Ojude Oba grew significantly in 
profile and popularity, cementing 
its place as one of  Nigeria's fore-
most cultural festivals.

Alaoji’s 450MW Return After Three 
Years Sparks Hope For Stable Power

Glo Pays Tribute To Awujale Adetona At 2026 Ojude Oba 

Governor of Abia State Alex Otti (middle) during the visit of Engr. Jennifer Adighije, the Managing Director, Niger Delta Power 
Holding Company (NDPHC), recently.

embarrassment on account 
of  frequent blackout.

They also say the restoration 
of  the plant came at the right 
time Nigeria needed stable 
grid and increased electricity 
to power its industrialization 
drive in line with the Renewed 
Hope Agenda of  President Bola 
Tinubu administration.

PATH TO REVIVAL
At a recent meeting to the 

governor of  Abia State, Alex 
Otti, the Managing Director 
and Chief  Executive Officer of  
the Niger Delta Power Holding 

Company (NDPHC), Engr. Jenni-
fer Adighije, briefed her host on 
efforts being taken by her com-
pany to resuscitate the power 
plant for national use.

She told the governor that the 
plant's shutdown was further 
compounded by outstanding 
financial obligations, but she 
was not deterred by the inher-
ent challenges to put the plant 
in good shape.

She hinted that the resto-
ration of  the Alaoji plant became 

a top priority when she occupied 
the driver seat of  the NDPHC in 
2024.

She said: “The good news is 
that we have completed all reme-
dial works on the defective gas 
line. We have also fully defrayed 
our outstanding obligations to 
TotalEnergies, and gas supply 
to the plant has now been re-
stored."

She added that extensive elec-
tromechanical works had also 
been carried out on the plant, 
resulting in the successful resto-
ration of  three generating units: 
GT1, GT22 and GT23 which are 
now available to dispatch about 
375 megawatts of  electricity to 
the national grid.

She noted that the plant pos-
sesses adequate transmission 
infrastructure with no signif-
icant evacuation constraints, 
describing it as a strategic and 
viable generation asset capable 
of  supporting improved electric-
ity supply nationwide.

The NDPHC boss also laud-
ed the Abia State Government 
for its reforms in the electrici-
ty sector, particularly the Aba 
ring-fenced power arrange-
ment and the establishment of  
the state electricity regulatory 
agency.

She said the company was le-
veraging the provisions of  the 
Electricity Act and the evolving 
bilateral electricity market to 
partner with states and eligible 
customers in improving electric-
ity access across the country.

“We would love to form a 
strategic alliance with Abia 
State, considering your admin-
istration’s strong commitment 
to securing uninterrupted elec-

tricity supply for the people of  
the state,” she said.

IMPACT ON ABIA ECONOMY
Governor Otti commended 

the management of  NDPHC for 
restoring the Alaoji plant, saying 
the development was critical to 
economic growth and industri-
alisation in Abia State.

He said: “The last time I vis-
ited the Alaoji plant, it was re-
grettable that such huge capaci-
ty was lying idle. I am delighted 
to learn that the plant has now 
been brought back to life."

He disclosed that the plant 
could eventually be expanded 
from its current capacity to 800 
megawatts and later to about 
1,100 megawatts, subject to the 
availability of  funding.

He told his guest that elec-
tricity remains one of  the most 
critical drivers of  economic 
development and noted that his 
administration had prioritised 
investments in power infra-
structure since assuming office 
in 2023.

The governor further an-
nounced that the state gov-
ernment had ring-fenced the 
Umuahia electricity market 
and entered into an agreement 
with the Enugu Electricity Dis-
tribution Company to acquire 
electricity distribution assets 
covering Umuahia and sur-
rounding areas.

The state would require 
about 100 megawatts to service 
the eight local government ar-
eas under the Umuahia ring-
fence, while investments in re-
newable energy and mini-grid 
projects were also ongoing, he 
said.

He implored the state Com-
missioner for Power to work 
closely with NDPHC officials on 
modalities for wheeling electrici-
ty from the Alaoji plant to Umua-
hia and other parts of  the state.

He promised the NDPHC 
management of  the state gov-
ernment’s support and urged 
the company to remain steadfast 
despite prevailing challenges in 
the power sector.

PARTICIPATION, COMMERCIAL 
NEGOTIATIONS 

The Abia state government 
and the management of  NDPHC 
have expressed intent to tie com-
mercial partnership that would 
bring about reliable energy 
supply in the state, apart from 
the resuscitation of  the Alaoji 
Power Plant.

Speaking after a tour of  the 
facility, the Abia State Commis-
sioner for Power and Public Util-
ities, Engr. Monday Ikechukwu, 
assured Adighije of  the state 
government’s readiness to part-
ner with NDPHC.

He said the state was pre-
pared to commence commercial 
negotiations with the company, 
stressing that reliable electricity 
supply remains a major priority 
of  the administration.

WHAT EXPERTS SAY
Experts told SUNDAY INDE-

PENDENT that the restart of  
the 450 MW Alaoji Power Plant 
in Abia State, a key National In-
tegrated Power Project (NIPP) 
facility, represents a plus to the 
current drive to light up Nige-
ria and make power accessible 
to Nigerians.

They also said the revival of  
the power plant is a litmus test 
to the effectiveness of  the NIPP 
facility in closing electricity gap 
in Nigeria.

They emphasised the need 

for the government to resusci-
tate similar NIPP facilities in the 
country with a view to putting 
them to maximal use in electric-
ity value chain.

Rasheed Adeleke, an energy 
expert, believed that the revival 
of  the Alaoji Power Plant was 
in order and would serve the 
intended purposes.

He told SUNDAY INDEPEN-
DENT: "Rapid industrialization 
will return to the South-Eastern 
part of  the country as Alaoji 
Power Plant returns. The return 
of  the power plant also means 
the gradual death of  youth res-
tiveness and killings in the East, 
which will ultimately bring 
about robust economy.

"The impact will not be lim-
ited to the East alone, but also 
spread to other parts of  the coun-
try because the return of  the 
Alaoji Plant will woo more Nige-
rian investors and others outside 
the shores of  the country.''

He advised the government 
to consider reviving other idle 
or non-functional NIPP facilities 
in the country in order to ensure 
stable electricity and promote 
robust economy in Nigeria.

Corroborating Adeleke's 
position, another expert, Wale 
Sunmola, told SUNDAY INDE-
PENDENT that the return of  
the 450MW Alaoji Power Plant 
signals a paradigm shift in the 
management of  power infra-
structure in the country.

He cautioned the govern-
ment against politicising the 
gesture and underutilizing the 
benefits it will offer the country's 
power sector.

Above all, stakeholders 
agreed that the restoration of  
the  450 MW Alaoji Power Plant 
is a huge boost for Nigeria's 
power sector which should be 
reasonably sustained and main-
tained.
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J OY  A N I G B O G U
LAG OS

The Movement for Credible 
Elections (MCE) is set to con-
vene a high-level emergency 
stakeholders’ engagement on 
the 2027 general elections as part 
of  ongoing efforts to strengthen 
Nigeria’s democratic process and 
promote transparent and peace-
ful elections.

The parley, themed “Actual-
izing Credible 2027 Elections in 
Nigeria,” is scheduled to hold on 
Monday.

A press Statement on Sunday 
signed by the Media Coordinator 
of  MCE, James Ezema, noted 
that the engagement is designed 
to bring together eminent states-
men, political leaders, civil soci-
ety actors, labour leaders, legal 
luminaries, former electoral of-
ficials, youth advocates and rep-
resentatives of  political parties to 
deliberate and build cohesion on 
critical issues capable of  shaping 
the credibility of  the 2027 elector-
al process.

According to the statement, 
discussions at the engagement 
will focus on the Electoral Act 
2026, INEC Guidelines and 
Timelines, INEC’s Role in Party 
Crisis, the Judiciary and Inter-
nal Affairs of  Political Parties, 
growing insecurity and the 2027 
elections, as well as the adoption 
of  a Joint Action Plan for the 
2027 Elections and other nation-
al concerns. Participants have 
also been encouraged to attend 
with prepared statements on the 
identified thematic areas.

Among distinguished Nigeri-
ans invited are former Presidents 
Dr. Goodluck Ebele Jonathan and 
Chief  Olusegun Obasanjo, for-
mer Vice Presidents Atiku Abu-
bakar, and Prof  Yemi Osinbajo.

Others are former Indepen-
dent National Electoral Com-
mission (INEC) Chairman, Prof  
Attahiru Jega; labour leaders 
Comrade Joe Ajaero, Comrade 
Ayuba Wabba and Comrade Fes-

tus Osifo; constitutional lawyers 
and senior advocates including 
Chief  Wole Olanipekun, SAN, 
Dr Olisa Agbakoba, SAN, Barr 
Femi Falana, SAN, MCE leaders, 
Dr. Usman Bugaje, Dr Oby Eze-
kwesili, Prof  Pat Utomi, Prophet 
Isah El Buba, Mr. Frank Nweke, 
Jnr, Comrade Ene Obi, Senator 
Shehu Sanni, Amb Nkoyo Toyo, 
Dr Bilikisu Magoro, Prof  Chidi 
Odinkalu, Barr Mike Igini, Vet-
eran Olawale Okunniyi, along-
side other leading voices in 
governance and pro-democracy 
advocacy.

 Also expected to address 
stakeholders during the histor-
ic engagement are presidential 
aspirants and political leaders 
including Rt. Hon Chibuike 
Rotimi Amaechi, Dr Rabiu Musa 
Kwankwaso, Prince Adewole 
Adebayo, Comrade Omoyele 
Sowore, Rt. Hon Aminu Tam-
buwal, Dr Gbenga Olawepo 
Hashim, Mr. Peter Obi, Engr Seyi 
Makinde, Gov Bala Mohammed, 
Hon Peter Agada, IPAC Chair-
man, Alhaji Yusuf  Dantalle, as 
well as national officers of  ma-
jor political parties, civil society 
organisations, labour unions and 
pro-democracy movements.

 According to the statement, 
Dr. Oby Ezekwesili said the ini-
tiative became necessary in view 
of  growing national concerns 
surrounding electoral reforms, 
internal party democracy, judi-
cial interventions in the electoral 
process and their security impli-
cations ahead of  the 2027 general 
elections. 

“MCE Head of  National 
Secretariat, Olawale Okunniyi, 
noted that credible elections 
remain the foundation of  good 
democratic governance, nation-
al cohesion and stability and 
economic prosperity of  Nigeria, 
stressing that broad-based stake-
holders’ collaboration on credible 
elections is essential to restoring 
public confidence in Nigeria’s 
electoral system ahead of  the 
2027 elections.” 

2027: MCE To Engage 
Presidential Aspirants, Political 
Leaders, INEC, Others
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Tobore Oborevwori, wife 
of Governor, Delta State/
founder, You Matter 
Charity Foundation 
(right), presenting a 
cheque to Omonigho 
Oborevwori, the founder, 
Ruby Awareness Initiative 
Foundation, during the 
2026 Mental Health 
Conference, held at the 
Unity Hall, Government 
House, Asaba, Delta State. 	
    PHOTO: GODDY 
UMUKORO 

Oyo School Kidnap: What Security Agencies Must Do – Stakeholders 
overpower the bandits, but it 
would not do it. 

"Nigerians will never take 
the government seriously 
until they do the needful.

“The question then is: 
what is the needful? All apol-
ogists of  banditry should be 
arrested and be prosecuted.

“Nigerian government 
should encourage the secu-
rity forces by empowering 
them with superior weap-
ons, and they should be ap-
preciated where they have 
performed well.

“And this one; after due 
empowerment, wherever 
security forces fail to secure 
any community under dis-
tress, the military or police 
command in charge should 
be queried and punished, if  
found culpable.

“We can also add that 
the local communities un-
der threat should be duly 
educated, empowered and 
mobilised to know how to 
maintain a temporary resis-
tance against the attackers 
each time they come till the 
security forces arrive to take 
over.”

Dr Victor Mathew, a hu-
man rights promoter and 
security expert, said the 
issue of  late or no response 
by security agencies to crisis 
situations has been a recur-
ring decimal and a hallmark 
of  their activities.

Mathew, the Executive 
Director, Kingdom Advocacy 
Network (KAN), said the is-
sue of  late response could be 
seen as deliberate, prompted 
by the lack of  valour to con-
front the terrorists.

Mathew, CEO, Nextstep 
Security Organisation, con-
tinued: “Some of  our security 
agencies have cited lack of  the 
requisite firepower because 
these terrorists most times 
have an edge when it comes 
to arms and ammunition.

“Most of  the victims of  
terrorist attacks have this 
same story to tell, even when 
our military is notified well 
ahead of  time.

“A case in point was the 
Kebbi kidnap of  school 
girls, the military withdrew 
one hour before the attack 
took place. Till date nobody 
knows who gave the order 
for them to withdraw.

“The slow or lack of  re-
sponse from our security 
agencies will continue to 
impact negatively on the 
counter terrorism measures 
and is a dent on the security 
architecture of  the nation.

“To combat terrorism and 
other violent crimes, our se-
curity agencies must reduce 
the time it takes them to re-

spond to attacks.
“The terrorists know that 

help hardly comes when 
they are operating. So, they 
are leveraging that to perpe-
trate their hurtful activities.

“I will suggest that spe-
cially trained personnel be 
posted to all formations. 
These could be deployed 
within the shortest possible 
time to respond to attacks.  

“The current practice is 
just reactive, not proactive. 
I am an advocate of  the full 
deployment of  technology 
like drones, etc, to fight ter-
rorism.

“To keep doing the same 
thing and expect a different 
result is insanity. It is time to 
begin to do things differently, 
if  we are serious about tack-
ling insecurity.”

Tola Oresanwo, an activ-
ist, said that in terrorism or 
kidnapping situations, time 
is extremely critical because 
delayed response often gives 
attackers enough opportuni-
ty to escape with victims and 
weaken rescue efforts.

Oresanwo, Director of  
Administration and Pro-
grammes, Centre for An-
ti-Corruption and Open 
Leadership (CACOL), stated: 
“The Oyo incident exposes 
the need for a more proactive 
and intelligence driven secu-
rity structure, especially in 
vulnerable rural communi-
ties.

“Security agencies must 
improve rapid response sys-
tems, strengthen local intelli-
gence gathering, and deploy 
tactical units closer to high 
risk areas such as schools 
and isolated communities.

“There should also be 
stronger synergy among the 
police, military, local vigilan-
tes, and community leaders.

“Moreover, the attack is 
a pointer to the fact that the 
time to introduce Commu-
nity Policing is now, as the 
present arrangement is not 
yielding the desired fruits.

“We have dilly-dallied 
long enough on the issue 
and all the legislative and 
administrative modalities 
needed for the take off  of  
Community Policing must 
be put in place.

“Beyond reacting after at-
tacks occur, the government 
must invest in prevention 
through surveillance tech-
nology, better communica-
tion systems, and adequate 
security presence around 
schools to restore public con-
fidence and protect lives.”

Professor John Eb-
homien, an economist and 
All Progressives Congress 

(APC) chieftain, stated: 
“Based on reports of  the 
Oyo school abductions on 
May 15, 2026, the response 
mechanism showed both 
operational challenges and 
structural problems com-
mon in Nigeria’s count-
er-kidnapping effort.

On the delayed response, 
the Oyo Police PRO had stat-
ed: ‘It did not take too long. 
The communities are deep 
inside the forest terrain. Im-
mediately the report came, 
the Commissioner of  Po-
lice directed the Area Com-
mander, DPO, tactical teams, 
Amotekun operatives and 
local vigilantes to move in’.

“He added that operatives 
had to move cautiously be-
cause the abductors used 
victims as human shields.

‘The IGP later deployed 
additional detectives and the 
DHQ said the Armed Forces 
were deploying resources.

‘Rescue efforts were also 
disrupted by IEDs planted by 
the attackers, injuring sever-
al operatives.’

“My take on the response 
mechanism: The two-hour 
delay is a symptom, not the 
full story, but it is still a prob-
lem.

“Reports mention a 
two-hour gap before police 
reached the scene. Police 
attribute this to the location 
being ‘deep inside the forest 
terrain’ and the need for cau-
tion due to human shields.

“Both are real constraints. 
In rural Oyo/Kwara border 
areas, poor road access and 
limited forward bases mean 
tactical teams cannot tele-
port to the scene.

“But, two hours is still 

too long for an active mass 
abduction. By that time, at-
tackers had moved into the 
forest and begun using hos-
tages as cover.

“It highlights Nigeria’s 
urgent need for decen-
tralised rapid response ca-
pability at the LGA level.

“Strengths: Multi-agen-
cy activation and fol-
low-through: Once mobil-
ised, the response involved 
Police, Amotekun, local 
vigilantes, and later the mil-
itary.”

DISQUIET OVER INSECURITY 
Meanwhile, a team of  hu-

man rights lawyers operating 
under the Platinum & Taylor 
Hill LP, has condemned na-
tionwide insecurity, demand-
ing an immediate state action 
to check the trend.

The lawyers’ call followed 
the recent mass abduction 
school pupils and teachers 
on Friday, May 15, 2026, at 
Ahoro-Esinele, Oriire Local 
Government Area of  Ogbo-
moso, Oyo State on Friday, 
May 15, 2026,

The team, in a statement 
made available to Sunday 
Independent, expressed 
profound concern and deep 
dismay over the unchecked 
escalation of  banditry, kid-
napping and violent distur-
bances plaguing the nation, 
epitomised by the recent, 
horrific events in Oyo State.

The group, in the state-
ment signed by Barrister 
Olalekan Festus Ojo, Man-
aging Partner, lamented: 
“The vulnerable state of  
our national security was 
tragically laid bare on Fri-
day, May 15, 2026, during a 

coordinated onslaught in the 
Ahoro-Esinele, Oriire Local 
Government Area of  Ogbo-
moso, where heavily armed 
terrorists invaded Commu-
nity High School.

“This heinous raid result-
ed in the cold blooded mur-
der of  two educators and the 
forceful abduction of  over 40 
pupils and staff  members, 
including Community High 
School principal, Mrs. Ala-
mu Folawe.”

It further stated that the 
was further compounded by 
the fact that the body of  Mr. 
Michael Oyedokun, one of  
the slain teachers,  was being 
circulated publicly, further 
exposing the horrifying real-
ity of  the nation’s insecurity 
crisis

It added: “The subsequent 
release of  a distressing vid-
eo from the dense terrain of  
the Old Oyo National Park, 
showing traumatised chil-
dren and Mrs. Alamu mak-
ing urgent, emotional appeal 
for rescue, is a harrowing 
testament to the depths to 
which public safety has 
plummeted.

“As a firm anchored on 
the rule of  law, we view this 
unfolding national security 
crisis as a severe and sys-
temic infringement upon 
the fundamental human 
rights of  the populace, spe-
cifically violating the Right 
to Life (Section 33), the Right 
to Personal Liberty (Section 
35) and the Right to Freedom 
of  Movement (Section 41) as 
explicitly guaranteed un-
der the Constitution of  the 
Federal Republic of  Nigeria 
1999 (as amended), alongside 
equivalent protections un-

der the African Charter on 
Human and Peoples’ Rights.

“We must explicitly re-
mind the government that 
under Section 14(2)(b) of  our 
Constitution, the security 
and welfare of  the people is 
declared to be the primary 
purpose of  government; as 
the sole custodian of  the 
state’s instruments of  coer-
cion, the government’s fail-
ure to repel these criminal 
elements and protect sacred 
educational sanctuaries 
represents a fundamental 
breach of  its constitutional 
social contract.

“The continuous terrori-
sation of  innocent civilians, 
displacement of  families and 
destruction of  livelihoods 
demand immediate and 
decisive intervention from 
state and federal authorities 
to protect lives and preserve 
fundamental human rights.

Platinum and Taylor Hill 
LP stands in absolute soli-
darity with the resilient peo-
ple of  Ogbomoso during this 
dark period, while extending 
its deepest concern to every 
corner of  Nigeria currently 
grappling with grave securi-
ty challenges and persistent 
threats to human safety.

“We reiterate that no so-
ciety can thrive where fear 
overtakes freedom, schools 
become hunting grounds 
and insecurity undermines 
the dignity of  human life.”

The team stated that ed-
ucational institutions must 
never become theatres of  
terror and urgent measures 
must be implemented to 
guarantee the safety of  
schools, students and aca-
demic personnel nationwide.

2027: TVT Applauds Zonal, State Coordinators For Nationwide Mobilisation 

SUNDAY REPORT

A PATA  OY E N I R A N , 
LAG OS

Excited at the spontaneous 
mobilisation by state co-
ordinators, the National 
Central Working Council 
(NCWC) of  Tourism Van-
guard for Tinubu 2027 has 
commended its Zonal and 
State Coordinators for their 
swift response in establish-
ing functional structures 
across the country ahead 
of  the movement’s inaugu-

ral national meeting.
Hon. Apata Samson Nunayon, 

the National Coordinator of  the 
group, in a statement, praised the 
dedication, sacrifice and commit-
ment demonstrated by coordina-
tors in strengthening the organi-
sation’s presence nationwide.

Apata explained that the rap-
id mobilisation effort reflects 
the passion and determination 
of  members toward building a 
formidable and united structure 

in support of  President Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu’s 2027 political 
ambition.

TVT  noted that several zones 
and states had already activated 
operational councils in line with 
directives issued by the NCWC, 
describing the development as a 
major step towards consolidat-
ing the movement’s grassroots 
network.

Part of  the statement read: 
"The National Central Working 

Council (NCWC) of  Tourism 
Vanguard for Tinubu 2027 sin-
cerely appreciates all our com-
mitted Zonal and State Coordina-
tors who have swiftly responded 
to the directive of  the NCWC by 
putting functional councils and 
structures in place across their 
various zones and states.

"Your dedication, sacrifice, 
commitment, and prompt coor-
dination efforts clearly demon-
strate your passion for the 

growth and success of  this great 
movement. We are proud of  your 
leadership and unwavering sup-
port towards building a strong 
and united TVT National struc-
ture across Nigeria.

"Together, we move with one 
vision, one movement, and one 
destiny towards TINUBU 2027. 
Thank you all for your commit-
ment and cooperation.”

However, he urged coordina-
tors and leaders who are yet to 

complete or activate their state 
and zonal structures to do so 
without delay as preparations 
intensify for the forthcoming 
inaugural meeting involving the 
NCWC and other state and zonal 
executives.

Tourism Vanguard for Tinu-
bu 2027 is one of  the emerging 
support groups mobilising po-
litical backing and grassroots 
engagement ahead of  the 2027 
general elections in Nigeria.
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NEWS
lInsist He Can’t Hold Two Positions Same Time

S A M U E L  O G I D A N , 
A B UJA 

The African Democratic 
Congress (ADC) has moved 
into a decisive phase of  its 
internal political contest 
as it clears a total of  702 
aspirants to participate in 
its forthcoming primaries 
across various elective po-
sitions, setting the stage for 
a wide-ranging selection 
process ahead of  the next 
general election cycle.

According to figures released 
within the party structure, 513 

aspirants have been cleared to 
contest for seats in the House of  
Representatives, while 109 candi-
dates will compete for senatorial 
tickets. 

In the governorship category, 
80 aspirants have been approved 
to seek the party’s tickets. At the 
presidential level, three aspirants 
have emerged as contenders un-
der the platform.

The party has fixed its presi-
dential primary for Monday, May 
25, a development that signals 
the climax of  weeks of  internal 
screening, consultations, and po-

litical alignment within the ADC.
The presidential contest has 

drawn particular attention due to 
the calibre of  individuals seeking 
the party’s ticket. 

Among them is Atiku Abuba-
kar, a long-standing figure in Ni-
geria’s democratic politics with 
extensive experience in national 
governance and repeated bids for 
the presidency under different 
political platforms.

Also in the race is Rotimi 
Amaechi, a prominent political 
actor with executive experience 
at both state and federal levels, 

whose entry into the contest adds 
a strong organisational and po-
litical network dimension to the 
race.

The third aspirant is Ha-
yatu-Deen Mohammed, a techno-
cratic and private-sector-oriented 
contender whose campaign nar-
rative has generally been asso-
ciated with economic reform, 
governance efficiency, and insti-
tutional restructuring.

Within party circles, the con-
test is being viewed as a defining 
moment for the ADC, as it seeks 
to position itself  as a competitive 

alternative in the national politi-
cal landscape.

In line with established elec-
toral procedures, the Indepen-
dent National Electoral Commis-
sion (INEC) requires all political 
parties conducting primaries to 
adhere strictly to guidelines gov-
erning internal party democracy. 

These include proper noti-
fication of  primary elections, 
transparent delegate selection 
processes, accreditation of  ob-
servers, and submission of  can-
didates’ names within stipulated 
deadlines using official nomina-

tion forms. 
INEC also mandates that 

parties ensure that their prima-
ries are conducted in a peaceful, 
verifiable, and inclusive manner, 
consistent with the provisions of  
the Electoral Act.

The timetable for party 
primaries across the political 
space has largely been shaped 
by INEC’s broader election pro-
gramme, which compels parties 
to conclude internal nomina-
tions within specified windows 
ahead of  general election time-
lines. 

Orlu Senate Seat: Analysts Pick Holes In Uzodimma’s Primary Election Victory

ADC Clears 80 Govs, 109 Senate, 513 House Of Reps’ Hopefuls

Austine Anyanwu, Relationship Manager, Personal Pension Plan, Leadway Pensure PFA (left); Muda Yusuf, Chief Executive Officer, 
Centre for the Promotion of Enterprise/keynote speaker (second left); Idu Okwuosa-Okeahialam, Group Managing Director/CEO, 
Royal Exchange Plc (third left); Ibrahim Buwai, Head of Corporate Communications/representative of Director-General, National 
Pension Commission (middle); Tom Ogboi, Chairman, STI Leasing Ltd/Chairman of occasion (third right); Julius Odidi, Head, NAICOM 
Lagos Control Office (second right), and Chuks Udo Okonta, Publisher, Inspenonline/Promoter, Retirement Summit, during the 
Inspenonline Retirement Summit 2026, held in Lagos, on Wednesday. 	 		                 PHOTO: KINGSTON DANIEL 

E J I K E M E  O M E N A Z U
LAG OS

Some political commenta-
tors have taken a critical 
look at the recent victo-
ry of  Governor Hope 

Uzodimma of  Imo State, who 
emerged the All Progressives 
(APC) candidate for the Orlu 
Senatorial District after win-
ning the party’s primary for a 
legislative seat that is expected 
to become active at a time his 
tenure as the state’s Chief  Ex-
ecutive will not have expired.

Recall that Governor Uzo-
dimma, the incumbent Chair-
man of  the Progressives Gover-
nors’ Forum, had already spent 
eight years in the Senate before 
contesting to become the Imo 
State Chief  Executive.

Barrister Olalekan Festus 
Ojo, one of  those who spoke 
to Sunday Independent on the 
issue, stated that the develop-
ment raises a constitutional 
issue as the constitution pro-
hibits one from occupying two 
positions at the same time.

Barrister Ojo, Managing 
Partner, Platinum & Taylor Hill 
LP, stated: “The facts are not in 
dispute. Governor Hope Uzod-
imma's tenure as Imo State 
governor runs until January 
15, 2028.

“The 11th National Assem-
bly is expected to be inaugu-
rated in June 2027, which is a 
full seven months before his 
governorship expires.

“He has nonetheless won 
the APC senatorial primary 
for Imo West. The constitution-
al question this raises is stark 
and unambiguous.

“Section 183 of  the 1999 
Constitution is categorical: a 
Governor shall not, during the 
period he holds office, hold any 
other executive or legislative 
office.

“If  Uzodimma wins the 2027 
senatorial election and the 11th 
Senate is inaugurated in June 
2027, he cannot simultaneously 
occupy the Government House, 
in Owerri and a seat in the Red 
Chamber. One must yield.

“The Constitution is not 
ambiguous on this point and no 
amount of  political sophistry 
can cure it.

“Is it an aberration? Consti-
tutionally, the primary partici-
pation itself  is not prohibited, 
as Section 65 guarantees every 
qualified Nigerian the right to 
contest.

“The aberration lies not 
in the letter of  the law, but in 
its spirit and in the emerging 
scheming behind it.”

Ojo, a human rights lawyer 
and a promoter of  good gov-

ernance, hinted that credible 
insiders indicated that Gover-
nor Uzodimma is considering 
either installing a ‘placeholder’ 
senator, a surrogate who would 
warm the seat and vacate it 
upon his arrival in January 
2028; or resigning his gover-
norship prematurely to take 
his Senate seat.

Ojo, however, warned that 
both options are constitution-
ally alarming.

According to him, the first 
corrupts the democratic man-
date of  the electorate of  Orlu 
Zone, while the second aban-
dons the people of  Imo State 
who gave him a mandate to 
govern through January 2028.

Ojo continued: “What does 
this say of  Nigeria's ruling 
elite? It reveals a political 
class that treats public office 
as personal property and the 
electorate as a necessary incon-
venience to be managed, not a 
sovereign to be served.

“When a governor who was 
himself  restored to office by 
the Supreme Court; after the 
very democratic mandate, he 
now casually contemplates 
abandoning, schemes to use 
that office as a springboard to 
the next, he inadvertently con-
firms what critics have long 
alleged: that for Nigeria's elite, 
the office matters; the people 
who confer it do not.

“This is the real aberration 
and it is one of  democratic 
character, not merely constitu-
tional procedure.”

Barrister Kenneth Udeze, 
the National Chairman of  Ac-
tion Alliance (AA), said that 
Uzodimma’s action could be 
described as an aberration in 
the sense that it clashes with 
the spirit of  separation of  pow-
ers between the executive and 
legislative arms, even if  it is 
not illegal.

Udeze, however, maintained 
that legally, Nigeria’s Constitu-
tion and Electoral Act do not 
bar a sitting governor from 
contesting a National Assem-
bly seat.

But he stressed: “The prob-
lem is the timing. If  Hope Uzod-
imma wins the Orlu Senatorial 
seat in 2027, he will be elected 
while still serving as governor 
until January 2028.

“That creates a ‘dual man-
date’ scenario: you can’t hold 
both offices. In practice, the 
winner either resigns as gover-
nor early, or declines the Senate 
seat, triggering a by-election.

“That means voters in Imo 
State would elect someone who 
likely never intends to serve 
the full term. It also concen-

trates power—one person in-
fluencing both state and federal 
structures simultaneously, the 
ruling elite’s selfish attitude.

“This reflects three things: 
Power hedging: Contesting 
multiple offices is a way to se-
cure a landing spot regardless 
of  the outcome. It reduces po-
litical risk for the elite.

“Instrumental view of  man-
dates: The electorate’s vote is 
treated as a stepping stone, 
rather than a mandate to serve 
a defined term. It treats public 
office as personal insurance.

“Weak internal party disci-
pline: The APC allowed it be-
cause incumbents with federal 
connections often face little re-
sistance in primaries. It shows 
primaries are still more about 
elite bargaining than party 
rules or public interest.

“It is not unique to Uzod-
imma or the APC—similar 
moves happen across parties. 
But each time it happens, it 
reinforces the perception that 
public office is a personal asset, 
not a public trust.”

Barrister Emeka Iheonu, 
another Lagos-based lawyer, 
said: “Though the Nigerian 
Constitution does not specifi-
cally prohibit a sitting gover-
nor from contesting for Sena-
torial primaries, it is morally 
wrong and an aberration for 
such to occur.

“It is not right for the Imo 
State governor to contest for 
Senatorial primaries when he 
knows that he will still be gov-
ernor when the incoming Sen-

ate resumes plenary come 2027.
“The level of  impunity be-

ing exhibited by most Nigeri-
an politicians is scandalous. I 
wonder why governors rush to 
become Senators after spend-
ing eight years as governors.

“There must be ulterior mo-
tives necessitating such moves. 
Power corrupts and absolute 
power corrupts absolutely.”

Dr Rexkennedy Saltlove, a 
human rights activist, stated 
that Uzodimma’s action and 
the fact that his party, he APC 
allowed it, “speaks volumes of  
a bunch of  power hungry des-
peradoes as individuals and 
political party more concerned 
about themselves being in pub-
lic office to be ‘relevant’, rather 
than being in office to serve the 
people and the masses.

Saltlove, President/Execu-
tive Director, Citizens Rights 
and Empowerment Advocacy 
Initiative (CREMA Initiative), 
stated: “First, the constitution 
does not prevent a serving gov-
ernor from contesting for other 
elective positions.

“However, he cannot hold 
the two portfolios together. 
Even if  he wins the senato-
rial seat, he must relinquish 
the office, before he can take 
an oath and be sworn into the 
new office.

“Secondly, the political 
elites and groups like rotating 
themselves to show they are 
‘relevant’ and will keep telling 
the citizens that ‘they are fool-
ish and not smart enough to 
decide my political fate based 

on their performances while 
in office, because they are not 
politically enlightened’.

“Thirdly, Hope Uzodimma 
is clearly telling his party, 
the APC and its leadership, 
citizens of  Imo State, Nigeria 
and the world, that they do 
not know that his action is an 
abuse and insult to democratic 
accountability.

“This is because he was 
elected to serve a maximum 
of  two terms and give account 
of  his stewardship in those two 
terms before venturing into 
other fields.

“He is showing how unfocused 
he is, irresponsible, unreliable 
and democratically unaccount-
able. He wants to be counted as 
one who cannot be trusted to fin-
ish a task judiciously.

“This is where the elector-
ate needs to exercise their fran-
chise and fundamental rights 
of  holding leaders and govern-
ments accountable by denying 
him the benefit of  that greed.

“Fourthly, Hope Uzodim-
ma’s action reflects elite domi-
nance of  party structures, they 
being the only ones that bring 
fresh ideas and blood into the 
system.

“That is partly responsible 
for the political, economic and 
security quagmire we find our-
selves in as a nation today.

“Lastly, Uzodimma’s action, 
which was clearly allowed by 
his party and its leadership, 
leaves a big question mark 
about their moral soundness.

“Because, using the consti-
tutional freedom to contest, 
they will legally justify such 

action, but indirectly indicate 
that they are not the bunch of  
people the citizens can count 
on, on moral soundness.”

Hon. Dennis Adikwuru, a 
seasoned politician and chief-
tain of  the APC in Imo State, 
stated: “There is no aberration 
in the case of  a sitting Gover-
nor whose tenure elongates be-
yond the commencement of  the 
Senate where he is contesting 
while on seat.

“Simply, the governor will 
resign and cease to function as 
such once he wins the Senatori-
al election and before the inau-
guration of  the new National 
Assembly.

“You see, people have their 
points of  view depending on 
their sitting positions. The 
question should not be wheth-
er it is aberration or not, but 
the propriety, the impact and 
the expediency of  Governor 
Hope Uzodimma returning 
to the Senate after taking the 
portion of  governor, or while 
his tenure as governor is yet 
to elapse.

“I will tell you here that he 
is returning to the Senate with 
full load of  Executive experi-
ence, coupled with his eight 
years in the Senate.

“As Chairman of  the ruling 
party's Governors’ Forum, 
holding strategic positions 
in the scheme of  governance 
aside his resume as governor, 
Senator Hope Uzodimma is in 
a vantage position to lead the 
National Assembly and create 
best feature of  Executive and 
Legislature relationship in 
Nigeria.”
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NEWS

E J I K E M E  O M E N A Z U
LAG OS

 Chioma Ifemeludike, the 2025 
governorship candidate of  
the African Action Congress 
(AAC), in the last Anambra 
State governorship election, 
has emerged as the party’s 
senatorial candidate for the 
Anambra Central Senatorial 
District ahead of  the 2027 gen-
eral elections.

Ifemeludike, the AAC’s Depu-
ty National chairperson for South 
East, clinched the ticket through 
a consensus arrangement during 
the party’s primary election held 
in Awka on Thursday.

According to a statement 
made available to Sunday In-
dependent, the exercise was 
monitored by officials of  the 
Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC), with the 
party’s officials, delegates, aspi-
rants, members, observers and 
stakeholders in attendance.

Declaring the results, the 
Returning Officer, Obianuju An-

iche, commended party members 
for their orderly and peaceful 
conduct throughout the exercise.

Speaking shortly after her 
emergence, Ifemeludike thanked 
party faithful for the confidence 
reposed in her, pledging not to 
disappoint them.

She restated her commitment 
to quality representation and 
vowed to continue fighting for 
the people and amplifying their 
voices at the national level.

She said: “I appreciate the 
party faithful for giving me their 
consensus acceptance. I promise 
not to compromise my stand or 
disappoint them.

“We will not give up on our 
pursuit of  quality representa-
tion. The AAC may not boast 
of  massive structures like the 
‘bigger’ political parties, but it 
remains committed to principles 
and people-oriented governance.

“Yes, we may not be con-
trolling crowds, but one person 
can effect change. I prefer stay-
ing with a few to get things right 
instead of  joining a bigger party 
and compromising.

Ex-Anambra Guber Candidate 
Emerges AAC Senatorial Candidate

V I C T O R I A  O J U G B A N A
 LAG OS 

AdvoKC Foundation, a youth-led 
civic technology organisation 
that leverages cutting-edge tech-
nology, and art, to deliver trans-
parency and accountability in the 
Nigerian democracy., has secured 
commitments from three gover-
norship aspirants representing 
the People’s

Redemption Party (PRP), Ac-
tion Democratic Party (ADP), 
and African Action Congress 
(AAC) in Ekiti State to ‘The Ekiti 
We Deserve: Women and Youth 
Manifesto’.

A statement signed by 
Luqman Adamu, Communica-

tions Officer, AdvoKC Founda-
tion, said that the commitments 
were made during a high-level 
political roundtable organised 
by The Kukah Centre and the 
National Peace Committee ahead 
of  the forthcoming gubernatorial 
election in the state.

As part of  the engagement, 
Adamu said that the AdvoKC 
Foundation introduced ‘The 
Ekiti We Deserve: Women and 
Youth Manifesto’, to political 
stakeholders and engaged di-
rectly with aspirants on the 
need for inclusive governance 
and citizen-centred leadership 
in Ekiti State.

According to Adamu, a 
roundtable, held  in Ado-Ekiti, 
convened political

aspirants, party representa-
tives, members of  the Inter-Party 
Advisory Council (IPAC), civil so-
ciety organisations, peace-build-
ing actors, youth advocates, and 
electoral stakeholders to promote 
peaceful political participation, 
issue-based campaigns, and vio-
lence-free elections.

Adamu said that following 
strategic advocacy engage-
ments during the roundtable, 
the aspirants committed to the 
manifesto and its core demands 
for responsive governance, 
youth participation, women’s 
representation, and inclusive 
development.

“Developed through exten-
sive grassroots consultations, 
the manifesto captures the 

voices, experiences, and policy 
priorities of  more than 1,600 
residents across all the 16 local 
government areas of  the state. It 
presents clear and practical pol-
icy recommendations focused 
on infrastructure and utilities, 
economic inclusion, healthcare, 
education, social development, 
political participation, trans-
parency, accountability, and the 
inclusion of  women and young 
people in governance,” statement 
added.

While speaking on the signifi-
cance of  the engagement, Zayyad 
Musa, Programme Manager at 
AdvoKC Foundation, noted that 
the commitments reflect grow-
ing recognition among political 
stakeholders on the importance 
of  policies that directly address 
the realities and aspirations of  
women and young people in Ek-
iti State.

B O L U - O L U  E S H O
A KU R E 

For Africa to tackle chal-
lenges posed by climate 
change, it has been pro-
jected that the continent 

would need an estimated $2.8 
trillion between 2020 and 2030.

Harrison Rehoboth Consult-
ing presented this in its new 
policy analysis on what it would 
take to effectively meet the Paris 
Agreement.

According to the analysis, 
Africa needs about $277 billion 
annually to implement climate 
adaptation and mitigation proj-
ects which is aimed at reducing 
the devastating impact of  floods, 
droughts, desertification and 
other environmental challeng-
es threatening livelihoods across

Africa caused by climate 
change.

Spokesperson to the con-
sulting firm, Femi Sekoni, dis-
closed that such a huge fund is 

required with a view to help-
ing African nations strengthen 
their infrastructure, protect 
vulnerable communities, im-
prove food security, expand re-
newable energy and transition 
to cleaner and more sustainable 
economies.

He noted that Africa relies 
on foreign support for financing 
despite the rising climate crisis, 
noting domestic investors only 
contribute a little fraction to-
wards financing the fight against 
climate challenges.

The analysis revealed that lo-
cal institutions, including banks, 
pension funds, insurance firms 
and private investors contribute 
only about 10 percent of  climate 
finance flowing into Africa, 
while international organisa-
tions and development partners 
are responsible for the larger 

shunk.
Further revelations in the 

report stated that climate fi-
nancing is unevenly distributed 
across African nations, stating 
that countries such as South Af-
rica, Egypt, Nigeria, Morocco 
and Kenya attract a significant 
percentage of  available funding 
due to their stronger financial 
systems and investment struc-
tures.

Many African countries are 
noted to be facing severe climate 
threats yet are unable to attract 
large-scale funding as a result of  
weak institutions, limited proj-
ect preparation capacity, policy 
uncertainties and concerns over 
investment risks.

Concerns are raised on the 
financing available to African 
countries, warning that a large 
portion of  the funds comes in the 

form of  loans rather than grants 
or concessional financing.

The report noted that this 
type of  financing could aggra-
vate the debt burden of  sever-
al African nations, which are 
already struggling with rising 
debt-servicing obligations and 
economic pressures.

It stated that repayment of  
such loans are difficult because 
climate adaptation projects such 
as flood control systems, drought 
resilience programmes and 
coastal protection infrastructure 
often provide social and environ-
mental benefits and generate lit-
tle direct revenue.

The report noted there is a 
need for wealthier nations to 
provide more grant-based sup-
port to vulnerable countries to 
face the harsh effects of  climate 
change.

PRP, ADP, AAC Pledge Commitment To Ekiti 
We Deserve: Women, Youth Manifesto

Biodun Oyebanji, Governor, Ekiti State (middle), and members of All Progressives Congress (APC), during the party’s Presidential primary 
and affirmation of President Bola Ahmed Tinubu as APC Presidential candidate, held at Ward 6, Ikogosi-Ekiti, Ekiti State, on Saturday.  

Climate Change: Africa Needs $2.8trn 
As Debt Profile Worsens

T O R  VA N D E - A C K A
MA KU R D I

The Independent Broadcasting 
Association of  Nigeria (IBAN), 
in the interest of  National Sover-
eignty, has thrown its weight be-
hind the National Broadcasting 
Commission’s (NBC) revamped 
Digital Switch-Over (DSO) ini-
tiative.

The development is a dis-
missal of  the objections raised 
by the Broadcasting Organisa-
tions of  Nigeria (BON), as mis-
leading and potentially harmful 
to Nigeria’s long-delayed digital 
migration efforts.

Furthermore, the move by 
the NBC is seen by broadcast 
organizations to have exercised 
the authority vested in it and 
is also considered as its effort 
to move the digital transition 
process forward after years of  
limited progress.

In a statement signed by the 
IBAN Chairman, Dr Ahmed 
Tijjani Ramalan, and made 
available to newsmen in Mak-
urdi, weekend, he argued that 
the NBC’s new “Big Picture” 
strategy represents the most 
credible pathway yet for achiev-
ing a successful transition from 
analogue to

digital broadcasting after 
years of  setbacks and stalled 
implementation.

While the association recom-

mended an immediate techni-
cal engagement involving BON, 
IBAN, signal distributors and 
equipment manufacturers to 
resolve outstanding issues, it 
called a formal review of  the 
2012 DSO White Paper to align 
policy with current techno-
logical realities and called on 
stakeholders to work towards 
the proposed June 17, 2026 na-
tional rollout and a fourth-quar-
ter 2028 analogue switch-off  
deadline.

According to IBAN state-
ment, “The  positive, we must 
say, is that when viewed from 
the standpoint of  regulatory 
intervention, the NBC  appears 
to have exercised its “discretion-
ary powers” in an effort to revive 
and accelerate the “long-stalled 
DSO process”.

“From that perspective, the 
immediate upside for the indus-
try may lie in how effectively 
broadcasters utilise the pro-
posed “18-month free-access win-
dow” to “reorganize”, “strength-
en their digital capabilities”,

“expand audience reach”, 
and position themselves for 
“long-term sustainability” un-
der whatever commercial frame-
work eventually emerges.

“It is also important to ac-
knowledge that regulators do 
possess “certain intervention-
ist powers” within the broader 
“public-interest and sector-de-
velopment mandate.

IBAN Backs NBC’s Digital 
Switch-Over Initiative

F R A N C I S O N O I R I B H O LO
 B E N I N

A High Court sitting in Oleh, 
Delta State, has ordered that 
Prince Sunday Eloho-Eke con-
tinue in office as the substan-
tive President-General of  Uzere 
Kingdom pending the determi-
nation of  an appeal.

The court also barred rival 
claimants from taking over 

leadership positions in the com-
munity.

The ruling was delivered by 
Justice C.O. Emidoniye in Suit 
No. HCO/M/26/2026.

The court directed all parties 
in the protracted leadership dis-
pute to maintain the status quo 
as it existed before a controver-
sial letter dated December 3, 
2025.

The order specifically re-
strained the 4th to 6th defen-

dants/appellants; Raphael 
Odorewu, Edafemako Agbaka, 
and Solomon Ogueri from pa-
rading themselves or acting as 
members of  the Central Execu-
tive Committee of  Uzere King-
dom until the determination of  
the appeal.

Justice Emidoniye also grant-
ed an interlocutory injunction 
restraining the Delta State 
Ministry of  Women Affairs, 
Community and Social Devel-

opment, and other respondents, 
from implementing or acting 
on directives contained in the 
disputed December 3, 2025 letter.

The court which ordered a 
temporary suspension of  those 
directives pending the outcome 
of  the appeal however awarded 
costs of  N1million against the 
4th to 6th respondents in favour 
of  the applicant,Christiana 
Okrunu.

It further directed the gener-

al public, including companies 
operating in Uzere Kingdom, to 
continue official dealings with 
Prince Eloho-Eke as the substan-
tive President-General.

This ruling marks the latest 
development in the ongoing con-
troversy surrounding the tenure 
of  the Uzere Community Execu-
tive Council. 

An earlier judgment deliv-
ered on December 20, 2024, in 
Suit No. MCO/26/2024, had re-

affirmed the supremacy of  the 
Delta State Community Devel-
opment Association (CDA) Law 
over the Uzere Constitution in 
regulating leadership tenure 
within the community.

According to the Delta State 
Gazette dated January 22, 2022, 
Article 9, Section 4 provides that:  
“All officers of  the CDA shall 
hold office for a period of  three 
years and may be re-elected for 
another term of  three years.”

Court Affirms Prince Eloho-Eke As President General Of Uzere Kingdom Pending Appeal
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F R A N C I S O N O I R I B H O LO
B E N I N

The Catholic Bishop of  the 
Uromi Diocese, Most Rev. Dr. 
Donatus Ogun, has said that 
justice remains the foundation 
for genuine peace in any society, 
calling on the citizens, institu-
tions, and governments to em-
brace fairness, compassion, and 
human dignity in all dealings.

Bishop Ogun made the dec-
laration during the celebration 
of  the 20th anniversary of  the 
Uromi Justice Development 
and Peace Caritas Initiative 
(JDPCI), the social arm of  the 
Catholic Diocese of  Uromi.

While speaking at the event, 
the bishop emphasized that jus-
tice is not optional, but a divine 
responsibility entrusted to all 
people irrespective of  religion 
or status.

According to him, “Justice 
is the right of  all and is what 
Jesus expects us to do. We ex-
plain justice in the words of  
Jesus: do unto others what 
you would want others to do 
unto you. So, all of  us, without 
distinction, are called to be 
agents of  justice. Unless there 

is justice, there can be no true 
peace.”

The bishop described Uromi 
JDPCI as “the face of  the dio-
cese,” noting that the organisa-
tion has consistently respond-
ed to the suffering of  the poor, 
vulnerable, and marginalized 
over the past two decades.

“Wherever people suffer, 
you call the bishop. Wherever 
people are hungry, you call the 
bishop. The bishop says, ‘Go to 
JDPC,” he stated.

Earlier in his welcome ad-

dress, the Executive Director 
of  Uromi JDPCI, Very Rev. Fr. 
Dr. Fidelis Oriabure Arhedo, 
described the anniversary as 
“a celebration of  mission, sac-
rifice, resilience, partnership, 
and impact.”

According to him, the or-
ganisation was founded 20 
years ago to advance social 
justice and improve the lives 
of  the poor and marginalised 
through faith-inspired inter-
ventions rooted in Catholic 
social teaching.

Stephen Udezi, 
President, Institute of 
Safety Professionals of 
Nigeria (ISPON) (left); 
Ben Modebe, Registrar 
(middle), and Olushola 
Ogunleye, Chairman, 
Lagos branch, during 
a press conference 
to announce the 12th 
anniversary of the 
institute in Lagos.

A N O L U  V I N C E N T
OW E R R I

Ahead of  the nation’s 2027 gen-
eral elections, the chairman of  
the All Progressives Congress 
(APC), the Imo state chapter, 
Hon. Austin Onyedebelu, has 
predicted a landslide victory 
for the party in all stages.

 He boasted that President 

Bola Ahmed Tinubu would have 
a smooth ride to victory with 
massive votes from Imo State.

 Onyedebelu, who briefed 
newsmen at the party secre-
tariat in Owerri on the out-
come of  the party’s primaries 
conducted in the state said that 
the exercise was free, fair and 
transparent in line with dem-
ocratic principles and guide-

lines as outlined by the NWC 
of  the party.

 He said that the broom sym-
bol party (APC) is now more co-
hesive, fortified and prepared 
to face the on-coming general 
elections and was sure to sweep 
the polls.

 The politician commended 
Governor Hope Uzodimma for 
his outstanding leadership, 

guidance and commitment to 
the sustenance of  the party in 
the state.

 He congratulated those 
who emerged victorious at the 
primaries and enjoined those 
who could not make it to accept 
their defeat in good faith and 
join hands with the victors to 
secure victory for the party in 
the main election.

A N O L U  V I N C E N T
OW E R R I

The ‘ISU NATION’, a socio-cul-
tural organisation in the Imo 
West Senatorial District, has 
called on the governors of  the 
Southeast region to put up per-
sistent formidable appeals to the 
presidency for the release of  the 
detained leader of  the Indigenous 
People of  Biafra (IPOB), Mazi 
Nnamdi Kanu.

 President of  the organisation 
and a former deputy speaker of  
the Imo State House of  Assembly, 
Chief  Okechukwu Dike, made a 
call in an exclusive interview 
with our correspondent.

 The former law maker equal-
ly challenged members of  the 
National Assembly of  Southeast 
extraction to join hands with 
Senator Enyinnaya Abaribe in 
his vociferous agitations and 
principled stance for the release 
of  the IPOB leader.

 Dike, a renowned pharma-
cist regretted that appeals by 

such prominent notable Igbo 
leaders as the late Mbazuluike 
Amaechi and Chief  Emmanuel 
Iwuanyanwu for Kanu to regain 
his freedom proved abortive 
thereby leading to his prolonged 
predicament.

 “We need more of  the Abari-
bes who are courageous enough 
to speak for the release of  Nnam-
di Kanu and governors of  the 
Southeast should speak out and 
take a common position on the 
issue.”

 Chief  Dike who decried the 
recrudescence of  insecurity in 
some states of  the Southern part 
of  the country advised Nigerians 
to always be security conscious 
and to report any suspicious 
movement to law enforcement 
agencies for necessary action.

He explained that the ‘ISU 
NATION’ as a socio-cultural 
organisation was formed by a 
former deputy governor of  the 
state, the late Dr. Douglas Acho-
lonu to bring all sons of  ‘ISU 
NATION’ together for a common 
purpose.

Tinubu Will Sweep The Polls In Imo — APC Chairman

Nnamdi Kanu: Group Tasks S’East 
Governors, Igbo NASS Members, Harps 
On Imo Charter Of Equity

Kwara APC Youth Rejects Outcome Of 
Gubernatorial Primary

NEWS
C H I B U I K E  C H U K W U
LAG OS

The youth forum of  the All 
Progressives Congress 
(APC) in Kwara State has 
rejected the outcome of  

the party’s primary election.
The youth forum, in a state-

ment by its convener,
Comrade Ayuba Bako Maru-

fudeen, said it can no longer 
remain silent in the face of  in-
justice, manipulation and the 
subversion of  democratic prin-
ciples within the party in Kwara 
State.

According to the statement, 
the recent APC governorship 
primary election has left thou-
sands of  party faithful deeply 
disappointed, shocked, and dis-
illusioned.

The forum said: “As youths 
who have worked tirelessly for 
the growth, stability, and elector-
al successes of  the APC across all 
wards and local governments in 
Kwara State, we categorically re-
ject the outcome of  the governor-
ship primary and refuse to accept 
the announced candidate as the 
true reflection of  the wishes and 
aspirations of  APC members in 
the state.

“Democracy is built on fair-
ness, participation, transparen-
cy, and the collective decision of  

the people. Democracy cannot 
survive where the voices of  the 
majority are ignored and where 
political interests are placed 
above justice and equity.

“What transpired during 
the primary election is a direct 
affront to the democratic values 
our great party claims to uphold.

“We are gathered here today 
to send a clear message to the 
national leadership of  our party 
and all critical stakeholders that 
the future of  the APC in Kwara 
State cannot and must not be 
sacrificed on the altar of  polit-
ical manipulation and selfish 
ambition.

“The youths of  Kwara State 
reject every form of  candidate 
imposition. We reject every ar-
rangement designed to silence 
the people and deny party mem-
bers the opportunity to freely 
choose their preferred candidate.

“Without fear or hesitation, 
we boldly declare that the most 
acceptable, most popular, most 
experienced, and most peo-
ple-oriented aspirant in this race 
remains Ambassador Abdulfatai 
Yahaya Seriki Gambari, MFR.

“Ambassador Yahaya Seriki 
has over the years built endur-

ing relationships across every 
part of  Kwara State through 
his humility, generosity, human-
itarian interventions, grassroots 
mobilisation, and unwavering 
commitment to the welfare of  
the people.

“His popularity cuts across 
political, ethnic, religious, and 
generational divides. From the 
youths to the elders, from mar-
ket women to community lead-
ers, from students to artisans, the 
overwhelming support for Am-
bassador Yahaya Seriki across 
the state is visible, organic, and 
undeniable.

“It is therefore unacceptable 
that such a widely embraced aspi-
rant could be sidelined through a 
process many party faithful con-
sider questionable and lacking in 
credibility.

“We want the APC leadership 
to understand clearly that the 
strength of  any political party 
lies in the trust and confidence 
of  its members.

“Once the people lose faith in 
internal democratic processes, 
the unity and future of  the party 
become seriously threatened.

“If  the APC truly desires vic-
tory in the 2027 general elections, 

then the party must listen to the 
voice of  the people and correct 
the mistakes arising from this 
flawed primary exercise.

“Kwara people are politically 
conscious, enlightened, and cou-
rageous. They will resist every 
attempt to force a candidate upon 
them against their collective will.

“The party must not ignore 
the growing anger, disappoint-
ment, and frustration among 
loyal supporters, especially the 
youths who form the backbone 
of  political mobilisation in the 
state.

“We therefore passionately 
call on the national leadership 
of  the All Progressives Con-
gress, the Appeal Committee, 
and all relevant stakeholders to 
urgently intervene and review 
the outcome of  this governor-
ship primary in the interest of  
justice, fairness, party unity, and 
electoral success.

“Anything short of  justice 
at this critical moment will fur-
ther divide the party, discourage 
committed supporters, weaken 
grassroots structures, and create 
avoidable political consequences 
that may ultimately benefit the 
opposition.”

Justice Remains Foundation For Genuine, 
Sustainable Peace — Bishop Ogun

I S A A C  A S A B O R
LAG OS

Building on the momentum of  
its inaugural edition, which in-
troduced the #OwnTheSweat 
campaign to communities across 
the country, Dettol Cool returned 
with an even more immersive ap-
proach.

In a report, the company said 
that with #OwnTheSweat 2.0, 
the focus was on deeper, more 
engaging experiences within 
environments where movement 
and physical activity are part of  
everyday life.

“Over the past two months, 
soaring temperatures across 
Nigeria have made staying fresh 
and comfortable more difficult. 
From navigating crowded spac-
es in sweltering conditions to re-
peatedly wiping away sweat, the 
discomfort has been widespread.

“For those with active life-
styles or constantly on the move, 
maintaining proper hygiene has 
become even more demanding,” 

it said.
It disclosed that at the centre 

of  this experience is the Dettol 
Cool antibacterial bar soap. It is 
designed to support active life-
styles with triple-action benefits: 
99% germ protection, a cooling 
sensation that lowers skin tem-
perature by up to five degrees, 
and long-lasting defence against 
body odour, even during intense 
physical activity.

“The initiative came to life 
through a series of  pop-up acti-
vations engaging participants 
in real time and reinforcing the 
connection between active living 
and everyday hygiene.

“Rather than simply pro-
moting freshness, the initiative 
demonstrated how it fits seam-
lessly into daily routines. The 
campaign kicked off  in key fit-
ness hubs across the country.

“At each location, participants 
took part in interactive fitness 
challenges led by trained instruc-
tors, transforming routine work-
outs into engaging experiences.

Dettol Cool Campaign Shows Nigerians 
The Easy Way To Stay Protected

E J I K E M E  O M E N A Z U
LAG OS

The Institute of  Safety Profes-
sionals of  Nigeria (ISPON) is 
marking its 12th anniversary 
with a renewed call for stronger 
national safety reforms.

ISPON President, Dr. Stephen 
Udezi, who addressed a press con-
ference on Friday ahead of  the 
anniversary, which will be held 
in Warri, Delta State, stressed the 
need for a cultural shift towards 
safety prevention.

He urged collaboration among 
government agencies, schools, in-
dustries, and the media to reduce 
accidents and promote safety 
awareness.

Udezi, who said the anniver-
sary, has the theme, ‘Health and 
Safety Management in Nigeria: 
Prospects and Retrospects’, dis-

closed that ISPON was deter-
mined to reduce industrial acci-
dents, promote safety compliance 
and enhance professionalism in 
Nigeria’s safety space.

He commended the Lagos 
State government for setting up 
the State  Safety Commission, 
even as he urged other state gov-
ernments to emulate the laudable 
venture.

He warned that poor safety 
culture and growing activities 
of  unqualified practitioners 
continue to fuel accidents across 
workplaces and communities.

Elaborating on the penalty 
for non compliance with ISPON 
safety regulations, Udezi spoke 
on the measures the Institute 
would take  against the Manag-
ing Director of  any organisation  
which employs a non safety em-
ployee.

ISPON Renews Call For Stronger 
National Safety Reforms
lUnfolds Plans For 12 th Anniversary



8 /Independentngr             @independentngr           www.independent.ng SUNDAY INDEPENDENT MAY 24, 2026

In the heart of  Warri,  where 
the Niger meets the sea, a light 
shines with quiet strength—Ol-
ori Atuwatse III, the Queen Con-

sort of  Warri Kingdom.  
She is more than royalty; she 

is the Mother of  Warri Kingdom, 
whose compassion weaves through 
every palace courtyard and fishing 
village along the creeks.

With grace as her crown and wis-
dom as her scepter, she walks beside 
His Majesty, Ogiame Atuwatse III 
CFR, Olu of  Warri, as his steadfast 
anchor and “supportive machine.” 

Where the King leads with vision, 
she builds with love—lifting women, 
nurturing children, and preserving 
the culture that makes Warri im-
mortal.

This time ,the drums beat differ-
ently. The kingdom rises as one to 
sing: “Happy Birthday to our Great 
Queen!  

May your years multiply in good 
health, in wealth, and in God’s 
wisdom. May your laughter echo 
through the halls of  Ode-Itsekiri 
for generations.  

There are celebration and ap-

A Crown Of Grace: 
Celebrating Olori 
Atuwatse III At 40

WEEKEND COCKTAIL 

ROSEMARY UGIOMOH
08055151150

Don’t Wait For Eulogy: Be Human While 
People Can Hear You — Etinosa Idemudia 

The studio lights were off  but 
the small room at the back 
of  the BTC Podcast set still 
hummed. Etinosa Idemudia 

leaned forward, her eyes scanning 
the faces of  the younger actors sitting 
on the floor. 

“Alright, let me leave you people 
with one thing,” she said. Her voice 
was low, but it cut through the chatter 
like a cue line. 

“You know what annoys me? This 
thing we do when someone dies.” She 
shook her head. “Person dey alive, 
you no dey reply their message. You 
dey see their DM for months, blue 
ticks dey shine like torchlight. You 
no get time. Too busy. Too big.”

She paused, letting it land. 
“But the moment dem hear say 

the person don kpai, ah! Instagram 
go turn obituary board. ‘Rest in 
peace, legend.’ Then you screenshot 
the DM you never answered from 
2019 and post am with crying emoji. 
‘We were supposed to work together. 
I was looking forward to it.’”

A nervous laugh ran through the 
room. Etinosa wasn’t smiling. 

“Don’t play with me like that,” she 
warned. “If  you post my DM when 
I die, I swear, I go wake up. I go slap 
you, and go back to the grave. Don’t 
try it.”

She pointed at one of  the actors. 
“And you, Mr. Producer, who said you 
can’t work with her because ‘her en-
ergy is not it’… suddenly after she’s 
gone, you’re giving interview. ‘Ah, 
she was so talented. I had plans for 
her next year.’ Plans where? For your 
clout?”

Etinosa sat back, crossing her 
arms. “Listen. If  you respect people, 
respect them while they can hear it. 
Send the reply. Take the call. Offer 
the role. Don’t wait until there’s no 
chance to answer back, then use their 
death for engagement.”

She smiled then, sharp and real. 
“Life is short. Be human while people 
are alive to receive it. That DM that 
you didn’t reply? My enemy go die 
now. So reply it today. Or delete it and 
let the dead rest.”

The room went quiet. Nobody 
reached for their phone to record. 
For once, everyone just listened.

plause from the indigenes of  Warri 
saying, “Our mother, our pride, our 
Olori. Long may you reign in hearts 
as you reign in grace.”

I N N O C E N T  O W E H , 
A B UJA

President Bola Tinubu will 
on Sunday receive the 
Certificate and Flag of  
the All Progressives Con-

gress (APC) as its Presidential 
candidate for the 2027 elections. 

The Presidential Primary 
Elections Committee will pres-
ent the certificate and flag at the 

Bola Ahmed Tinubu Internation-
al Conference Centre in Abuja 
after nationwide collation of  the 
primary election results.

APC governors, members of  
the National Executive Commit-
tee, the National Working Com-

mittee, and the National Assem-
bly, along with party stalwarts, 
will attend the event.

Recall that Tinubu is standing 
as Sole candidate of  the ruling 
APC for the 2027 presidential 
election.

Tinubu who is marking his 
third year in office as President 
was elected in 2023.

He emerged as the consensus 
candidate of  the party, following 
primary elections conducted at 
the various ward and state levels.

Tinubu To Receive APC Certificate Of Return, 
Party Flag For 2027 Presidential Poll 

NEWS

 C H I B U Z O R  E M E J O R 
A B UJA

Pharm(Dr.) Ignatius Onah, has 
admonished Nigerians to em-
brace alternative medicine and 
natural food for their health and 
wellness.

In an exclusive interview with 
our Correspondent in Abuja, 
Onah, a registered pharmacist, 
nutritionist and renowned natu-

ropathic doctor, underscored the 
need for Nigerians to return back 
to nature and eat natural food for 
their wholesome wellness.

According to him,"It is what 
people are eating that is killing 
them. It is wrong food people 
are eating that is causing them 
fever, inflammation, sleepless 
night and dirty mouth, among 
others.

"All “local” foods – natural, 

whole, unprocessed, as taken by 
our ancestors of  old – all of  them 
are good, healthy, and even cheap. 

"We are referring to all un-
processed animal products from 
domestic animals, all tropical 
oils, all tubers (yams, cassava, 
potatoes etc) and all indigenous 
grains, among others. 

"On the other hand, all pro-
cessed foods (semo, rice, vege-
table oils), along with all bottled 

drinks – yes, without exception 
– are unhealthy; in fact, deadly.

Onah, a 1979 Pharmacy grad-
uate of  the University of  Nige-
ria, Nsukka, who pointed out the 
shortcomings of  conventional or 
orthodox medicine, maintained 
that the healthiest food is the 
natural food which the ancestors 
survived on.

Quoting "Smart Choices in 
Alternative Medicine”, edited 

Renowned Naturopathic Doctor Admonishes Nigerians To 
Embrace Alternative Medicine, Natural Food

Stepping Out Of The Story: Katherine 
Obiang Chooses Peace Over Noise

The comments are 
loud again, but 
Katherine Obiang 
isn't listening.

She sat on the balcony 
of  her Lagos apartment, 
phone in hand, scrolling 
through the latest batch of  
photos she’d uploaded an 
hour earlier. Sunlight caught 
her face as she smiled at the 
screen. No long captions. 
No clapbacks. Just a shot of  
her laughing, another of  her 
holding a coffee with the La-
gos skyline behind her, and 
one of  her feet kicked up, 
captionless, at peace.

For years, silence had 
been her answer.  

Since her marriage to TV 
host Frank Edoho ended, and 
the old drama resurfaced 
online, people had opinions. 
They’d blamed her. They’d 
forgotten she worked at NTA, 
that she built a career long 
before the headlines. She’d 
let them talk. Twelve years 

of  quiet will do that to you.
But lately, something 

shifted.  
The photos started com-

ing more often. Not for clout, 
not to explain, just small 
glimpses of  a life moving 
forward.

Katherine never said 
much online, and she wasn’t 
starting now. The radiance 
in her eyes did the talking.

Friends noticed first. 
“You look light,” one wrote 
under a photo. She replied 
with a heart emoji and left 
it there.

The brouhaha between 
Frank and his other ex kept 
trending. Katherine kept 
posting. Not as a statement, 
but as a reminder to herself  
and anyone watching: you 
can step out of  a story that 
tried to define you.

She closed the app, set the 
phone down, and poured an-
other cup of  coffee. The light 
was still good.

R A J I  A D E B AYO , 
I B A DA N 

The Oyo State Rule of  Law En-
forcement Authority (OYRLEA) 
has intensified enforcement ac-
tivities against the illegal sale 
and open grazing of  livestock in 
unauthorized areas across the 
state.

This follows the continuous 
public sensitization jingles 
jointly circulated by OYRLEA 
and the Association of  live-
stock dealers and breaders, 
warning residents and live-
stock traders against selling 
sheep, rams, and goats at un-

approved locations. 
The jingles also advised 

traders and livestock owners to 
obtain the list of  authorized trad-
ing points from the Ministry of  
Agriculture, Natural Resources 
and Rural Development.

In continuation of  the en-
forcement exercise, officers of  
the Authority on Friday stormed 
the Liberty area and Elekuro 
High School axis along Akanran 
Road, Ibadan, where enforce-
ment actions were carried out 
against individuals who failed 
to comply with the directive and 
continued trading of  livestock in 
unauthorized places.

OYRLEA Intensifies Enforcement Against Illegal 
Livestock Trading, Open Grazing In Ibadan

by Dr Samuel Benjamin, a med-
ical doctor, he said, “One of  the 
major shortcomings of  conven-
tional medicine is that it sees the 
body simply as a sum of  separate 
parts. 

"This is reflected by the fact 

that we have different doctors 
for each of  these parts —car-
diologists for the heart, gastro-
enterologists for the GI system, 
pulmonologists for the lungs, 
and so on —and they rarely 
work together. 
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T
he nuisance of  Big Govern-
ment will not go away very 
soon because the causes 
are embedded in the 1999 

Nigerian Constitution, with the 
equal opportunity charter placed 
smack within the Second Chapter 
of  the Constitution.

Section 14(3) provides: “The 
composition of  the Government of  
the Federation or any of  its agen-
cies and the conduct of  its affairs 
shall be carried out in such a man-
ner as to reflect the federal char-
acter of  Nigeria and the need to 
promote national unity, and also to 
command national loyalty, there-
by ensuring that there shall be no 
predominance of  persons from a 
few States or from a few ethnic or 
other sectional groups in that Gov-
ernment or in any of  its agencies.”

Section 147 puts a shot in the 
arm of  the President: “(1) There 
shall be such offices of  Ministers 
of  the Government of  the Federa-
tion as may be established by the 
President. (2) Any appointment to 
the office of  Minister of  the Gov-
ernment of  the Federation shall, 
if  the nomination of  any person 
to such office is confirmed by the 
Senate, be made by the President. 
(3) Any appointment under subsec-
tion (2) of  this section by the Pres-
ident shall be in conformity with 
the provisions of  section 14(3) of  
this Constitution:- Provided that 

in giving effect to the provisions 
aforesaid the President shall ap-
point at least one Minister from 
each State, who shall be an indi-
gene of  such State. ”

To the dismay and chagrin of  
those who do not approve of  Big 
Government, this provision did 
not provide a cap to the number of  
ministers that the President can ap-
point from any of  the states, includ-
ing the Federal Capital Territory.

The United States of  America, 
for instance, with a population of  
347 million (2025 estimate), Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) of  $30.51 
trillion and Per Capital Income of  
$72,479, has a Federal Cabinet of  
25 members. It is most instructive 
that the US has just 15 ministries. 
But Nigeria, with a population of  
237 million (2025 estimate), Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) of  $585.9 
billion and Per Capital Income of  
$1,628, has a bloated Federal Cab-
inet of  over 40 members and 29 
federal ministries! What is more, 
the names (and number) of  the 
ministries keep changing! 

And, to ensure that no one loses 
sight of  the constitutional provi-
sion for federal character, Para-
graph 7 of  Part I of  the Third 
Schedule of  the Constitution 
provides for a Federal Character 
Commission with a board compris-
ing one Chairman and one person 
representing each state of  the Fed-

eration and the Federal Capital 
Territory. 

Paragraph 8 (1,b,c) provides that 
“In giving effect to the provision of   
Section 14(3) and (4) of  the Con-
stitution, the Commission shall 
have the power to – (b) promote, 
monitor and enforce compliance 
with the principles of  proportion-
al sharing of  all bureaucratic, eco-
nomic, media and political posts at 
all levels of  government; (c) take 
such legal measures, including the 
prosecution of  the head or staff  of  
any Ministry or government body 
or agency which fails to comply 
with any federal character prin-
ciple or formula prescribed or ad-
opted by the Commission.” 

If  the Federal Character Com-
mission has been empowered to 
enforce the provisions of  equal 
opportunities, as enshrined in bold 
relief  in the Constitution, there 
is no way to avoid a Big Federal 
Government in a country with 36 
states, a Federal Capital Territory, 
774 local governments and more 
than two hundred linguistic and 
cultural tendencies.   

We can only imagine the person-
nel and financial resources that 
must be invested in the Federal 
Character Commission itself  as 
it applies itself  to the job of  mon-
itoring and enforcing the equal 
opportunity requirements on the 
ministries, departments and agen-

cies of  the Federal Government! 
Other federal bodies contribut-

ing to Big Government or cost of  
governance through proliferation 
of  administrative offices across the 
federating states include the Code 
of  Conduct Bureau, Independent 
National Electoral Commission, 
National Population Commission 
and Revenue Mobilisation Alloca-
tion and Fiscal Commission.

The financial implication of  
these constitutional provisions 
and agencies is in the high per-
sonnel emoluments bill of  the 
unwieldy number of  government 
employees. 

Another drain on the economy 
entrenched in the system via the 
constitution is in the number of  
federal lawmakers and the humon-
gous resources they draw from the 
exchequer. Whereas the US has 
100-member Senate, Nigeria has 
109 members in the Upper Cham-
ber! Why would the US, the mod-
el of  our presidential democracy, 
have a Vice President that doubles 
as the Senate President while Ni-
geria, a very poor country, has a 
separate Senate President? 

Therefore, there is urgent need 
to remove from the 1999 Nigerian 
Constitution the provisions that 
trap ginormous financial resourc-
es on Big Governments across the 
federation, leaving only a pittance 
for development.

The Menace Of Big Government
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T O C H U K W U  J I M O  O B I

Nigeria adopted Africa as the centrepiece 
of  her foreign policy at independence in 
1960, during the government of  Abuba-
kar Tafawa Balewa in the First Repub-
lic. Balewa strongly believed that Nigeria 
belonged to Africa and should therefore 
give priority to African affairs in its ex-
ternal relations. His administration pur-
sued policies aimed at promoting African 
unity, decolonisation and peaceful coex-
istence among African states.

The policy was later officially articu-
lated and consolidated under the military 
government of  Murtala Mohammed and 
subsequently Olusegun Obasanjo in the 
mid-1970s. In 1976, the Murtala/Obasanjo 
regime formally declared Africa as the 
“centrepiece” of  Nigeria’s foreign policy. 
This doctrine shaped Nigeria’s diplomatic 
engagements for decades and established 
the country as a major force in African 
politics and peacekeeping.

Over the years, Nigeria committed 
enormous resources towards the liber-
ation and stability of  African countries. 
The country supported anti-apartheid 
struggles in Southern Africa, funded 
peacekeeping operations, provided fi-
nancial assistance to struggling African 
states and sent security personnel and 
professionals across the continent to 
maintain peace and order. Nigeria proud-
ly assumed the role of  the “Big Brother” 
of  Africa, often placing continental inter-
ests above narrow national gains.

However, recent realities have forced 
many Nigerians to question whether this 

foreign policy direction still serves the na-
tional interest. Nigerians living in differ-
ent parts of  the world, including African 
countries such as South Africa, Ghana, 
Cameroon and Kenya, increasingly face 
discrimination, harassment and hostility. 
Many have complained of  unfair treatment 
despite Nigeria’s longstanding contribu-
tions to African development and unity.

Particularly disturbing are the recur-
ring xenophobic attacks against Nigeri-
ans in South Africa. For years, violent 
protests and targeted attacks have result-

ed in the destruction of  Nigerian-owned 
businesses, loss of  properties and even 
the deaths of  innocent Nigerians. Many 
Nigerians residing in South Africa have 
also reported being denied access to hos-
pitals and other public facilities, further 
worsening their suffering and insecurity.

What makes the situation even more 
troubling is the perceived lack of  account-
ability. There are hardly any public re-
cords showing that perpetrators of  these 
attacks have been seriously prosecuted 
or punished. This has created the wide-
spread impression that the attacks enjoy 
tacit state support or, at the very least, 
official indifference. Such developments 
naturally provoke anger and disappoint-
ment among Nigerians who remember 
the sacrifices their country made in the 
struggle against apartheid and in stabi-
lising several African nations.

The painful reality is that many Af-

rican countries have not reciprocated 
Nigeria’s goodwill and generosity. While 
Nigeria opened its doors and resources to 
fellow Africans, many Nigerians abroad 
continue to suffer humiliation and abuse. 
Foreign policy should ultimately protect 
national interests and safeguard citizens, 
not merely pursue symbolic continental 
leadership without tangible benefits for 
the people at home.

Nigeria must therefore adopt a more 
reciprocal approach to foreign diplomacy. 
Countries that fail to protect Nigerians 
within their borders should not expect 
preferential treatment from Nigeria. 
Diplomatic relations should be guided 
by mutual respect, protection of  citizens 
and shared responsibility. The Nigeri-
an government must demonstrate that 
the dignity and safety of  Nigerians are 
non-negotiable in all bilateral and multi-
lateral engagements.

The time has come for the Federal Gov-
ernment to rethink Africa as the unques-
tioned centrepiece of  Nigeria’s foreign 
policy and place Nigeria and Nigerians 
first. A foreign policy built primarily on 
national interest will restore the digni-
ty of  Nigerians abroad and send a clear 
message that violence and discrimination 
against our citizens will no longer be tol-
erated. Nigeria can still support African 
unity and development, but such commit-
ments must never come at the expense 
of  the welfare, security and respect of  
Nigerians. Enough is enough.

Obi writes from Obosi in Idemili North LGA of  
Anambra State

"Securing Nigeria's future begins with 
the protection of  classrooms. The Schools 
Protection Squad (SPS) is fully on ground." 
- Olukayode Egbetokun  (Former Inspector 
General of  Police )

Precisely on April 29, 2015, when 
yours truly delivered a lecture on 
School Safety on the invitation of   
Gate of  Knowledge Services, as led 

by Pastor John Ajowale, renowned educa-
tionist and author, the warning was given. 
That was to the teachers, school propri-
etors and students in attendance, that if  
care was not taken kidnapping of  students 
and teachers in schools would escalate. 
Now, over a decade later, it has happened.

The event, which took place at the 
Multi-purpose Hall, Ado-Odo, in Ota, Ogun 
state, provided an opportunity for the stake-
holders to cross pollinate ideas on the best 
way out of  the twisted and thorny wood of  
swirling insecurity in Nigeria. The lecture 
based on one's experience in the field of  
secondary school education for over two de-
cades was delivered in view of  the spate of  
the kidnapping and killing of  defenceless 
Nigerian pupils/ students by terrorists. 

You can, therefore, understand why words 
such as "terrifying, reprehensible and yet 
another preventable insecurity" came to 
mind soon after  reading through the recent  
heady headline of  the bandits beheading the  
abducted Oyo teacher, and a father of  two, 
Michael Oyedokun. His killing along with 
another teacher and an okada rider hap-
pened after being kidnapped in Ahoro-Esi-

ele, Oriire Local Government Area of  Oyo 
State, A horrendous spectacle, was it not? 
Of  course, it was!

My dear fellow Nigerians, the attacks 
have since  triggered some flaming ques-
tions. What were the offences of  those killed? 
What gave the heartless killers the audacity 
to wreak such havoc on innocent citizens? 
And what were they aiming to achieve as 
well as what would they tell our Creator on 
the Judgement Day? Perhaps, they do not 
believe in the existence of  our Maker or that 
of  standing before Him someday to give ac-
count of  what we have thought about, said 
and done.

It would be recalled, that on that black 
Friday of   May 15, 2026, gunmen suspected 
to be bandits  unleashed  coordinated attacks 
on three  schools in the Oriire Local Gov-
ernment Area of  Oyo state, southwest. The 
attackers targeted Baptist Nursery and Pri-
mary School (Yawota), Community Gram-
mar School (Esiele), and L.A. Primary School 
The ruthless attacks occurred around 8 a.m. 
while school activities were just beginning 
to unfold for the day.

According to media reports the gunmen, 
wearing on camouflage uniforms and rid-
ing motorcycles, fired shots, creating panic 
before kidnapping students and teachers. 
At the end of  the deadly attacks over 40 to 
48 people, including pupils, with some as 
young as four years old as well as students, 
and teachers, were taken away.

Subsequently, the Oyo state Governor Seyi 
Makinde  confirmed that 32 people, includ-
ing 25 pupils and 7 teachers, were initially 
abducted. In terms of  fatalities: an assistant 
headmaster identified as Mr. Adesiyan was 
reportedly killed during the raid, along with 
a motorcyclist.

Meanwhile, rescue operations involving 
security forces, including Amotekun oper-
atives and local hunters, were deployed to 
the Old Oyo National Park area, where the 
suspects were believed to have gone. So far, 
police confirmed the arrest of  six suspects 
in connection with the attack, who are cur-

rently aiding with investigations.
Although the state government stated 

the it would not bow to pressure but is open 
to dialogue to ensure the safe release of  the 
captives, there are still more questions than 
answers to be provided by the governments 
both at the state and federal levels. For in-
stance, why were there no vital security 
information to have alerted both the police 
and soldiers about the recent onslaught, 
despite the humongous sums said to have 
been expended on security? Why are the 
governments more reactive than proactive; 
always ready to shed crocodile tears on the 
voiceless victims whose priceless lived they 
are supposed to have protected from every 
manner of  harm?

Why are they grossly failing in their pri-
mary purpose of  being sworn into power, 
going by Section 14(2)(b) of  the 1999 con-
stitutional provisions ( as amended) which 
include  guaranteeing our  security and pro-
viding for our welfare? Why are the master-
minds behind the wanton wasting of  human 
life being treated with kid gloves, with some 
of  them having the audacity to dictate to the 
government how they should be treated? 
And why can they not decipher the pattern 
of  the terrorists beginning from the North 
East and swinging from there to the North 
West, North Central to the South East and 
currently South West? From Kwara to Kogi 
now down to Ondo, Ekiti and Oyo? Are they 
heading to the coastal city of  Lagos or not?

Worse still, is that of  the hideous attacks 
unleashed on defenceless school children 
and their lowly motivated teachers!

Expectedly, the recent attacks have sparked 
an escalating wave of  widespread fear and pan-
ic, leading to temporary closures of  schools in 
the affected communities. Parents are taking 
their children away from the schools. With this 
happening in a country that tops the global 
ranking of  out-of-school children, with esti-
mates ranging between 10.2 million and 18.3 
million calls for serious concern.

Also troubling is that since the rise of  
Boko Haram's insurgency in 2009—and ac-

celerating rapidly with mass school kidnap-
pings beginning in 2014—more than 1,600 
Nigerian school children have been abduct-
ed. While the 2014 Chibok abduction was the 
initial, major incident, mass kidnappings of  
students in Northern Nigeria have become 
a recurring ugly decimal of  security crisis, 
with over 1,400 students taken in the decade 
following 2014. In fact, back on November 
23 2025 Nigeria recorded the highest school 
abduction. According to the Christian Asso-
ciation of  Nigeria some  303 students and 12 
teachers were taken from St Mary's School in 
Papiri, Niger state - substantially more than 
previously estimated.

According to the Oyo state  police, six sus-
pects, who are currently in police custody 
and assisting security agencies in ongoing 
investigations into the incident.

The conversations reportedly contained 
information on routes within the National 
Park and locations used as hideouts by the 
criminals. So, what is the way forward?

The Safe School Initiative should be prac-
tised more than preached. For instance, it 
has transfered  students from high risk ar-
eas in Borno, Yobe and Adamawa states to 
safe schools in other parts of  the country. 
The German Federal Ministry for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (BMZ) has 
contributed 2 million EURO towards this 
component.

The first step is to ensure that a holistic 
approach involving proprietors, parents 
teachers association, the students, the com-
munities and security forces is taken. 

Solutions to student kidnapping in Nige-
ria should also focus on strengthening se-
curity through technology and intelligence 
informative gathering and acting on them.
Enhancing school safety should include tack-
ling poverty, and implementing stricter legal 
penalties.

 The key measures include deploying an-
ti-kidnapping squads,such as the SPS, using 
NIN/SIM monitoring for tracking, securing 
borders to curb arms proliferation, and fos-
tering community policing.

Oyo Schools' Tragedy: One Bloody Abduction Too Many! 
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Nigerians living in 
different parts of the 
world, including African 
countries such as South 
Africa, Ghana, Cameroon 
and Kenya, increasingly 
face discrimination, 
harassment and hostility

Bianca Ojukwu

Rethinking Africa As The Centrepiece Of Nigeria’s Foreign Policy
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It was shocking when this writer, who 
had known Bishop Dr Theophilus Taiwo 
Ajose for over 20 years, was last Sunday 
morning woken up by a phone call from 

a ministerial associate with the sad news that 
an Iroko had fallen.

We had a standing appointment for a chat 
on many issues, state of  the nation, as well as 
a national programme he and other ministers 
of  God under the auspices of  the Renewed 
Ministers of  Christ (RMC) were planning, 
slated for Lagos by the end of  this month.

Thus, the Church in Nigeria was thrown 
into mourning on Saturday, May 16, 2027, with 
the sudden death of  Bishop Ajose.

Bishop Ajose, who celebrated his 60th 
birthday last year, reportedly died in his 
house on Saturday afternoon. There was no 
report of  any illness.

Bishop Ajose, one of  the leading voices for 
Christians in the country, was until his death, 
a renowned intercessor and global prophet 
with connections across the globe.

The widely travelled and amiable minister 
of  God, was the Presiding Bishop of  Bishop 
Ajose International Ministries.

Until his death, Bishop Ajose, who had 
been playing major roles in encouraging 
Christians to join politics, belonged to several 
Christian groups, including the Christian As-
sociation of  Nigeria (CAN), Pentecostal Fel-
lowship of  Nigeria (CAN) and the Renewed 
Ministers for Christ (RMC) of  which he was 
the National Secretary.

Ajose was the pioneer Director, Director-
ate of  Politics and Governance (DPG), the po-
litical arm of  the Lagos PFN, and the Director 
General, Centre for Politics and Governance 
(CPG), the political arm of  the RMC.

He was also the Special Adviser (General 
Duties) to Bishop Stephen Adegbite, the La-
gos CAN Chairman and Executive Secretary, 
National Christian Pilgrims Commission 
(NCPC), among several other key positions.

Although the cause of  death is still un-
known, he was reportedly well, strong and 
hearty. Condolences have continued to pour 
in to the Ajose family, the PFN, CAN and 
RMC.

 Bishop Ajose celebrated his 60th birthday 
last year, an event that drew thousands of  
men of  God from every part of  the country 
and from various denominations.  Here are 
some of  the tributes by some of  his close 
friends, which they penned down to Sunday 
Independent.

Tireless Global Prophet, Intercessor - 
Archbishop Adejola

His Eminence, Joseph Adebayo Adejola 
aka The Unstoppable Oracle, Prelate and Pre-
siding Archbishop, The Lord’s Triumphant 
Ministries & Towers Inc (Solution Centre), 
Blessed Chapel, wrote:

Tribute to a God’s General, very good 
friend of  over 20 years, a tireless Leader Of  
Leaders, His Lordship, Bishop Dr. Taiwo The-
ophilus Ajose (JP).

“With heavy heart, I mourn the passing of  
a good friend and brother to glory. Few hours 
after your passing, we chatted about many 
deep things and how your day went on that 
same Friday.

“You told me to give you few minutes to 
take your dinner. Then we continued our 
conversation on phone until you said, ‘Good-
night, Your Grace Sir’. I did not know that you 

were bidding me farewell.
“I got to know Bishop Ajose through a 

great father, Bishop Aniete Etukudor about 
20 years ago. Then, we became so close that 
Pastor Kenny Ajose (his late twin) himself, 
and I lived together in the house at Ijaiye and 
Raimi Street, Grammar School, Ojodu, Lagos.

“Bishop Ajose, a tireless global prophet 
and intercessor; a juggernaut and spiritual 
caterpillar, a voice in Pentecostal Fellowship 
of  Nigeria (PFN) and the Christian Associa-
tion of  Nigeria (CAN).

“Well, death is a necessary end of  all of  us. 
Hebrew 9:27 says: ‘And as it is appointed unto 
men once to die…’ Good night, My Bishop. 
Adieu my great friend. May your soul rest 
in peace.”

He Was A Man Of The People, Benevolent – Bishop 
Robinson

Bishop Dr Saint Robinson, General Over-
seer, Abode of  Christ Assembly, Lagos, wrote: 
Bishop Dr Theophilus Taiwo Ajose was a 
great man of  God; and a man of  the people. 
My personal close relationship with him 
as friend and brother for over two and half  
decades makes his sudden departure very 
saddening. He was benevolently benevolent, 
a man who will always give and share with  
everyone whatever he has.

“He was a selfless man of  unequal match. 
He was a rallying point for a large pool of  
people.  He would be greatly missed. His death 
left a vacuum no one can fill.

“His demise is brutally shocking to me and 
hard to understand. Why him and why now? 
But, I rest my faith  and solace in Isaiah 57: 
1-2: ‘When a righteous man dies, and no one 
takes it to heart: and merciful men are taken 
away, no one considers that the righteous is 
taken away from the evil to come. Those who 
live good lives find peace and rest in death.’

“Eternity with Him and in Him, your 
Maker and Saviour  is surely sure. Rest on 
in Christ until we meet to part no more in 
the beauty of  endless glorification with Je-
sus Christ our Lord. Adieu my friend and 
brother.”

He was A Loyal Hand On The Plough – Apostle 
Akinyemi

Apostle Dr Bolaji O. Akinyemi, Convener, 
The Apostolic Round Table (ART) and Pres-

ident, Voice of  His Word Ministries, stated: 
“Writing has always been one of  the easiest 
things for me to do.

“But, since the painful departure of  my 
friend, whose passing was broken to me by 
Rev. Dr Stephen Oyinlola, the pen has be-
come unusually heavy and my mind deeply 
clouded.

“There are moments in life when words 
lose their usual obedience. This is one of  such 
moments. How does one suddenly begin to 
speak in the past tense of  a man whose face 
still fills the mind and whose presence still 
echoes strongly within the heart?

“Bishop Theophilus Taiwo Ajose was not 
merely a friend; he was one of  those rare men 
God sends into one’s life to make the journey 
lighter, steadier and more meaningful.

“I met him in the early 90s through Apostle 
Tim Iwowari, and from that moment, Ajose 
became impossible to forget.

“He was emotionally secure, fiercely loyal, 
and remarkably dependable. One thing about 
Bishop Ajose: once he embraced you, he nev-
er let go of  you.

“He understood relationships, understood 
ministry, and understood politics with un-
common depth and maturity. Many watched 
his political wisdom at work, especially in 
how he quietly, but effectively strengthened 
institutions and supported leadership.

“The vision and institution he hoped to 
build for the Church now rest in our collective 
care and responsibility. My heartfelt condo-
lences go to his dear wife, children, ministry 
family, PFN/CPFN, CAN, and especially to 
the man on whose right hand he functioned 
faithfully as Very Special Assistant on Special 
Duties, Bishop (Prof.) STV Adegbite, the man 
I fondly call ‘Four Man’.

“Sir, if  indeed you have lived up to that 
name and stature, it is because faithful hands 
like Ajose kept theirs firmly on the plough 
beside you.

“May strength be added to your strength. 
And may the Faith of  Christ entrusted into 
your custody never know reproach. Rest well, 
dear Bishop Ajose.”

A Quintessential Leader – Pastor Mathew
Pastor Dr Victor Mathew (JP) Lead Pas-

tor, Divine Channel Ministries Interna-
tional, Ikeja, Lagos: “William Shakespeare 
sounded metaphorical in his famous quote, 
‘The world a stage, All the men and women 
merely players, They have their exits and 
entrances, And one man in his time plays 
many parts.’

“The curtain closed in on our amiable, lov-
ing, caring, lover of  God and lover of  men, an 
Episcopal and Charismatic leader, a known 
strategist, well-schooled, intelligent and very 
importantly, a prophetic intercessor.

“I have known ‘His Lordship’, as I fondly 
called him, for over 15 years when I joined 
the Christian Association of  Nigeria (CAN, 
Ikeja), when he was  the chairman.

“At first, our relationship was just that of  
a religious leader and a follower, but it later 
without any  prompting, metamorphosed 
into a close relationship of  a mentor and 
mentee, sports marketing business, etc, and 
of  course, great and giant strides in CAN and 
PFN at the state level.

“Through him, I quickly climbed the 
rungs of  leadership which exposed me to in-
teract with fathers of  faith at different levels 
of  which, on my own, would have been very 

impossible.
“I appreciate you, His Lordship, for hold-

ing my hand and giving me platforms that 
are very strategic. Bishop Ajoae had so many 
parts I can explore because of  my closeness 
to him and his family.

“Many people do not know Bishop Ajose. 
He is not just a prophetic intercessor, but a 
man who carried so much grace in predictive 
prophecy, with accuracy.

“I witnessed that severally when we went 
on ministrations together. He was a of  very 
serious depth in spiritual mysteries apart 
from being a world-class Theologian.

“Everyone who knows him knows his 
annual 40 days of  fasting and prayers, ac-
companied by prophecies. Bishop Ajose was 
highly cerebral; he could hold his own with 
and among the best in different fields of  hu-
man endeavour.

“He acquired specialty in different fields, 
especially Software Engineering, ICT, Digital 
Marketing, etc. He is a known author of  many 
books and a voracious reader.

As a leader, he was a colossus. I consider 
him to be a grandmaster of  leadership be-
cause he mastered the art of  leadership.

“He was a strategist and was consulted by 
many leaders, a leader of  leaders. Most of  his 
mentees are leaders. He was a leader many 
willfully followed.

“He was a giver, very compassionate and 
caring; he was always going out of  his way to 
be a blessing to many.

Lastly, whatever he knows was helping, he 
was ready to share with others. I know many 
are shocked by his sudden exit. So I am.

“I know he still had many things to offer 
the Body of  Christ and the world at large. 
Bishop Ajose, you lived an impactful life; no 
one can dispute that.

“Rest in peace,Your Lordship. We miss 
you. We love you, but God loves you more. 
Continue to rest in the bosom of  the Lord.”

Bishop Ajose, who was born on May 31, 
1965, in Badagry, Lagos, and married to Rev. 
Dr Nkechi Ajose, was an ardent chess play-
er, one-time member of  the Badagry Chess 
Club and Lagos State University Chess As-
sociation, where he served as Secretary. He 
participated in the Nigerian Chess Olympic 
Qualifiers in the 1980s.

He was a vegetarian, and ate more plant-
based foods. He was a Certified Health Coach, 
who promoted healthy living. He was Fel-
low, Institute of  Management Consultants 
(FIMC), a Certified Management Consultant 
(CMC), as well as a Certified Management 
Specialist (CMS) with Distinction in Time 
Management (London Graduate School).

Also, Bishop Ajose held an Honorary 
Georgia Citizen Award by the State of  
Georgia (2017); ⁠US President’s LifeTime 
Achievement Award (2024) by President Joe 
Biden, as well as an FCBA (Fellow, Char-
tered Board of  Administrators of  Nigeria), 
⁠(Fellow, Maranatha Bible University 
(FMBU) as well as President, Africa Col-
lege of  Bishops and Apostles (AFRICOBA), 
USA & Nigeria.

Bishop Ajose has travelled to Jerusalem 
and other holy lands for about 15 times, 
during which he prayed for the country and 
encouraged Nigerian Christians to be there 
also. The PFN, CAN and other stakeholders 
are putting heads together to come out with 
the funeral programme which will take place 
soon.

Ajose

Bishop Ajose: God’s General, Global 
Intercessor Passes On
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 Could you please briefly tell us about yourself 
and your ministry?

I am Emmanuel Adetunji Abiodun Akan-
ji Adeonigbagbe. I was born on Christmas 
Day, December 25 over seven decades ago to 
a royal family from Ilesha, Osun State. My 
father died when I was very young. He pam-
pered me a lot as I was told by family mem-
bers, maybe I would not have become what 
I am today if  he was still alive. I moved to 
live in Ayesan in Odigbo Local Government 
Area, Ondo State with my grandmother. I 
enjoyed my childhood in the rural area and 
my grandmother’s modest house till my late 
elder brother came to take me to Ijebu-Ode. I 
attended Anglican Primary School, Ayesan, 
Muslim College, Ijebu-Ode and Bishop Phil-
lips Academy, Ibadan, for my secondary 
school education. I later proceeded to the 
Apostolic Teachers Training College, Ilesha, 
for my Grade II Certificate.

I was divinely called at age 7. I wor-
shipped in the Anglican and Cherubim & 
Seraphim Churches before joining the Ce-
lestial Church of  Christ. After many years 
in the Celestial Church, the Lord gave me a 
vision of  a “new golden cup”. By the Spe-
cial Grace of  God, I am the one the Lord 
used to establish Celica Church of  Christ 
Worldwide.

The journey began on November 15, 1992, 
in Ibadan, following a divine mandate (the 
symbolic new golden cup) to establish a min-
istry. Our song is ‘Hosanna’—the shout of  
joy and salvation. Our ministry is rooted in 
the White Garment tradition and our gar-
ment has a blue cross on the left hand side. It 
focused on the power of  the Holy Spirit, the 
efficacy of  prayer and the absolute author-
ity of  the Word of  God. Over the last three 
decades, we have been evolving, focusing 
on holiness, salvation, spiritual liberty and 
the physical well-being of  our members and 
non-members alike.

My journey in ministry has been a 
testament to God’s grace. There have 
been challenges though, His covenant 
with me has been kept and the Lord Je-
sus Christ has never failed me since He 
called me. I am grateful to God for His 
mercies in this spiritual journey since 
the age of  7.

 At your age, sir, you are still very active in minis-
try. What are the secrets?

The secret is simple: Divine Grace of  God. 
I have always believed that if  you honour 
God with all your heart, soul, spirit and 
time, he will renew your strength like the 
eagle’s. My passion for salvation of  souls 
keeps me energised. When you see the lives 
of  people being transformed and the cap-
tives being set free, it provides a spiritual 
tonic that defies biological age.

 How do you coordinate the affairs of the several 
branches of your ministry?

It is not an easy task, but this is achieved 
through cooperation and commitment of  
officials of  the church. There is a hierar-
chical order and authority which is guided 
by through the dictates of  the Holy Spirit. 
We ensure that the doctrine of  Celica re-
mains untainted across our various par-
ishes. We organise periodic retreats, sem-
inars and anniversaries that serve as our 
roadmap for uniformity in worship and 
administration.

 You are now in the United States of America. How 
is your ministry doing there?

The ministry is moving well to the glory 
of  God. The spiritual hunger among Nigeri-
ans and other nationals abroad is immense. 
We want to be a centre of  spiritual refuge, 
helping people maintain their faith while 
navigating the complexities of  life.

 What is your view on the church in Nigeria in 
general?

The church in Nigeria is vibrant but 
it is currently at a crossroads. While we 
may have the largest congregations in Af-
rica, there is a growing concern about the 
commercialisation of  the Gospel. I have of-
ten warned that many ‘men of  God’ have 
replaced the message of  the Cross with 
worldly messages. Many religious leaders 
have become part of  the nation’s problem, 
silent, compromised, and focused on world-
ly knowledge rather than the Holy Spirit. 
There is also a need for greater unity be-
yond denominational lines. My view, as I 
have shared in past interviews, is that the 
Nigerian church must return to its first love, 
deep, uncompromising holiness, a commit-
ment to social justice that reflects the heart 
of  Christ for the poor and the oppressed, and 
be the conscience of  the nation.

 Would you say the Christian Association of 
Nigeria (CAN) and its affiliate blocs are giving the 
church the good leadership it desires? In what 
areas should they improve upon?

CAN has tried its best, but there is always 
room for improvement. The organisation 
can sometimes become entangled in inter-
nal politics and power struggles among its 
blocs, which distracts it from its primary 
mission. The leadership must focus on the 
unity of  the Body of  Christ, rather than the 
interests of  specific denominations. They 
should improve on their advocacy for the 
persecuted church and ensure that they are 
a unified voice when addressing the Govern-
ment on matters of  social justice and nation-
al development. The association needs to 
be more proactive, vocal and less political. I 
believe CAN needs greater boldness, speak-
ing God’s mind to authorities without fear or 
favour, exposing occult influence, and acting 
as the nation’s compass.

 What is your take on the various reforms of the 
President Bola Tinubu administration?

The reforms, particularly the economic 
ones like the removal of  the fuel subsidy 
and the floating of  the Naira, have brought 
significant hardship to the masses. While 
the government argues these are “necessary 

evils” for long-term growth, the immediate 
suffering is real. As a cleric, my counsel to 
the administration is to ensure that the ‘pal-
liatives’ reach the truly vulnerable and poor, 
and that the reforms are tempered with a 
human face. The success of  these reforms 
will not be measured by economic indices 
alone, but by the tangible improvement in 
the lives of  the citizenry. Also, the reforms 
alone will not bring relief  without national 
repentance and divine guidance.

Would you say the Federal Government is doing 
enough to check insecurity and terrorism in 
Nigeria?

The answer will be a resounding ‘no’ as 
long as citizens cannot sleep peacefully in 
their homes; as long as farmers cannot go 
to their farms, and as long as school chil-
dren can be abducted from their classrooms. 
Insecurity remains a thorn in the flesh of  
our nation. While the security agencies are 
making efforts, the results on the ground, 
kidnappings, banditry, and insurgency sug-
gest that their strategy is failing and needs a 
total overhaul. It is not just a military prob-
lem, but it is also a socio-economic one. The 
Government must sincerely address the root 
causes of  desperation that make young peo-
ple susceptible to recruitment by evil forces. 
We must also go back to God for spiritual 
guidance and strictly follow his directives. 
Our messages from the Celica Church since 
1992 have repeatedly called for the formation 
of  a “National Spiritual Council” made of  
genuine prophets of  God from both Chris-
tian and Islam faiths. This will be replicat-
ed at State and local government level. The 
spiritual council will seek the face of  God 
on the various issues confronting the nation 
and give solutions from the Lord to those 
in authority. As a church, we will continue 
to pray for the protection and well-being of  
the nation.

 What is your take on the level of corruption in 
the country? Would you say the anti-corruption 
agencies are doing enough to check corruption 
in Nigeria?

Corruption is the ‘cancer’ of  Nigeria. The 

anti-corruption agencies like the EFCC and 
ICPC are trying, but the agencies are under-
funded, sometimes interfered with political-
ly, and the judicial process for corruption 
cases can be painfully slow. The fight has 
often appeared selective and politicised. 
We see high-profile cases drag on for years, 
and the lack of  strong and swift convictions 
diminishes the deterrent effect. What we 
need is a holistic war against corruption 
that starts in the mind and the heart. To 
truly check corruption, the law must be a 
“respecter of  no one”. There must be a holis-
tic and strict pursuit of  justice. The church 
also has a crucial role to play in preaching 
a gospel that produces men and women of  
integrity who will fear God and not steal, 
whether they are in public office or private 
business. Until we have a national culture 
that abhors corruption, the agencies will 
always be fighting a losing battle.

 Would you say the National Assembly is fulfilling 
its role of checking the excesses of the Execu-
tive?

Our National Assembly is often perceived 
as a “rubber stamp” for the Executive. The 
relationship has often been one of  scratch-
ing each other’s back, rather than true over-
sight. We have seen many instances where 
the legislature has not acted as a robust 
check, particularly during investigations 
or oversight functions. There is also a wide-
spread public perception that the National 
Assembly is most times more interested 
in its own privileges and the size of  its al-
lowances than in its constitutional duties. 
The “rubber stamp” allegation is one that 
hangs over many sessions of  the Assembly. 
For our democracy to thrive, the legislature 
must be independent. They are the repre-
sentatives of  the people, and their primary 
loyalty should be to the Nigerian citizens, 
not to the whims of  the Presidency. This is 
a matter of  constant prayer as a church as 
we desire Godly leadership in all arms of  
Government.

 How do you see the Nigerian Judiciary under the 
current dispensation?

The judiciary remains the last hope of  the 
common man, and its role cannot be over-
stated. We have witnessed some landmark 
judgments in recent times that have shown 
courage and a willingness to assert the ju-
diciary’s independence, even in politically 
charged cases. This is commendable and 
gives hope that the institution is not com-
pletely compromised.

However, we must not ignore the per-
sistent challenges. The perception of  cor-
ruption within the system, the issue of  
“judicial rascality” where conflicting judg-
ments are issued by courts of  coordinate 
jurisdiction and the painfully slow pace of  
justice delivery are major concerns. For the 
common man, justice delayed is often justice 
denied.

The judiciary needs a thorough internal 
cleansing and modernisation to restore full 
public confidence. As a man of  God, I believe 
that for justice to flow like a mighty stream, 
it must be built on the foundation of  truth 
and righteousness. These are qualities that 
must be upheld by every judge and judicial 
officer. We will continue to pray for divine 
wisdom for our justices and judges to act 
based on righteousness and truth knowing 
there is a divine judge watching their ac-
tions.

His Holiness, Rev. Emmanuel Adetunji Akanji Adeonigbagbe, is the Founder and Leader 
of the Celica Church of Christ Worldwide, a ministry that has branches all over Nigeria 
and overseas. Rev. Adeonigbade, now in his 70s spoke to EJIKEME OMENAZU on 
several issues concerning the Nigerian Church, even as he touched on some aspects of 
governance in the nation. Excerpt:

Adeonigbagbe

I’m Worried About Gospel Commercialisation By 
Nigerian Clerics – His Holiness Emmanuel Adeonigbagbe
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Africa’s Liberation Won’t Come 
From America, Europe – Rev. Ndeobi

Preserve Human Voices, Faces In Digital Age, 
Bishop Odetoyinbo Urges Media Practitioners

N G O Z I  U M A

 

The Senior Pastor of  Straight-
gate Family Worship Cen-
tre, Rev. (Dr.) Paul Ndeobi, 
has said that Africa, espe-

cially Nigeria, must stop depending 
on America and Europe for econom-
ic and political liberation, insisting 
that the continent’s future lies in the 
hands of  its own people.

Speaking during an interview in 
Lagos, the cleric and public affairs 
analyst argued that Western pow-
ers have no genuine interest in the 
progress of  African nations, adding 
that many of  the continent’s chal-
lenges are tied to foreign influence 
and poor leadership.

According to him, many Afri-
can countries continue to suffer 
because their leaders implement 
policies that favour foreign inter-
ests rather than the welfare of  their 
citizens.

“Nigeria’s destiny is not in the 
hands of  Americans or Europeans,” 
he said, adding, “Liberation will not 
come from them. Africans must 
understand that they have to build 
their nations themselves.”

Ndeobi claimed that Western 
nations prefer Africa to remain de-
pendent on them economically, espe-
cially in the area of  production and 
manufacturing.

He pointed to countries such as 
America, Germany, Japan, China 
and South Korea, saying their econ-
omies grew because they focused on 
producing goods and developing in-
dustries.

“You don’t grow an economy by 
trading alone. You grow an econ-
omy through manufacturing and 
production,” he stated.

He lamented that despite Nige-
ria’s vast natural resources, many 
citizens still live in poverty because 
of  what he described as “wrong gov-
ernment policies.”

According to him, hunger, unem-
ployment and insecurity have con-
tinued to worsen across the country, 
while ordinary Nigerians bear the 

C E L E S T I N E  A M O K E
 

The Bishop of  the Catholic Diocese 
of  Abeokuta, Most Rev. Peter Olu-
kayode Odetoyinbo, has called on 
journalists, media practitioners 
and content creators to use Arti-
ficial Intelligence responsibly and 
ethically, warning against its use 
for misinformation, manipulation 
and harm.

Bishop Odetoyinbo gave the 

Bishop Odetoyinbo flanked by with media practitioners on the occasion

Ndeobi

burden of  economic hardship.
The cleric also alleged that glob-

al institutions controlling the world 
economy do not prioritise Africa’s 
development, claiming that foreign 
powers often influence African pol-
itics and elections.

He argued that external financial 
support for elections gives foreign 
countries leverage over political 
outcomes in Nigeria and other Af-
rican nations.

“When outsiders fund elections, 
they naturally want the process to 
go in a direction that suits them,” 
he said.

On the 2027 general election, 
Ndeobi urged Nigerians not to lose 
faith in the electoral process despite 
widespread public frustration.

He dismissed claims that votes 
do not count, insisting that citi-
zens must participate actively in 
elections if  they want meaningful 
change.

“The lie that our votes do not 
count is not true,” he said. “If  votes 
do not matter, why are politicians 
desperate to buy votes and influence 
the process?”

He encouraged Nigerians to mo-
bilise their families and communi-

ties ahead of  the polls, stressing that 
democracy can only work when cit-
izens actively defend their mandate.

According to him, Nigerians 
must resist intimidation and refuse 
to surrender their future because of  
temporary inducements.

“People are hungry and suffer-
ing, and politicians take advantage 
of  that by offering small gifts in 
exchange for four years of  leader-
ship,” he said.

Speaking on concerns that Ni-
geria may gradually drift into a 
one-party state, the pastor alleged 
that many politicians defect to the 
ruling party out of  fear rather than 
conviction.

He claimed that threats, political 
pressure and fear of  losing political 
positions were responsible for the 
wave of  defections currently being 
witnessed in the country.

“The defections are not based on 
ideology or better policies. Many 
politicians are joining the ruling 
party because they are afraid of  
losing their seats,” he stated.

Ndeobi also called for stronger 
support for local industries and 
small businesses, particularly 
through institutions such as the 
Bank of  Industry.

He accused the institution of  
politicising support meant for 
small-scale businesses, adding that 
Nigeria cannot achieve economic 
stability without empowering local 
manufacturers.

Reflecting on the growing migra-
tion of  young Nigerians abroad, he 
said many parents are unhappy see-
ing their children leave the country 
permanently in search of  better op-
portunities.

“My children are abroad, but I 
am not happy about it,” he said. “We 
need to build a country where young 

charge on May 17, 2026, during a 
Holy Mass held at SS Peter & Paul 
Cathedral, Abeokuta, to mark the 
grand finale of  the 60th World 
Communications Week celebra-
tion, which commenced on May 10.

The theme of  this year’s cele-
bration was ‘Preserving Human 
Voices and Faces’.

In his homily, Bishop Odetoyin-
bo stressed the need for journal-
ists and media professionals to 

uphold human dignity, truth and 
authentic communication in an 
era increasingly shaped by Artifi-
cial Intelligence and digital media.

He urged media practitioners 
to embrace the ethical use of  dig-
ital platforms in promoting truth, 
fostering empathy and combating 
the spread of  misinformation in 
society.

The second part of  the cele-
bration featured a symposium 

that attracted technology experts, 
media professionals, media execu-
tives and veteran journalists from 
different parts of  the country to 
examine and discuss the Pope’s 
message for the World Communi-
cations Week.

The symposium was co-organ-
ised by the local chapter of  the 
Catholic Media Practitioners As-
sociation of  Nigeria to promote 
ethical standards and profession-
al growth among media practi-
tioners.

In his opening remarks, Bish-
op Odetoyinbo charged commu-
nicators to use their platforms to 
inspire hope and preserve human 
dignity despite prevailing political 
and socio-economic challenges.

He emphasised that Artificial 
Intelligence and media platforms 
should serve as tools for evangeli-
sation and social good rather than 
instruments of  division and mis-
information.

Summarising the message of  
Pope Leo XIV for the 60th World 
Communications Day, participants 
noted that the Pope described hu-
man faces and voices as sacred 
gifts from God that reflect human 
identity and divine image.

people can stay, work and succeed 
without feeling forced to leave.”

He urged religious leaders and 
political stakeholders to prioritise 
the collective interest of  Nigerians 
over personal or political gain.

According to him, the focus 
should be on creating a better fu-
ture for coming generations rather 
than supporting politicians for self-
ish reasons.

“We must think about the com-
mon good and the future of  our 
children,” he said. “Nigeria can still 
become better if  the people rise and 
take responsibility for the country.”

Ndeobi also appealed to religious 
leaders and influential Nigerians to 
think beyond personal or political 
interests and focus on the common 
good of  the country.

According to him, the future of  
Nigeria depends on collective sac-
rifice and responsible leadership.

“This is not the time for self-
ishness,” he said. “We must think 
about the future we are leaving be-
hind for our children.”

On his expectations for the 2027 
elections, the cleric warned that 
Nigerians must remain vigilant if  
they want change.

“If  Nigerians do not rise up and 
participate actively, the election 
may go against the wishes of  the 
people,” he said.

He insisted that meaningful 
change would only happen when 
citizens become more involved in 
the democratic process and contin-
ue to demand accountability from 
leaders.

“This is the time for Nigeri-
ans to wake up,” he added. “We 
cannot continue crying and com-
plaining without taking action. 
The power still belongs to the 
people.”

According to the message, while 
Artificial Intelligence can imitate 
voices and faces, it cannot replace 
genuine human presence, relation-
ships and compassion.

The Pope also warned against 
excessive dependence on technolo-
gy and social media, saying it could 
weaken creativity, critical thinking 
and human relationships.

He cautioned against fake in-
formation, online manipulation 
and digital practices capable of  
dividing people, urging media 
users to think critically and re-
main committed to spread of  the 
truth.

The Pope further called for 
responsibility from technology 
companies, governments and me-
dia organisations in safeguarding 
human dignity, while also advocat-
ing cooperation among families, 
schools, the Church and society 
in guiding digital innovation re-
sponsibly.

He equally stressed the need for 
media and AI literacy, especially 
among young people, to ensure that 
technology serves humanity and 
not the other way round.

Discussants at the symposium 
agreed that while Artificial Intel-
ligence could greatly assist jour-
nalism and communication, me-
dia professionals must continue 
to verify facts thoroughly before 
publication in order to avoid the 
spread of  false or misleading in-
formation.
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Believing

?

Treasure is the most valu-
able thing in people’s lives. 
In 1 Kings 3:5-12, King Sol-
omon was given an open 

cheque to ask whatever he wants 
from God. Instead of  choosing 
wealth or power he chose Wisdom. 
Today, he is known as the wisest 
king in Israel. For King Solomon, 
Wisdom is the most treasure-able 
thing in life. Child of  God, what 
is the most treasure-able thing in 
your own life? 

In Matthew 13:44-52 our Lord 
Jesus Christ gave three para-
bles to prove that the Kingdom 
of  heaven is a hidden Treasure.  
According to him, “The kingdom 
of  heaven is like treasure hidden 
in a field, which a man found and 
covered up; then in his joy he 
goes and sells all that he has and 
buys that field.” Heaven is indeed 
a hidden treasure! 

The best investment anyone 
can have while on earth is heav-
enly investment. Unfortunately, 
people spend their money, their 
time and even their energy on 
earthly treasures and invest-
ments. Yet, when they die, they 
are not buried with any of  those 
investments.  

In  Matthew 6:19-21 Jesus told 
His followers,  “Do not lay up for 
yourselves treasures on earth, 
where moth and rust destroy 
and where thieves break in and 
steal; but lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where nei-
ther moth nor rust destroys and 
where thieves do not break in 
and steal.  For where your trea-
sure is, there your heart will be 
also.” Child of  God, where is your 
treasure – on earth or in heaven? 

Jesus used a second parable to 
describe the kingdom of  heaven. 

According to him, the kingdom 
of  heaven is like a merchant in 
search of  fine pearls, who, on 
finding one pearl of  great value, 
went and sold all that he had and 
bought it.” Child of  God, if  you 
have not made any sacrifice for 
heaven, then you have not started! 

Our family members are the 
most important people in our 
lives yet, Jesus told his followers, 
“If  anyone comes to Me and does 
not hate his father and mother, 
wife and children, brothers and 
sisters, yes, and his own life also, 
he cannot be My disciple” (Luke 
14:26) Child of  God, like the mer-
chant who sold everything for his 
treasure, you must be ready to 
make the necessary sacrifices as 
long as heaven is concerned.

In the third parable Jesus 
said, “The kingdom of  heaven 
is like a net which was thrown 

into the sea and gathered fish of  
every kind; when it was full, men 
drew it ashore and sat down and 
sorted the good into vessels but 
threw away the bad. So it will be 
at the close of  the age. The an-
gels will come out and separate 
the evil from the righteous, and 
throw them into the furnace of  
fire, where there will be weeping 
and gnashing of  teeth.” All that 
glitters is not gold. To be valu-
able in God’s sight you must live 
righteously! Just as our Lord 
Jesus Christ declares, “Every 
scribe who has been trained for 
the kingdom of  heaven is like a 

householder who brings out of  
his treasure what is new and 
what is old.”Child of  God, you 
are trained and destined for heav-
en and for God’s glory. 

As St. Paul rightly declares 
in Romans 8:28-30 as you make 
heaven your ultimate treasure, 
all things will work together for 
your good! God has predestined 
you for greatness. He has also 
called and justified you.  Through 
Justification you will be glorified 
and it shall well with you in Je-
sus name – Amen! 

Happy Sunday from Rev. Fr. 
John Damian Adizie

The Hidden Treasure

Hear ye! Hear ye! Let the bell 
of  the town crier echo through 
sanctuaries, prayer halls, ca-
thedrals, and crusade grounds 
across Nigeria, for there are 
secrets hidden behind church 
curtains that the congregation 
rarely sees. Before the choir as-
cends, before the pastor mounts 
the pulpit, before the “fire” falls 
and the microphones roar, anoth-
er atmosphere often brews in the 
sacristy. It is not always the fra-
grance of  holiness. Sometimes it 
is the stench of  carnality, envy, 
manipulation, and hidden com-
promise.

The sacristy, once meant to 
be a place of  prayer, prepara-
tion, and consecration, has in 
many places become a theatre 
of  gossip, rivalry, bitterness, 
and performance management. 
Ministers who moments later 
will preach unity often sit behind 
closed doors tearing each other 
apart. Choir leaders exchange 
hatred beneath forced smiles. 
Protocol officers insult one an-

other while rehearsing honour 
for the altar. Assistants jostle for 
visibility, influence, and close-
ness to power. Before the first 
“Praise the Lord,” wounds have 
already been inflicted in secret.

Hear ye! The town crier cries 
aloud that some churches have 
become houses of  spiritual con-
tradiction. There are ministers 
who preach holiness publicly yet 
privately indulge in immorality. 
Some are trapped in secret addic-
tions, pornography, alcoholism, 
adultery, and financial manipu-
lation. Others flirt with occultic 
tendencies, seeking shortcuts to 
power, influence, and crowd-pull-
ing miracles. Strange rituals are 
whispered about in corners. Fear 
replaces faith. Manipulation re-
places prayer. Performance re-
places genuine power.

The tragedy deepens because 
many congregants are hypno-
tized by spectacle. Once the lights 
shine, the choir sings, and mira-
cles are announced, discernment 
disappears. Members defend 

what they do not understand 
and celebrate what they should 
question. The preacher’s charis-
ma blinds them to the preacher’s 
contradictions. The altar be-
comes untouchable, even when 
corruption is obvious. Thus, 
deception grows comfortably in-
side the Church.

What causes this decay. The 
answer is painful. There is too 
much ambition and too little con-
secration. Many entered minis-
try for relevance, wealth, fame, 
or escape from poverty rather 
than divine calling. The pressure 
to maintain crowds and sustain 
influence pushes some ministers 
into dangerous compromises. 
Prayer closets are abandoned 
for strategy rooms. Brokenness 
before God is replaced by brand-
ing before men.

The consequences are devas-
tating. Genuine believers become 
wounded and confused. Young 
people, watching the contradic-
tions, slowly lose respect for the 
Church. Some walk away from 

Christianity entirely, not be-
cause Christ failed them, but be-
cause hypocrisy exhausted them. 
The gospel becomes mocked in 
society because the messengers 
have contaminated the message.

Yet hear this, the town crier 
does not sound the bell merely 
to condemn, but to awaken re-
pentance. The Church can still 
recover. Ministers must return 
to the fear of  God. Sacristies 
must again become places of  
prayer rather than politics. 
Preachers must choose integri-
ty over image. Choirs must val-
ue holiness above performance. 
Church workers must stop wor-
shipping titles and start pursu-
ing truth.

Congregants too must awaken 
from blind loyalty. Every miracle 
must not suspend discernment. 
Every loud sermon must not si-
lence wisdom. Christians must 

learn the Scriptures for them-
selves and stop surrendering 
their conscience to personalities. 
The Church belongs to Christ, 
not to empires built around men.

Scripture declares in 1 Peter 
4:17 that “judgment must begin 
at the house of  God.” The time 
has come for repentance in the 
sanctuary. The altar must be 
cleansed. The hidden works of  
darkness must be confronted. 
Ministers must weep again be-
tween the porch and the altar, not 
for performance, but for purity.

Hear ye, Nigeria! The future 
of  the Church cannot be built on 
hidden corruption and polished 
hypocrisy. The bells are tolling. 
The alarm is sounding. Let min-
isters repent. Let congregants 
awaken. Let the sacristy return 
to holiness before the pulpit loses 
its voice entirely.

He that hath ears, let him hear.

Juliet is having a hard time with her boy-
friend’s family because they think she is 
only with him because he is rich not be-
cause she truly loves him and wants to stay 
with him. The problem started after her 
boyfriend had a terrible accident that led to 
the amputation of  his leg. Since then, many 
people around them started to believe that 
Juliet has remained in the relationship be-
cause of  what she is gaining and what she 
still stands to gain in the future.

"We were high school sweethearts. We 
met at a JAMB lesson center where we 
studied together. We both passed our ex-
ams and gained admission into the same 
university. From the beginning, we were 
very close, like best friends and siblings. 
After our first year in school, his feelings 
for me became stronger. He used to get jeal-
ous whenever another guy tried to ask me 
out. But at that time, I didn’t see him that 
way. To me, he was just my best friend. 
Still, he continued to tell me how much 
he loved me and wanted us to be together. 
At first, I was not interested because I was 
a few months older than him, and I felt I 

needed a more mature man. But he was 
willing to grow and become the kind of  
man I wanted. With time, I fell in love with 
him, too. We officially started dating in our 
third year at the university when we were 
both 22 years old. Our relationship became 
very serious, and after graduation, he told 
me he wanted us to get married.

“He had a terrible accident that led to 
the loss of  his right leg. That was when all 
our problems started. Even after the acci-
dent, my love for him never changed. He 
was still the same caring, loving, and kind 
person I knew. God also blessed him with 
a good job, and he continued to do well in 
life. But our families became a problem. 
My family believed I am only staying with 
him out of  pity. They keep telling me that 
one day I would get tired of  his condition 
and become frustrated in the marriage. His 
own family also doubts me. They believe I 
am still with him because of  his money and 
success. Almost every day, we are trying to 
prove that our love is real. I especially feel 
pressured to prove myself  to his family. His 
sister once asked me if  I would still love 

him if  he had not gotten a good job after the 
accident or if  he had become poor. What 
hurts me most is that they seem to have 
forgotten all the sacrifices I made for him 
when he was in the hospital. I stayed by his 
side throughout that difficult period and 
never abandoned him. Sometimes, I feel 
they are unhappy because he always puts 
me first in his plans. Recently, he bought 
me a car and, since then, the tension has 
become worse. Honestly, I am tired emo-
tionally. I don’t like the way his family sees 
me and, whenever I am around them, I feel 
uncomfortable and careful about every-
thing I do. Someone even warned me that 
if  I eventually marry him, his family may 
frustrate me out of  the marriage. Right 
now, I don’t know what to do."

Dear Juliet, you should not allow the 
opinions of  other people to affect your rela-
tionship with your man. What matters most 
is the love and understanding both of  you 
share. At the same time, you need to honestly 
check yourself  and see if  there are certain 
things you say or do that may be making 

his family feel you are with him because 
of  his money. If  there are, try to correct 
them and prove their assumptions wrong 
through your actions. You do not need to 
pretend or walk on eggshells around them. 
Just continue to show genuine love and care 
for your man, and also treat his family with 
kindness and respect. Let them see through 
your actions that you truly care about him 
and his wellbeing. Since both of  you were 
together long before the accident happened, 
stay committed to your relationship if  you 
truly love him. With time, people will gradu-
ally understand your intentions and adjust 
to the situation.

Hello readers, thanks for reading 
through. You can inbox your opinions or 
share your own experiences.
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On the last morning of  a 
writers’ retreat I went 
to a year ago, there was 
a tiny bell lying on the 

seat of  every chair in the spa-
cious conference center. The 
weekend was unlike any gather-
ing of  writers I’d ever been to: 
for two days, we attendees had 
listened, enthralled, to one her-
esy after another. “Find a hobby 
that isn’t writing,” one speaker 
said. “Take walks. Do yoga. Don’t 
be literary. Be a human being.” 
Another went further. “It doesn’t 
take that much time to get writ-
ing done,” she said, and a gasp 
rippled through the audience. 
Here were writers who took 
their art seriously, but not them-
selves—at least, not all the time.

I was charmed to find the little 
trinket on my seat. What was it 
for? While the auditorium began 
to fill, people traded them, pock-
eted them, bounced them from 
hand to hand.

One of  the workshop leaders 
took the microphone. He asked 
us to take our bells, hold them 
as tightly as we could, and give 
them a shake. Nothing happened, 
although several faces turned red 
with exertion.

“Now take your bell,” he said, 
“hold it loosely in your hand, and 
shake it.”

Lovely tinkling music filled 
the giant room up to its vaulted 
ceiling.

“That’s how you need to ap-
proach writing,” he told us—not 
with clenched fists, but with open 
hands.

Relaxed. Playful. Open to pos-
sibility.

I returned home from the 
weekend, set the bell on my desk, 
and told myself  the next hour or 
two was just for fun. Then I start-
ed to write—with results that 
surprised me. I began to wonder 
if  other writers knew something 
I didn’t. Could writing be as en-
joyable at the outset as at the 
conclusion? Could it be—dare I 
say it?—something close to play?

I interviewed four of  my fa-
vorite writers to find out, and, 
although they didn’t all use (or 
even like) the word play, some 
clear themes began to emerge. 
Themes like surprise, laughter, 
and a willingness to let go of  
self-consciousness and conven-
tion. These writers have discov-
ered ways to bring joy into their 
work, so perhaps it’s no surprise 
that their writing is a delight to 
read.

Brenda Miller
One of  the workshop leaders 

at the retreat was Brenda Mill-
er. As she walked us through the 
steps of  writing short, powerful 
pieces, like her much-anthol-
ogized apologia “Swerve” and 
the sensory-rich “What I Could 
Eat,” she couldn’t stop smiling. 
On the last day of  the conference, 
I asked her about her generative 
writing group, which meets ev-
ery week to do a series of  unusu-
al exercises: first, five minutes 
of  subject-verb-object sentenc-
es; then, ten minutes of  linking 
sentences; and finally, one long, 
continuous run-on sentence for 
twenty minutes. I was puzzled by 
so much prescription.

“It’s an interesting paradox,” 
she said.

Sometimes, the more con-
straints we give ourselves, the 
more fun we can have. Think 

about the rules of  a sport or a 
game: while a free-for-all may 
sound like fun, we often prefer 
to have rules and guidelines, 
and to see how much creativity 
and mastery we can accomplish 
within those guidelines. For 
these particular exercises (which 
were taught to me by the artist 
and writer Nancy Canyon), the 
rules give your intellectual mind 
something to concentrate on, and 
then your subconscious mind 
can come out to play. The time 
limit quiets the inner censor and 
forces you to keep writing what-
ever comes out.

Miller said she also plays in 
her writing practice by trying 
pieces as “hermit crab” essays:

In a hermit crab piece, you are 
adopting already existing forms 
to tell your story, such as a recipe, 
a how-to article, etc. I’ve written 
pieces in the forms of  rejection 
notes, field guides, a table of  fig-
ures, and how-to pieces. I end 
up having so much fun develop-
ing and playing with the voices 
of  these forms that the writing 
barely seems like work. In the 
rejection note piece, titled, “We 
Regret to Inform You,” I begin 
by cataloging all the rejections 
one receives from grade school 
on, so it starts on a lighthearted 
note and gets progressively more 
serious as the chronology goes 
along, including my experienc-
es with two miscarriages in my 
early twenties.

Miller has talked about sea-
sons in her writing life—writing 
in solitude, writing in commu-
nity, and, most recently, writing 
in collaboration: I’ve been doing 
two different collaborations over 
the last year: one with my col-
league and friend Lee Gulyas and 
one with my friend Julie Marie 
Wade. With Lee, we’ve been trad-
ing photographs and writing to 
the images, sometimes together 
and sometimes individually. You 
never know what the image will 
trigger, how our two perspectives 
will either mesh or diverge.

With Julie, we’ve written 
many different kinds of  essays, 
usually with one of  us starting 
on a specific topic and lobbing 
the essay back to the other. In 
this way, the essay builds bit by 
bit, shifting directions, always 
surprising us. Sometimes, it 
feels like a conversation with 
each section referring directly 
to something that came before 
(such as the essay “Toys” in CNF 
#60); sometimes, it feels more 
like parallel play.

I asked if  she had always ap-
proached writing with this atti-
tude of  play.

I can say that after writing 
for more than thirty years, and 
teaching for almost twenty, I 
had to find some new ways to 
approach the writing process, or 
I would have stopped writing al-
together. As a creative nonfiction 
writer, it can be easy to feel like 
you’ve used up your material, so 
the emphasis becomes finding 
new perspectives and forms. And 
yes, this approach makes me very 
happy to write. I get that thrill 
of  writing something new and 

unexpected almost every time I 
come out to play.

Brian Doyle
I first met Brian Doyle at a 

writers’ workshop fifteen years 
ago and have been a fan ever 
since. He had a handout that sug-
gested writers think sideways: 
What does grass mean? How does 
winter smell? In “Playfulness-
ness: A Note,” Doyle argues that 
the essay is “the most playful of  
forms, liable to hilarity and free 
association and startlement.”

I recently asked him if  he 
thinks he brings those qualities 
to his own writing.

Hmm—I do think it’s true, and 
immediately think of  my sister 
saying I am congenitally won-
der-addled because I got specta-
cles at age seven and have nev-
er recovered from that wash of  
wonder. I suppose I am also sort 
of  addicted to the salt and swing 
and song of  the American lan-
guage, which is a bruised dusty 
lewd brave vibrant language, and 
trammelling it carefully seems 
disrespectful to me, as long as I 
am clear. I set out with an idea 
and try to hammer sentences 
that have loose ends; does that 
make sense? I never know where 
a story or an essay or a proem is 
going to end up, or even go, quite. 
. . . I just start, and I have in mind 
that I want to write like people 
talk and think, in loose-limbed, 
free, piercing, entertaining ways, 
and things go from there—some-
times utterly to the dogs.

I had to ask: what does it mean 
to hammer sentences that have 
loose ends?

I am trying to stay open to 
surprise, to spin, to swerve, to 
deepen—I want to start and 
then see what happens. I sus-
pect that if  you know exactly 
what you want to say, or exactly 
how a piece should end, then you 
have put yourself  in a polite jail 
cell. I have the utmost respect 
for op-eds and editorials and re-
ports and journalism, but I also 
love and am much more deeply 
moved by pieces that are open to 
surprise. An example for me is a 
long essay called “The Meteor-
ites,” which started out simply 
as a list of  all the weird summer 
jobs I’d had, and morphed into a 
piece about being a counsellor at 
a summer day camp, and finally 
into a piece very much about the 
spangle and spatter of  light and 
love.

Language isn’t the only thing 
Doyle doesn’t “trammel careful-
ly.” He also plays with form, and I 
asked him about his proems—the 
word he uses to describe his box-
shaped pieces that are part poem, 
part prose, part prayer.

With the proems, I want to get 
to some place between prose and 
poems, because while poems at 
their best are the form closest 
to music and swing and rhythm 
and cadence, at their worst, 
they are artsy-fartsy selfish elu-
sive self-absorbed muddles; can 
you make a thing that’s alert to 
music but also clear as a bell, in 
unadorned conversational lines? 
And as regarding forms, there 

are so many: the story that’s all 
one voice; a paragraph in which 
two stories are being told alter-
nately, as happens in my novel 
Mink River; the essay that is 
clearly wildly hyperbolic but also 
totally true because you waved 
the hyperbole flag, somehow. . .

Doyle has advised new writers 
to “type fast and tell a story with 
your fingers.”

Newer writers very often sit 
down with expectations and 
plans and programs and outlines 
and assumptions as to form, and 
I think all those things are little 
jail cells. You shut off  so much 
possible when you insist on what 
must be. And so much poor writ-
ing is just news and memory and 
explanation and persuasion and 
report and data and airy opinion; 
whereas stories are bigger deep-
er wilder unforgettabler. For me, 
I think it was years as a journal-
ist on magazines and papers in 
Boston and Chicago that made 
me yearn for what was under 
mere reporting and accounting. 
Could I catch and share mo-
ments, images, the deeper story? 
Could you use one tiny story to 
carry a thousand bigger stories 
on its shoulders?

David Quammen
I met David Quammen a year 

ago when I interviewed him 
about his book Ebola in the wake 
of  the 2014 outbreak. A literary 
journalist who specializes in 
ecology and evolutionary biolo-
gy, Quammen told me, then, that 
his purposes “are divided about 
halfway between education and 
vaudeville” as he tries to make 
science writing accessible to a 
broad audience. When I recent-
ly asked him about approaching 
writing with an attitude of  play-
fulness, he made it clear he didn’t 
like that word:

First thing I want to say is 
that I distrust programmatic ap-
proaches to writing. It can’t be 
taught. A person is funny or play-
ful if  he or she has that capacity. 
Or not. It’s not a recipe. I love hu-
mor. I love surprise. I tend to be a 
smart aleck. “Playfulness”? Meh.

I pressed him. While playful-
ness may not be the right word 
in every case, how writers escape 
“programmatic” approaches to 
writing to keep returning and 
delighting in their work was ex-
actly what I was interested in. 
How, for instance, does he find 

The Importance Of Play: On Finding 
Joy In Your Writing Practice
How to Approach Your Work with Open Hands, Not Closed Fists

Susan Rowe
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moments of  relief  while writing 
about infectious disease? He ac-
knowledged the challenge:

The world right now is grim. 
Problems are dire. It’s rotten, 
catastrophic. But also filled with 
wonders, joys, amazing places 
and things, heroic behaviours. 
Pratfalls and ridiculosity. It’s 
always important to be able to 
laugh in the face of  gloom, and in 
the face of  time. I’ve learned that 
from some of  the masters—Sam-
uel Beckett; Faulkner; Ed Abbey; 
Dorothy Parker; my Irish mother, 
Mary Egan Quammen.

Quammen noted his hu-
mour can be dry and oblique. 
In Spillover, about the growing 
incidence of  zoonotic diseases 
(infections that spread from ani-
mals to humans), he recounts an 
instance in which a Texas lab eu-
thanized forty-nine monkeys as a 
precaution because they shared 
the same room as one that died 
and tested positive for Reston vi-
rus. Most of  the monkeys, later 
screened posthumously for the 
virus, tested negative. Without 
missing a beat, Quammen writes, 
“Ten employees who had helped 
unload and handle the monkeys 
were also screened for infection, 
and they also tested negative, but 
none of  them were euthanized.”

Gallows humour is helpful, 
too, if  you’re writing about 
something like Ebola or HIV or 
herpes B. There’s always room, 
if  it’s done with irony about the 
brutality of  life and with sympa-
thy for the victims’ side. Why not 
laugh darkly? We need laughter 
as much as we need pharmaceu-
ticals.

Surprise is something Qua-
mmen said he relishes in his 
work. For him, it comes not from 
plumbing the depths of  memo-
ry, but from the people he inter-
views.

I get interested, immediately, 
in their whole lives, their whole 
stories. I wait and hope for them 
to surprise me. I never ever ever 
say to a source, “Give me a quote 
on yadda yadda.” I ask genuine 
questions. I wait and hope for 
them to tell me a story because 
they suddenly feel they can trust 
me with something they have 
never told any other person—or, 
at least, any other writer. Jack 
Horner did that with me, 35 years 
ago: dyslexia led him to dinosaur 
bones. Kelly Warfield did it more 
recently: working in a 7-Eleven 
at Fort Detrick led her to Ebola 
research.

Abigail Thomas
At the writing retreat, Brenda 

Miller introduced me to Thom-
as’s first memoir, Safekeeping. 
She presented it as an example 
of  memoir that—with its tiny 
micro-chapters, third-person 
accounts, and soliloquies from 
Thomas’s sister who comes in 
now and again to explain the 
action (a move Miller likened to 
a Greek chorus)—doesn’t follow 
convention. It’s a memoir about 
loss, and yet there are moments 
when it’s impossible not to laugh. 
I asked Thomas about the book’s 
playful tone.

Well, lots of  my memories 
were hilarious, as were the con-
versations with my sister. Life 
is full of  loss but also a lot of  
laughs, thank god. And yeah, 
probably because I had no set 
plan, no outline, no nothing, 
anything and everything came 

marching in. Or slithering. Life 
is so very funny, right in the mid-
dle of  everything awful. That’s 
how we survive, I think.

The way I wrote Safekeeping 
was determined by the way my 
memory works (or doesn’t). My 
memory is terrible, but what I 
do remember, I remember well. 
There usually isn’t any intersti-
tial material. After [my second 
husband] Quin died, these hun-
dreds of  little pieces came more 
or less flying out of  me. It wasn’t 
a plan. I really didn’t know why 
I was doing what I was doing, 
didn’t for a long time think it 
would be a book. I was writing 
down moments, mostly—mo-
ments and feelings I remembered 
well.

I do think that if  you have a 
memory, and you get it right, you 
leave it alone. You don’t need to 
put in the weather report or 
whatever else is lying around 
on the grass. Hit it, hit it as best 
as you can, and move on. And I 
couldn’t have done it without my 
sister. Wonderful, the Greek cho-
rus description. Perfect.

Thomas is known for assign-
ing her students “two pages” 
exercises as a way into a story 
“they may be staring too direct-
ly in the face,” she writes in her 
book Thinking about Memoir. 
She recalled a workshop in which 
she asked students to write two 
pages about a time they were 
dressed inappropriately for the 
occasion:

One woman described what 
had happened to her first hus-
band. He had been helping load 
a truck for a neighbour, someone 
he barely knew, but that was the 
kind of  generous man he was. 
The truck moved unexpectedly, 
and her husband was thrown 
to the ground. By the time they 
got him to the hospital, he was 
declared brain-dead. She remem-
bered walking back and forth on 
the roof  of  the hospital with her 
husband’s brother, trying to de-
cide whether or not to take him 
off  life support, and thinking she 
was wearing the wrong clothes 
to be making such a decision: 
cutoffs, a T-shirt, sandals. It was 
the first time she’d ever written 
about this, and it was the assign-
ment that gave her a side door. 
Extremely moving.

Two pages makes it less intim-
idating. If  it goes longer, fine. But 
it doesn’t have to. We’re not on 
guard.

There’s a line in Thinking 
about Memoir that reminds me 
of  the object lesson at the writ-
ers’ retreat with the bell: “We do 
better when we’re not trying too 
hard,” Thomas writes. “There 
is nothing more deadening to 
creativity than the grim deter-
mination to write.” How does 
she avoid the writerly tendency 
toward grim determination?

Doing absolutely nothing 
helps. Keep quiet. Take note of  
what you notice. See what hap-
pens. Get out of  the way. Stop 
thinking. Wait for the unlikely 
pair to couple. Take naps. Espe-
cially take naps. If  something 
strikes you while you’re begin-
ning to drift off  (and it will), 
get up immediately and write it 
down. For me, painting is a won-

derful way of  using a different 
part of  what’s left of  my brain. 
I just wait for the accident, wait 
for the thing to reveal itself  to 
me. I’m NOT in charge.

What’s the most fun you’ve 
ever had writing?

Brenda Miller:
The most fun I’ve ever had 

writing was when I wrote my 
first hermit crab piece, “How to 
Meditate.” I loved poking fun at 
both myself  and the earnestness 
of  the meditation community 
while still getting at the heart 
of  some essential experiences. 
It was the first time I felt so im-
mersed in a voice not my own, 
and I wrote the entire piece in 
one twelve-hour writing day on 
retreat at the Ucross Foundation 
in Wyoming.

Brian Doyle:
Oh man, a nonfiction book 

about a year in a vineyard: The 
Grail. That was fun for all sorts 
of  reasons, not just the wine. To 
write loose and free about a real 
place and people and science, 
to write a fun book about wine 
in a world filled with so many 
somber, lugubrious books about 
wine…

David Quammen:
In Spillover, I used the tech-

niques of  fiction (which I had 
once used in writing novels) 
to give the reader an imagined 
(truth in advertising) version of  
how the fateful passage of  HIV 
from a forest-dwelling chimpan-
zee to the big cities of  Central 
Africa may have happened. It 
was risky, this movement in a 
nonfiction book from carefully 
reported scientific fact into a 
mythic mode—and it was liber-
ating, and maybe a bit provoc-
ative. I can still remember the 
thrill as my hypothetical story 
of  that event, featuring a char-
acter I called the Voyager, unfold-
ed for me each day on the page. 
It was great fun, in roughly the 
same way that running a Class V 
stretch of  whitewater in a kayak 
is fun—dangerous, exhilarating, 
worth-the-risk fun.

Abigail Thomas:
Well, I had a lot of  fun with 

“Sixteen Again,” the account of  
a date where I feel madly in love 
with the guy who did not return 
the compliment, and got over it 
very quickly. The essay changed 
in the course of  the writing from 
a lament to a sort of  triumph, 
and I wound up laughing.
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E J I K E M E  O M E N A Z U
 

The ruling All Progressives Con-
gress (APC) has held its prima-
ries ahead of  the 2027 general 
elections. However, feelers from 

across the country show that the event 
has not been smooth at several areas, 
both in the North and South. In several 
places, there are allegations of  rigging, 
vote-buying and other forms of  manipu-
lation. Many have wondered if  the party 
would indeed survive the crises that are 
emerging.

The crises were not really unexpect-
ed as many had predicted such with the 
massive defections to the ruling party 
from opposition parties, especially the 
crisis-ridden Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP). Given the hullabaloo trailing the 
APC primaries, many people are predict-
ing a possible implosion of  the ruling par-
ty at the post primary period, during or 
after the general elections.

The defectors were said to have dis-
placed the legacy members of  the party, es-
pecially where the state governors joined 
the APC with all their state apparatus and 

structures, including the state executives 
and the legislatures.

The party, according to a guideline for 
the primaries, adopted the direct prima-
ry mode that would allow all registered 
members participate in choosing those 
who will fly the party’s flags in the vari-
ous elective offices.

However, media reports indicate that 
the primaries, although smooth in sev-
eral states, were riddled with crises in 
some states, such as Kwara, Delta and 
even some parts of  Lagos.

The Surulere State Constituency 1 was 
on the spotlight as several social media 
postings showed the incumbent House of  
Assembly members and Nollywood actor, 
Desmond Elliot, making statements and 
even begging his constituents.

But, at the end of  the day, Elliot report-
edly withdrew from the race, alleging 
intimidation. His withdrawal enabled a 
former aide to Lagos State Governor, Ba-
bajide Sanwo-Olu, Barakat Odunuga-Ba-
kare, to emerge unopposed.

CLAIMS AND COUNTER-CLAIMS

In Surulere Constituency II, a lawyer, 
Damilola Ayinde-Marshall, daughter of  
Fuji music icon Wasiu Ayinde Marshall, 
emerged as APC candidate.  Several aspi-
rants reportedly stepped down to enable 
Damilola,  Senior Special Assistant to La-
gos State Governor Babajide Sanwo-Olu 
on Tourism, Arts and Culture, to emerge 
victorious.

In the Delta North Senatorial District, 
a bitter war of  words is still raging over 
the defeat of  the incumbent, Senator Ned 
Nwoko, by former Governor and ex-Sena-
tor, Ifeanyi Okowa.

Nwoko, who defected to the APC long 
before Governor Sheriff  Francis Orohwe-
dor Oborevwori took all the PDP struc-
tures to the ruling party, has been crying 
foul, claiming that the election was ma-
nipulated and rigged in favour of  former 
Governor Okowa.

This is as the Okowa’s camp and the 
party’s state executive claim that Nwoko 
shunned the party’s leadership, the stake-
holders and even the royal fathers, with-
out ‘consulting’ anybody. They stated that 
on the contrary Okowa had maintained 

‘good relationship’ with the party leaders, 
the stakeholders and royal fathers, even 
attending burials to empathise with the 
people.

In Kwara State, the primaries were not as 
peaceful, as there has been palpable tension 
following the rejection of  the primaries by 
some of  the aspirants. They have called 
President Bola Tinubu to save the party 
from disintegration in the state.

However, the party seems to have man-
aged its governorship primaries better, 
although most of  the candidates emerged 
through consensus, following serious ne-
gotiations which saw almost all the incum-
bents returned except in Rivers, where the 
Governor, Siminalaye Fubara and the APC 
candidate in the 2023 election, Toye Cole 
withdrew.

Their withdrawal followed the realisa-
tion that there was no way they could win 
the primaries following the alleged take-
over of  both the APC and PDP structures 
in the state by former Governor Nyesom 
Wike and his supporters in what is being 
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Anxieties Over Outcome Of Troubled Primaries 

termed as Rainbow Coalition.
The APC, indeed, declared House of  

Representatives Minority Leader, King-
sley Chinda, said to be the anointed can-
didate of  Wike, who interestingly is still 
a PDP member, although working under 
President Tinubu as the Federal Capital 
Territory (FCT) Minister as its governor-
ship candidate after both Fubara and had 
withdrawn.

ALLEGED INTIMIDATION
In all these states, several aspirants 

were allegedly forced to resign having re-
alised that there was no way they could 
win the primaries if  they were allowed to 
go into open contest. The fear now is that 
these people who lost out in the primaries 
may work against the party as the time of  
the elections proper.

In Benue, the two warring camps of  
the governor, Fr Hyacinth Alia, and the 
Secretary of  the Government of  the Fed-
eration (SCF), George Akume, hurriedly 
patched the existing cracks for the gover-
nor to emerge unopposed, with members 
of  his camp emerge by consensus while 
only Akume’s wife Hon. Regina Akume, 
emerged out of  respect for him.

Speaking with Sunday Independent on 
the happenings in the APC, Chief  Kenneth 
Udeze, the National Chairman of  the Ac-
tion Alliance, (AA), maintained that an 
outright implosion of  ruling is unlikely 
right now, even as he stressed that the APC 
is under real stress, and that the next few 
weeks will determine if  it stays contained.

On why an implosion of  APC is not im-
minent, Udeze, a lawyer stated: “Power 
concentrates disputes: As the ruling party, 
the APC still controls federal patronage 
and the presidency. That gives the national 
leadership leverage to broker deals, offer 
concessions, and pull aggrieved aspirants 
back in.

“History of  managed chaos: The party 
has gone through messy primaries in 2015, 
2019, and 2023 and still held together for 
the general election. The ‘hullabaloo’ is 
partly standard intra-party bargaining.

“Time pressure: With timelines tight 
before the next election cycle, defections 
carry a high cost. Most politicians prefer 
to negotiate a soft landing inside the party 
than run as outsiders.

“Where the risk comes in: Defections 
and sabotage: If  high-profile losers feel 
the process was rigged and do not get pla-
cated, you could see quiet defections to 

opposition parties or reduced mobilisa-
tion for the official candidates.

“Factional entrenchment: Repeated 
primaries disputes in key states can 
harden factions that operate as parallel 
structures, weakening campaign coor-
dination.

“Voter perception: If  the public sees 
the primaries as illegitimate, it erodes 
the party’s ‘discipline and order’ brand 
and depresses turnout.

“What to watch next: Whether the Na-
tional Working Committee moves fast 
on reconciliation, how Tinubu uses his 
influence as party leader, and if  losers 
accept compensatory positions.

“The ‘hullabaloo’ around the APC pri-
maries reflects real friction, but a full 
implosion of  the ruling party is unlikely 
in the short term.

“What is driving the tensions are 
reports from the May 2026 primaries 
which show widespread complaints of  
imposition, disqualification of  popular 
aspirants, and committees populated by 
loyalists of  national officers.

“In Zamfara, aspirant Sani Shinkafi 
warned of  a repeat of  2019 when irreg-
ular primaries cost APC all elective 
positions. The North-Central Forum 
said over 50% of  members were angry, 
alleging targeted disqualification of  
frontrunners.

“High-profile losses and 44 disqual-
ified senatorial aspirants have also fu-
elled protests in Ekiti, Lagos, and Edo. 
This is unacceptable.

NO CHANCE OF IMPLOSION
On why implosion is not imminent, 

Udeze maintained that APC has ab-
sorbed a wave of  defections from PDP, 
LP, and NNPP, including five governors 
and 50 lawmakers.  

He added that the numerical 
strength gives the party leverage and 
access to state machinery. President 
Tinubu has also directed the nation-
al leadership to review allegations of  
imposition, and party officials insist 
internal reconciliation mechanisms 
are working.

The risk: “If  grievances are not ad-
dressed, aggrieved members could de-
fect or sabotage the party in 2027. My 
candid advice is that APC should not be 
seen as an election-winning vehicle rath-
er than a cohesive ideological platform, 
making it vulnerable once patronage 
and power-sharing break down.

“The outlook is that we may expect 

continued infighting and legal battles, but 
not a collapse—unless the party fails to 
manage consensus disputes and excludes 
too many stakeholders ahead of  2027.

“My appeal to President Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu is to ensure that these disputes are 
resolved amicably with dispatch.”

Hon. Dennis Adikwuru, an APC chief-
tain in Imo State, said: “I will not agree with 
you on any hullabaloo in the APC primaries 
across the country. I will rather state that 
the APC primaries have rekindled inter-
nal democracy based on popular choice 
through the consensus arrangement.

“There have been no reports of  skir-
mishes and violence of  any kind trailing 
the APC primaries, but rather voluntary 
withdrawals by aspirants who subsequent-
ly endorse the popular choice.

“Even in few areas where the consensus 
arrangement failed, elections conducted 
still saw credible candidates emerge with-
out rancour. Notwithstanding the con-
sensus option, elections were conducted 
through Option A4 in all Ward Collation 
centres.

“Option A4 undoubtedly represents the 
most transparent electoral mode, represent-
ing free and fair elections. I do not see any 
implosion or foresee anyone in the party 
because the primaries have united the as-
pirants and promoted loyalty and discipline 
in the party.”

“Hon. Dr John Okoro Kome, who believed 
that the APC is destroying democracy in Af-
rica, stated that before the hullabaloo that 
trailed the recent APC primaries nation-
wide, it is well known by the generality of  
Nigerians that “a leopard cannot change 
its skin. There is this adage that says: What 
smells in a goat is actually inside the goat. 
“The All Progressive Congress (APC) has 
shown that decorum is not a part of  the 
game in its operational values.

DOUBTS, DISCONTENT
Hon. Kome stressed that except the 

leadership of  the party gets ‘Born Again’ 
and puts its house in proper order, there is 
possible implosion awaiting the party no 
matter how much they pacify its members, 
which will in turn strengthen the opposi-
tion in readiness for APC defeat in the 2027 
general elections.

He stated: “You cannot predict what 
political revolution might take place here-
after. Pacifying people with money might 
eventually empower the aggrieved to finan-
cially fight the ruling party at the 2027 polls.

“You cannot deceive Nigerians with po-

litical positions afterwards and they will 
believe you because they know what APC 
is capable of  doing after acquiring Power 
..."Once beaten, twice shy", goes the say-
ing.

“With the political happenings in the 
ruling party in Nigeria, other African 
countries who usually copy from the 
Giant Of  Africa  and are learning very 
fast on how to rig primary and general 
elections in their respective counties in-
asmuch Nigeria gets away with it, thereby 
destroying democracy in Africa.

Prof  John Ebhomien, a chieftain of  the 
APC, stated: “The ‘hullabaloo’ around the 
APC primaries reflects real friction, but 
a full implosion of  the ruling party is un-
likely in the short term.

“What is driving the tension are reports 
from the May 2026 primaries which show 
widespread complaints of  imposition, dis-
qualification of  popular aspirants, and 
committees populated by loyalists of  na-
tional officers.

“In Zamfara, aspirant Sani Shinkafi 
warned of  a repeat of  2019 when irregular 
primaries cost APC all elective positions. 
The North-Central Forum said over 50% 
of  members are angry, alleging targeted 
disqualification of  frontrunners.

“High-profile losses and 44 disqualified 
senatorial aspirants have also fuelled pro-
tests in Ekiti, Lagos, and Edo. This is un-
acceptable.

“Why implosion is not imminent: APC 
has absorbed a wave of  defections from 
PDP, LP, and NNPP, including five gover-
nors and 50 lawmakers. That numerical 
strength gives the party leverage and ac-
cess to state machinery.

“President Tinubu has also directed the 
national leadership to review allegations 
of  imposition, and party officials insist 
internal reconciliation mechanisms are 
working.

“The risk: If  grievances are not ad-
dressed, aggrieved members could defect 
or sabotage the party in 2027. My candid 
advice is that APC should not be seen as 
an election-winning vehicle rather than 
a cohesive ideological platform, making 
it vulnerable once patronage and pow-
er-sharing break down.

“The outlook is that we may expect con-
tinued infighting and legal battles, but not 
a collapse—unless the party fails to man-
age consensus disputes and excludes too 
many stakeholders ahead of  2027.

“My appeal to President Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu is to ensure that these disputes are 
resolved amicably with dispatch.”
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The Sahel, a vast swathe of  
semi-arid land south of  the 
Sahara desert, has become a 
breeding ground for violent 

extremism in recent years. Insurgent 
groups like Boko Haram, Islamic State 
Sahel Province (IS Sahel)—formerly 
known as Islamic State in the Greater 
Sahara (ISGS)—and Jama’at Nusrat 
al-Islam wal Muslimeen (JNIM),capi-
talizing on poverty, weak governance 
and ethnic tensions, have established 
a foothold across the region. These 
groups, along with Islamic State in 
the West African Province (ISWAP) 
and Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb 
(AQIM), have launched brutal attacks 
on civilians and security forces, desta-
bilizing countries like Mali, Burkina 
Faso and Niger. Despite regional 
counterinsurgency efforts by the G5 
Sahel Joint Force and the Multina-
tional Joint Task Force (MNJTF), 
these countries remain under siege. 
The situation worsened with military 
coups in Mali, Burkina Faso and Niger 
between 2021 and 2023, further crip-
pling regional cooperation to combat 
extremist groups.

The subsequent withdrawal of  
the United States troops from Niger 
in April 2024, due to strained relations, 
leaves a gap in regional counterterror-
ism efforts and raises questions about 
the future of  US military presence in 
the Sahel. Nigeria, as a regional pow-
erhouse with a sizable military, is an 
ideal alternative location for a base. 
However, the establishment of  a for-
eign military base in Nigeria could 
reinforce neo-colonial dynamics, com-
promise Nigeria’s sovereignty, and 
create long-term dependencies that 
could weaken the country’s ability to 
manage its own security.

In a WhatsApp interview with Ade-
bayo Adeleke, a retired US major and 
an African security and supply chain 
expert, he pointed out that a US mili-
tary base is unnecessary in Nigeria. 
Echoing his perspective, Nigeria and 
other African nations should not rely 
on external military presence. Instead, 
they need to pursue an independent 
foreign policy that prioritizes region-
al leadership and self-reliance, there-
by strengthening their security and 
enhancing their counterinsurgency 
capabilities.

THE CONFLICTING LEGACY OF FOREIGN 
MILITARY BASES IN AFRICA

The presence of  foreign military 
bases in Africa is not a new phenome-
non. Russia, the United States, France, 
the United Kingdom, Turkey, China, 
India and several other non-African 
countries have military presence 
in Africa, including bases. Until the 
French military was recently expelled 
from former colonies such as Niger, 
France and Britain used their colo-
nial ties to ease base establishment in 
African countries. Despite not having 
colonial ties to the continent, the US 
has established 29 bases in 15 African 
countries or territories. Meanwhile, 
China and India are expanding their 
African military presence.

Military base installations in Afri-
ca include land-based facilities such 
as bases, ports, airstrips, training 
camps, semi-permanent facilities 
and logistics hubs. Security, strategic 
and economic considerations have 
historically motivated the establish-
ment of  foreign military bases on the 

continent. During our discussion, 
Adeleke stated that US military bases 
are often strategic in nature with the 
major one being in Djibouti, while the 
rest are temporary bases that usually 
belong to the host countries.

Nonetheless, the consequences 
of  African countries hosting foreign 
military bases are complex, with an 
often-contradictory narrative. While 
some bases have demonstrably bol-
stered regional security like France’s 
military intervention in Mali in 2013, 
which temporarily pushed back mil-
itant groups in the Sahel region—al-
most a decade before the same French 
forces were forced to leave the region 
in 2022 due to growing dissatisfac-
tion and strained tensions—other 
foreign military bases have become 
flashpoints for tension and instabili-
ty. Case in point: the recent expulsion 
of  French troops from Burkina Faso 
and Niger in 2023, amid accusations of  
neo-colonial interference and limited 
effectiveness in combating extremism.

FOREIGN MILITARY PRESENCE ON THE 
CONTINENT: EMPOWERING OR A NEW 
SCRAMBLE FOR AFRICA?

In 2016, the African Union’s (AU) 
Peace and Security Council (PSC) 
expressed concerns over the prolifer-
ation of  foreign military bases on the 
continent and the inability of  African 
governments to trace the movement 
of  weapons in these military bases. 
The PSC urged member states to be 
circumspect when entering into agree-
ments that would lead to the establish-
ment of  foreign military bases in their 
countries. This stance reflects African 
governments' growing awareness of  
the potential implications of  hosting 
foreign military forces.

The Horn of  Africa has become a 
strategic focal point. It hosts the mili-
tary bases of  France, the US, China, 
Japan, the UAE and Turkey due to its 
proximity to the Middle East and Asia, 
and the subsequent security challeng-
es in the Red Sea. A 2019 Institute of  
Security Studies (ISS) report revealed 
that France had an estimated 7,550 
military personnel deployed across 
Africa, while the US maintains a more 
extensive network with 34 known out-
posts.

Security concerns have played a 
major role in situating foreign mili-
tary bases in Africa. Nations facing 
regional instability, terrorism, kid-
napping for ransom and internal 
conflicts see the military bases as 
a way to bolster their own security 
capabilities and counterinsurgency 
efforts. The US drone strikes in So-
malia have contributed to reducing 

al-Shabaab’s influence, creating space 
for peacebuilding efforts. Similarly, 
French troops have played a role in 
capacity building for national armies 
and pushing back jihadist groups in 
the Sahel. However, the overall impact 
of  these foreign military interventions 
remains contested.

The proliferation of  small arms 
and light weapons in Africa worsened 
Africa’s security landscape and creat-
ed opportunities for foreign military 
intervention. The Sahel region, in 
particular, has been destabilized by the 
illicit trade of  these weapons, fuelling 
conflicts and empowering non-state 
actors. A 2022 United Nations Office 
of  Drugs and Crime (UNODC)report 
found evidence of  firearms trafficking 
to the Sahel, with the vast majority of  
the weapons procured within Afri-
ca. The region’s proximity to Libya, 
where the collapse of  Muammar 
Gaddafi’s regime led to the rapid in-
crease in the number of  weapons in 
circulation further compounded the 
issue.

Strategic and economic consider-
ations have also brought foreign mil-
itary presence to Africa’s doorstep. A 
2019 report by the Stockholm Interna-
tional Peace Research Institute (SIPRI)
revealed an ongoing competition for 
influence and access to African re-
sources and routes among countries 
outside the region has led to the grow-
ing number of  these military bases. 
Countries like Djibouti have leveraged 
their geographic location to the Red 
Sea to generate substantial revenue, 
earning over $300 million annually 
from hosting foreign military forces.

Africa’s vast natural resources, 
particularly oil and minerals, coupled 
with its position at the crossroads of  
key trade routes in the Atlantic and 
Indian Oceans, also give it significant 
geopolitical and economic impor-
tance. The economic capital, and the 
resulting incentive from partnering 
with foreign powers, has driven many 
African nations into leasing their ter-
ritory to these non-African countries. 
However, the presence of  foreign mil-
itary bases raises complex questions 
about African sovereignty and the 
potential for external interference in 
domestic affairs.

NIGERIA’S STANCE AND ITS SECURITY 
CHALLENGES

As Africa’s most populous nation 
with a substantial military, Nigeria is 
a strategically appealing location for 
counterterrorism operations within 
the Sahel region. Nigeria, however, 
has a history of  rejecting foreign mil-
itary base proposals.

A former minister of  foreign af-
fairs of  Nigeria, Bolaji Akinyemi, 
emphasized this stance recalling: ‘Af-
terall, when we turned down the Brit-
ish base in 1960, our relationship did 
not come crashing down. It continued.’ 
With regards to a US military base and 
the enduring cordial relationship be-
tween the two nations, Akinyemi not-
ed that: ‘This is not the first time that 
Nigeria and the United States would 
have a conversation on this issue of  
having a military base.’ He further 
explained, ‘There was a time when 
the United States raised this issue of  
having a West African base . . . Nige-
ria turned down the proposal.’ The 
recent rumours of  a potential US or 
French military base in Nigeria have 
also been swiftly debunked, reaffirm-
ing across different administrations, 
Nigeria’s long-standing cautiousness 
and stance against such foreign instal-
lations.

Nevertheless, over the years, the 
Nigerian military has engaged in 
numerous joint military exercises 
and training programs with foreign 
partners, including the US, the UK, 
the Netherlands, Spain and Italy. The 
Joint Combined Exchange Training 
(JCET) program, a US collaborative 
military training initiative that Ni-
geria occasionally participates in, ex-
emplifies this cooperation. Adeleke, 
while speaking on this revealed he 
was a participant in an earlier JCET in 
2008, stating that there was no US base 
in Nigeria at that time but US person-
nel were accommodated in Nigerian 
military facilities.

Despite the Nigerian military’s ef-
forts to combat insurgency and violent 
extremism, the country faces signifi-
cant challenges. Its diverse ethnic and 
religious composition fuels tensions 
and conflicts in certain regions, while 
groups like Boko Haram and ISWAP 
continue to perpetrate attacks on civil-
ians and security forces. The human-
itarian crisis resulting from this vio-
lence, with over 3.3 million displaced 
persons last year, is compounded by 
armed banditry and kidnapping. Ad-
ditionally, underlying economic fac-
tors continue to worsen the security 
situation.

Given these complex security and 
economic challenges, any decision to 
establish a US military base in Nigeria 
requires careful consideration of  po-
tential benefits and risks. As Adeleke 
pointed out: ‘The polity is not in dire 
need of  a foreign military base. All 
they need is more training and more 
capacity building assistance to en-
hance their counterterrorism capabil-
ities, which the US has been working 
with Nigeria for so long to provide.’

WHY NIGERIA MUST REJECT A US MILI-
TARY BASE

Insecurity in Africa is fundamental-
ly driven by several deep-seated issues. 
Weak governance is a significant factor 
in the ongoing conflict and instability 
plaguing African nations. Adeleke 
explained that ‘the institution that is 
currently in Nigeria is fragile’. Addi-
tionally, the porous borders across West 
Africa facilitate the movement of  ter-
rorist groups and illicit goods, exacer-
bating the security situation.

On 11 July 2024, a jailbreak oc-
curred in Niger at Koutoukale pris-
on, which houses numerous jihadist 
insurgents who have targeted the West 
African nation for years. Koutoukale 
prison is located in the Tillaberi re-

gion, a vast and unstable border area 
linking Niger, Mali and Burkina Faso. 
The region is prone to attacks by reb-
els with connections to the Islamic 
State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) 
and al-Qaeda. Adeleke, commenting 
on the jailbreak, noted that ‘there are 
enablers inside and outside these 
institutions, which indicates severe 
systemic weaknesses, and escaped 
jihadists pose a significant threatto 
neighbouring countries like Niger 
and Chad’. It goes without saying that 
incidents like this reveal the delicate 
and deteriorating security situation 
in the Sahel region and West Africa.

While the temptation to allow a US 
military base in Nigeria may stem 
from the aforesaid security concerns, 
the long-term consequences of  such 
a decision could be detrimental to Ni-
geria’s sovereignty and stability. The 
historical and operational context 
of  foreign military bases in Africa 
reveals a pattern of  neo-colonial in-
fluence, economic disruption, and po-
tential civil unrest. The presence of  
a US military base in Nigeria could 
also inflame anti-Western sentiments, 
lead to civilian casualties, and create 
dependencies that could compromise 
Nigeria’s ability to govern and secure 
itself  independently.

Adeleke agrees that situating a US 
military base in Nigeria or elsewhere 
in Africa is not a panacea for the re-
gion’s security problems, citing the 
historical and operational contexts 
of  the French in its former colonies. 
Instead, he advocates for using soft 
power and strategic partnerships to 
mitigate security risks in the Sahel 
region. The retired US major further 
explained that the US military typ-
ically creates its own supply chains, 
which can disrupt local systems. This 
self-sufficient approach may bypass 
local economies and create unsus-
tainable dependencies, potentially 
fostering resentment among local 
populations who may view it as eco-
nomic exclusion or neo-colonialism. 
He emphasized that the US military’s 
need to control its supply chain in a 
‘contested environment’ like Africa 
makes establishing a base problem-
atic. The complex geopolitical land-
scape, with multiple foreign interests, 
complicates ensuring a seamless and 
secure supply line.

If  we look deeper, there is a more 
sustainable solution that could mitigate 
Africa’s security challenges. Adeleke 
stressed the importance of  ‘more 
training and more capacity building 
assistance’ for African security forces 
rather than establishing permanent 
foreign military bases. Intensifying 
the training to enhance the capabilities 
of  local forces through joint programs 
and continuous support would be more 
effective in the long term.

By rejecting the establishment 
of  a US military base, Nigeria can 
reaffirm its commitment to African 
autonomy and leadership. Strength-
ening domestic security institutions, 
investing in economic development 
and fostering regional alliances are 
the paths to a secure and self-reliant 
Nigeria. In the long run, these efforts 
will enable Nigeria to not only secure 
its borders but also lead the continent 
in establishing peace and stability in 
the Sahel region without external mil-
itary dependence.

Source: THE REPUBLIC (https://
rpublc.com),  Nov. 6, 2024.

As a regional military powerhouse, Nigeria is an ideal location for a US military base. However, establishing a foreign 
military base in Nigeria could reinforce neo-colonial dynamics and compromise Nigeria’s sovereignty.

The Problem With A US Military Base In Nigeria
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Maduka

Would you like to say something 
about yourself?

I am Hon. Blessing Madu-
ka, the Managing Director and 
Chief  Executive Officer of  BMS 
GLOBAL. I am a real estate en-
trepreneur, a public speaker, a 
women advocate, and wealth 
creation strategist committed 
to helping individuals and fam-
ilies build sustainable wealth 
through real estate investment. 
Over the years, I have dedicat-
ed my life to empowering peo-
ple, creating opportunities, and 
contributing to nation-building 
through housing and economic 
empowerment initiatives.

 
Your company, BMS GLOBAL was 
one of the leading real estate 
companies that bagged awards at 
the recent Real Estate Conference 
and Recognition Award 2026 held in 
Lagos. What does this award mean 
to you and your team?

Thank you so much. This 
award is not just a personal 
recognition; it is a celebration 
of  hard work, consistency, ex-
cellence, and the dedication of  
the entire BMS GLOBAL team. 
It reminds us that our efforts in 
transforming lives through real 
estate and empowerment are be-
ing noticed and appreciated. It 
inspires us to do even more.

 
What was your immediate reaction 
when you received the letter for 
this award?

Honestly, I felt deeply grateful 
to God. I was excited, humbled, 
and encouraged at the same 
time. Awards like this remind 
one that hard work, integrity, 
and service to humanity still 
matter. My immediate thought 
was gratitude to everyone who 
has supported our vision over 
the years.

 
As a recipient of this prestigious 
award, how do you hope to use your 
platform to make a positive impact 
on your community or industry?

I believe recognition comes 
with greater responsibility. I in-
tend to use this platform to con-
tinue advocating for youth em-
powerment, women inclusion, 
financial literacy, and affordable 
housing opportunities. Through 
our initiatives and mentorship 
programmes, we want to inspire 
more people to believe in the 
possibilities within Nigeria’s 
real estate sector.

 
As a real estate practitioner, what 
do you consider as the major chal-
lenges facing Nigeria's real estate 
sector?

Some of  the major challeng-
es include high cost of  building 
materials, land documentation 
issues, inadequate infrastruc-
ture, multiple taxation, and 
limited access to affordable 
mortgage financing. There is 
also a need for stronger policies 
that encourage private sector 
participation and make home 
ownership more accessible for 
average Nigerians.

 
How does your work address hous-
ing affordability and accessibility in 
Nigeria?

At BMS GLOBAL, we inten-

tionally create flexible payment 
plans and affordable property 
packages that allow low and 
middle-income earners to own 
land and properties without 
unnecessary pressure. We also 
educate people on the impor-
tance of  early investment and 
financial planning, helping 
many Nigerians become prop-
erty owners who ordinarily may 
have thought it impossible.

 
You are the Founder of the Real 
Estate Executive Club. What is the 
vision behind this exclusive club?

The vision behind the Real 
Estate Executive Club (REC) is 
to build a network of  financial-
ly empowered individuals who 
can create wealth through real 
estate. It is more than a realtor 
platform; it is a wealth-building 
movement designed to train, 
empower, and reward mem-

bers through opportunities in 
property marketing, personal 
development, and investment 
education.

 
What is your advice to aspiring real 
estate practitioners?

My advice is simple: build 
credibility, stay consistent, and 
never stop learning. Real estate 
is a business of  trust. Be patient, 
maintain integrity, understand 
your market, and focus on solv-
ing problems for clients rather 
than chasing quick profits. Suc-
cess will definitely come with 
persistence and professionalism.

 
What is next? Now that you have 
received this recognition, what are 
your goals and aspirations for the 
future?

This recognition is only a mo-
tivation for greater works ahead. 
Our focus is to expand our reach 

across Nigeria and beyond, de-
velop more affordable housing 
projects, empower more young 
people financially, and position 
BMS GLOBAL as one of  Africa’s 
leading real estate brands.

 
What are the biggest opportunities 
in Nigeria's real estate market right 
now?

Nigeria remains one of  the 
fastest growing real estate mar-
kets in Africa. Opportunities ex-
ist in affordable housing, smart 
estates, commercial real estate, 
short-let apartments, agricultur-
al real estate, and emerging loca-
tions around major infrastruc-
ture projects such as the Lekki 
Free Trade Zone and coastal 
developments. Investors, who 
position themselves early, stand 
to benefit greatly.

 
How do you see the industry evolv-
ing in the next five years?

I see greater technology inte-
gration, smarter housing solu-
tions, increased urban develop-
ment, and more interest from 
diaspora investors. The demand 
for housing will continue to rise, 
and companies that embrace 
innovation, transparency, and 
customer-focused services will 
dominate the future of  the in-
dustry.

 
How do you give back to the com-
munity through your work?

Giving back is very important 
to me. Through empowerment 
programmes, mentorship, advo-
cacy, and community-based ini-
tiatives, we support youths, wom-
en, and aspiring entrepreneurs. 
We also create opportunities for 
people to earn legitimate income 
through our real estate network 
and empowerment platforms.

 
How do you see the Renewed Hope 
Agenda of President Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu’s administration?

I believe every administra-
tion should be supported where 
there are genuine efforts toward 
economic growth, infrastruc-
ture development, and nation-
al stability. The Renewed Hope 
Agenda presents opportunities 
for reforms and development, 
particularly in infrastructure 
and housing. However, I believe 
Nigerians also expect policies 
that directly reduce hardship 
and improve living standards 
for ordinary citizens.

 
What are your views on the pro-
posed creation of State Police?

Security is a critical issue in 
Nigeria. I believe conversations 
around State Police should be 
approached carefully and stra-
tegically. If  properly structured 
with accountability and con-

stitutional safeguards, it could 
improve local security response 
and community policing. How-
ever, there must be measures to 
prevent abuse or political mis-
use.

 
You are an advocate of women’s 
adequate representation in politics. 
What informs your passion for this 
cause?

Women are highly capable 
and have consistently proven 
themselves in leadership, busi-
ness, and governance. My pas-
sion comes from the belief  that 
society progresses faster when 
women are given equal oppor-
tunities to contribute meaning-
fully. Inclusion brings balance, 
innovation, and stronger repre-
sentation of  societal needs.

 
Do you foresee a woman president 
emerging in the Nigerian political 
space?

Yes, absolutely. I foresee a 
Nigerian female president in 
future. Nigeria has competent, 
intelligent, and visionary wom-
en who can lead effectively. I be-
lieve it is only a matter of  time 
before the country embraces fe-
male leadership at the highest 
level. The important thing is 
continuous advocacy, political 
participation, and creating op-
portunities for women to rise.

 
What strategy do you think the 
opposition parties can use to defeat 
the incumbent government?

Strong leadership, unity of  
purpose, issue-based campaigns, 
and genuine connection with 
the people are very important. 
Nigerians are increasingly in-
terested in competence, credi-
bility, and practical solutions to 
national challenges. Any opposi-
tion that wants to succeed must 
focus on national interest rather 
than division.

 
What is your guiding philosophy?

My guiding philosophy is: 
‘Success is most meaningful 
when it creates opportunities 
and transforms lives’. I strongly 
believe in integrity, hard work, 
service, faith in God, and contin-
uous growth.

 
Who are your role models or 

mentors? Who are the people 
that support and inspire you?

I draw inspiration from vi-
sionary leaders, successful en-
trepreneurs, and individuals 
who have used their platforms 
to positively impact humanity. I 
also deeply appreciate the sup-
port of  mentors, family, friends, 
my team, and everyone who be-
lieves in the BMS GLOBAL vi-
sion. Their encouragement con-
tinues to inspire me every day.

 
Nigeria has competent, intelligent, 
and visionary women who can lead 
effectively. I believe it is only a matter 
of time before the country embraces 
female leadership at the highest level

Nigeria Has Intelligent, Visionary Women Who 
Can Lead Effectively – Hon. Maduka 

Hon. Blessing Maduka is the Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer of BMS GLOBAL. She is 
also the Founder of Real Estate Executive Club (REC), a club designed to build a network of financially 
empowered individuals who can create wealth in real estate. BMS GLOBAL was recently adjudged 
one of the leading real estate companies in Nigeria at the Real Estate Conference and Recognition 
Award 2026 held in Lagos. She spoke with EJIKEME OMENAZU on challenges facing the real estate 
sector, the call for State Police, Renewed Hope Agenda pf President Bola Ahmed Tinubu, among 
other issues. Excerpt:
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Awe

Could you tell us your view on the 
state of the polity presently?

We are in a season of  politics 
now. No doubt about it. As it is, 
by the end of  next week, we will 
have a clear view of  who and in 
what party are running for polit-
ical positions. The new Electoral 
Act is very clear on deadlines. By 
now, the political parties should 
have compiled their party mem-
bership lists. If  a name is not on 
the party membership list, that 
particular person cannot contest 
the party primary. That is why 
people are jostling, moving from 
one party to the other to ensure 
that all these have been taken 
care of  by the deadline. By now, 
we have seen those who have 
collected the nomination forms 
of  the various political parties 
for the various elective offices. 
Therefore, the state is set for 
party primaries. Interestingly, 
a party member complained that 
the consensus agreements by the 
ruling APC had shortchanged 
the members of  the party from 
making money. So, those who 
would have taken part in the 
primaries are not spending mon-
ey on the members. So, money 
is not circulating to the public. 
Even posters are not being print-
ed by the contesters. Advertising 
agencies are also lamenting.

 
Do you think that INEC under 
Professor Joash Amupitan, by its 
conduct so far, could be said to be 
independent and can conduct a gen-
erally accepted general election?

INEC, by its conduct so far, 
has not done anything wrong. 
Therefore, parties have their 
individual leadership and 
structural problems. INEC is 
an establishment of  law and it 
has to obey court judgments. 
The problem is not with INEC. 
The problem as I see it is with 
the Judiciary. First, different 
courts keep making different 
pronouncements on the same 
issues and dissatisfied party 
members are exploiting these 
judgments. I strongly believe 
that the Judiciary should check 
itself. It is good that the Supreme 
Court makes a judgment. But, 
when the Supreme Court makes 
judgments, it is still throwing 
such matters to the lower courts. 
So, we are not seeing the dead 
end of  these issues. So, INEN 
can make a pronouncement 
based on a judgment, but when 
the judgment changes, INEC will 
still make another pronounce-
ment based on the latest judg-
ment. So, I don’t see any wrong 
on the part of  INEC. The onus is 
on the parties to resolve leader-
ship crises. But, because some 
people are moles in the parties 
to destroy the parties, the crises 
seem difficult to resolve.

 
The Supreme Court judgment on the 
ADC case seems to have led to the 
defection of the party’s stalwarts to 
the NDC. Do you think the ADC with 
Atiku Abubakar and Rotimi Amaechi 
as flag presidential bearers can go 
far in the election?

It is not the court judgment 

that made Obi and Kwankwaso 
to defect to the NDC. It is actually 
the stand of  the ADC on Abuba-
kar Atiku that made them de-
fect to the NDC. It was obvious 
to them that when the die is 
cast, in the primary of  the ADC, 
they cannot defeat Atiku. They 
thought that ADC would take a 
stand by ceding ADC presiden-
tial ticket to the South. But, since 
they made it an open issue, they 
left the party before it was too 
late for them to do so. Definitely, 
Atiku and Amaechi have taken 
presidential forms. Atiku may 
decide to pick another person 
as running mate as he did by ap-
pointing Okowa in 2023 instead 
of  picking Wike, a decision that 
led to crisis in PDP which the 
party is yet to recover till date. 
Until the end of  the INEC dead-
line, we will not know who is con-
testing and who will be running 
mate.

 

What is your take on the possible 
Obi/Kwankwaso ticket of the NDC?

Obi/Kwankwaso ticket of  the 
NDC, I don’t see it as a challenge 
to the ruling party. I don’t see 
Obi maintaining the die-hard 
Obidients that he had in 2023. 
Obi’s hold on the South East in 
2023 cannot repeat itself  in 2027. 
The interest of  the ruling gover-
nors in the South East and South 
South will water down the num-
ber of  votes Obi had in South 
East and South South in 2023. 
Kwankwaso already has his 
own problems with his people in 
Kano. He will still carry along 
the Talakawas in Kano. Kwank-
waso having lost his governor 
to the APC who is still running, 
and with the influence of  Gan-
duje, Kwankwaso’s influence 
in Kano will not be as strong as 
before. In Lagos, the power of  
incumbency will come to play 
and Peter Obi will not get what 
he had the other time. Nigerians 

have a way of  predicting the re-
sults of  elections. As the elec-
tion goes on, they lose interest 
in the opposition. So, if  Obi los-
es supporters in the South East, 
South South and South West, his 
influence in the Middle Belt and 
his Northern support will not be 
so strong. However, the state of  
the economy may be a deciding 
factor in the elections. The econ-
omy is not smiling at all and peo-
ple are really suffering.

 
Do you still believe that with what 
is happening in both the NDC and 
ADC the ruling party will still win the 
election with President Bola Tinubu 
as its flag bearer?

Tinubu will still win the elec-
tion. With all the analysis above, I 
think the ruling party will still sail 
through in the election come 2027. 
All the opposition parties may as 
well be working for the victory of  
the ruling party. AS the saying goes, 
the more, the merrier. The opposi-
tion will split their own votes while 
Tinubu will retain his block votes.

 
As one who has special interest in 
Lagos politics, how do you see the 
endorsement of Lagos Deputy Gov-
ernor Obafemi Kadiri Hamzat by the 
Governor's Advisory Council (GAC) 
of Lagos APC?

Right now, every other candi-
date within the APC has with-
drawn from the race. Ambode, 
Jide Adeniran, Gbajabiamila 
and Speaker Obasa too have en-
dorsed Hamzat and withdrawn 
from the race. Obasa is going to 
the House of  Representatives. 
In the opposition, we have not 

seen any candidate. The oppo-
sition parties are still looking 
for good Christians to square 
up with Hamzat. It is after the 
primaries that we will know who 
will contest against Hamzat. For 
now, no other party, except APC 
has a visible governorship can-
didate in Lagos. There is no oth-
er party in Lagos.

 
Religion is one of the determining 
factors in the politics of Lagos. Is 
the Christian block in Lagos not be-
ing shortchanged by the endorse-
ment of Deputy Governor Hamzat?

Some people will say that 
the arrangement we have is 
eight years of  Tinubu and eight 
years of  Fashola make 16 years 
of  Muslim governorship of  La-
gos. At the same time, we have 
had four years of  Ambode and 
eight years of  Sanwo-Olu, mak-
ing 12 years of  Christian gover-
norship of  Lagos, the Christian 
block may want another four 
years to make the number  of  
years to become eight apiece. 
Other groups may say we have 
had two governors for both 
Muslims and Christians. So, let 
them revert to a Muslim gover-
nor. Personally, I do not think the 
candidacy of  Hamzat amounts 
to shortchanging the Christian 
block. First, we have had a sit-
uation of  good religious inter-
action between the Christians 
and Muslims in Lagos. Hamzat 
himself, having been in govern-
ment for a very long number of  
years, understands the rules.  I 
cannot see him shortchanging 
the Christian block in Lagos. So, 
we should be prepared to work 
with him.

 
Could you give an assessment of 
the performance of the incumbent 
Lagos governor, Babajide San-
wo-Olu?

Actually, Sanwo-Olu has not 
performed badly. In the area of  
infrastructural development, 
he has done his bit. New roads 
have been opened up. Old proj-
ects under Ambode have all been 
completed. In the area of  Agri-
culture, Lagos, not having much 
land, Sanwo-Olu has been able 
to bring about food processing 
of  agricultural products from 
other states, especially rice. He 
has set up food hubs, spread all 
over Lagos. For the civil service, 
Lagos continues to maintain its 
lead in having the most effective 
civil service in the federation. 
In the area of  security, Lagos re-
mains the safest state in Nigeria, 
Generally, in his eight years in 
government, we give Sanwo-Olu 
a very good rating. He has done 
well.

 
What are your closing remarks?

We cannot but continue to 
pray for Nigeria. God is the one 
that puts  government in place. 
As much as we as citizens have 
the voting power, we should leave 
things in the hands of  God. Let 
Him be our guide. Once we have 
prayed for good governance, we 
should then accept whoever God 
made to win the election.

It was obvious to them that when the die is cast, in 
the primary of the ADC, they cannot defeat Atiku. 
They thought that ADC would take a stand by ceding 
ADC presidential ticket to the South, but since they 
made it an open issue, they left the party before it 
was too late for them to do so

Real Reason Obi, Kwankwaso Left ADC – Funso Awe
Archbishop Funso Awe is a retired Church Father, a human rights activist, a social commentator, and a one-time governorship 
candidate in Lagos State. Dr. Awe, a patron and Board of Trustees member of the oldest Ecumenical Forum in Nigeria, Fellowship 
of Christian Ministers Nigeria, speaks to EJIKEME OMENAZU on the current jostling of politicians for elective positions, even as 
he touches the chances of the major presidential aspirants so far and the politics of Lagos. Excerpt.
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Gungzaar

 
Life in Chibok today remains marked by 
fear and resilience. Residents wake up to 
uncertainty as Boko Haram continues to burn 
homes, loot food, and displace families, forcing 
many to flee into the bush or nearby towns for 
safety

Mrs Happiness Emmanuel Gungzaar is a lawyer from Chibok in Borno State. In April 2014, after Boko Haram attacked 
her village and kidnapped 270 school girls, world outrage put Chibok on the global map and attention. Many Nigerians 
assumed that the attention and outrage which the attack brought should have mitigated the state of fear and insecurity 
in Chibok, but that expectation has turned out to be wishful thinking. In this interview with Bob MajiriOghene Etemiku, 
Mrs Happiness Emmanuel Gungzaar said that her decision to start an NGO, Voice for Chibok Girl Children, was triggered 
by the need to highlight the continued terrible conditions of Chibok, especially that of its women and girls. Excerpt:

Boko Haram Attacks On Chibok Have Not 
Stopped – Happiness Gungzaar 

The Chibok incident happened in 2014. Has anything 
changed?

 Chibok is a Local Government Area in the 
southern part of  Borno in Nigeria with over 
66,105 individuals, a vibrant and resilient com-
munity with a rich cultural heritage Chibok 
is known internationally for the tragic 2014 
abduction of  schoolgirls by the Boko Haram. 
Chibok itself  carries a painful legacy, In April 
2014, more than 276 schoolgirls were abducted 
from their dormitories by insurgents, drawing 
global condemnation and exposing the scale 
of  insecurity in northeastern Nigeria. Over a 
decade later, while some of  the girls have been 
rescued or escaped, others remain missing, 
and the trauma continues to affect the com-
munity. Residents are even now in constant 
fear of  the continuation of  persistent attacks 
and insecurity. Local leaders are urging the 
Nigerian government and security agencies 
to respond swiftly, warning that inaction could 
embolden attackers and deepen the humani-
tarian tragedy.

 
Describe any changes that occurred after that Boko 
Haram attack and describe as well what has not 
changed. There are rumours that large-scale killings 
and kidnappings are still going on?

The only change that occurred so far is the 
government giving out scholarships both in-
ternationally and locally for those rescued girls 
to be able to complete their tertiary institution. 
But they have failed to tackle the source/root 
of  the situation till date, which is insecurity as 
the main problem of  the community leaving 
it exposed to the terrorist to invade and still 
cause havoc till date. Recently on the 4th of  
April 2026 fresh terror struck Kwapul com-
munity in Chibok Local Government Area, 
Borno State, as insurgents carried out a late-
night raid on Saturday that extended into the 
early hours of  Easter Sunday. This thing still 
happens. Even though these attacks are not 
always in the news, Chibok my community 
needs help.

 
As director of Voice for Chibok Girl Children, VFCGC, 
what exactly are you doing to draw attention to 
some of the things that have not changed. Take our 
readers through a day in the life of the residents of 
Chibok.

We seek a safe, inclusive society where every 
Chibok girl child, and indeed every Nigerian 
girl and woman thrives with dignity, education, 
and empowerment. We want to further raise 
our voice for Chibok girls by providing basic 
needs, education, psychosocial support, and 
advocacy for their rights. Chibok is home to the 
Kibaku people, an ethnolinguistic community 
with a distinct language and cultural identity 
anchored in the landscape of  southern Borno. 
Life in Chibok today remains marked by fear 
and resilience. Residents wake up to uncertain-
ty as Boko Haram continues to burn homes, 
loot food, and displace families, forcing many 
to flee into the bush or nearby towns for safety. 
The striking things about this group of  terror-
ists is that they are of  different categories that 
still often attack our people: some specialize 
with the killing and abduction of  the young 
ones leaving the old ones alive; another group 
kill just the males -  our fathers, brothers, sons, 
husband and uncles, knowing full well that 
they are head of  the families and warriors to 
our community. Yet another group often come 
in to take the women and girls. Chibok resi-
dents still live under constant threat. As dusk 
falls, fear deepens, our families huddle indoors, 

whispering prayers. Many sleep lightly, ready 
to flee into the bush at the sound of  gunfire. 
Recent attacks in Awapul and Kautikari vil-
lages saw insurgents arrive around 1:30 a.m. on 
motorcycles, firing sporadically and burning 
homes. Residents often plead for protection, 
saying: Muqatan abu ne mai sauqi,ba abinci 
ko tufafi muke buqata ba, abunda muke buqa-
ta kariya ne kawai domin mu iya gudanar da 
aikin mu na yau da kullum which translates in 
English thus: “Our plea is simple—not food or 
clothes. What we need is protection so we can 
go about our daily activities.”

You are a lawyer and one from Chibok. What aspects 
of the law in Nigeria can be used to address the 
Chibok condition?

I do believe that the best law to be used is 
humanitarian law to address the ongoing in-

security and trauma. Key legal frameworks 
include the 1999 Constitution, the Child Rights 
Act 2003, and the Terrorism (Prevention and 
Prohibition) Act 2022, which together pro-
vides avenues for protection, prosecution, 
and compensation for victim. Relevant legal 
frameworks for instance, the 1999 Constitution 
of  Nigeria guarantees Right to Life & Dignity. 
Sections 33 and 34 of  the constitution guaran-
tee protection from unlawful killings and inhu-
man treatment. The 1999 Constitution of  the 
Federal Republic of  Nigeria also guarantees 
the right to education and Section 18 obligates 
the state to provide free, compulsory education. 
This is to include the protection of  children 
under the Child Rights Act 2003. Even though 
this law applies nationwide, implementation 
depends on every state government in Nigeria. 
Under this law, we hope to use it to protect chil-

dren from abduction, trafficking, forced mar-
riage, and recruitment into armed groups.  We 
also seek to activate the Terrorism (Prevention 
and Prohibition) Act 2022, which establishes a 
comprehensive framework for detecting, pre-
venting, and punishing terrorism, on behalf  of  
our work in the northeast of  Nigeria. That Act 
also criminalizes recruitment of  children into 
terrorist groups, provides for compensation 
of  victims of  terrorism and grants courts ex-
tra-territorial jurisdiction to prosecute offend-
ers even outside Nigeria.  We plan to work with 
relevant bodies, CSOs in a broad coalition to 
implement community-based prevention and 
reintegration programs, strengthen unlimit-
ed access to justice for rural communities and 
use strategic litigation to demand enforcement 
of  constitutional rights of  women and girls 
in Nigeria and Chibok especially. We plan as 
well to push for state-level adoption of  the Child 
Rights Act in Borno state and advocate for vic-
tim compensation funds under the Terrorism 
Act.

 
What do you think that the Borno state and federal 
government can do about putting an end to the 
attacks on Chibok community?

The Borno State government can establish 
local vigilante groups under legal supervi-
sion, trained and equipped to complement 
military efforts. It can complement this with 
Rapid response units where they deploy mobile 
security teams to rural villages like Awapul 
and Kautikari, which are often targeted. Bor-
no state can also strengthen the Safe Schools 
Initiative by building fortified classrooms and 
providing escorts for students. This is in ad-
dition to the creation of  trauma centers and 
livelihood programs for displaced families, 
ensuring survivors are not left behind. The 
Federal government of  Nigeria can as well 
increase presence of  the Nigerian Army and 
Civil Defence Corps in Chibok, with night pa-
trols to deter raids. There should be effective 
intelligence gathering; the Federal govern-
ment must strengthen collaboration between 
the DSS, military intelligence, and communi-
ty informants to intercept attacks before they 
happen. We also recommend strongly victim 
compensation and a full implementation of  
the Terrorism (Prevention and Prohibition) 
Act 2022, which provides for compensation of  
victims of  terrorism.

 
Many people say that it is not only Chibok that 
kidnappings are taking place. What makes Chibok 
special with relation to insecurity in Nigeria.

You’re right—kidnappings and attacks are 
not unique to Chibok. Communities across 
Borno, Yobe, Jos and Adamawa have suffered 
similar tragedies. But Chibok holds a special 
significance for several reasons: the April 14, 
2014 abduction of  276 schoolgirls from Gov-
ernment Secondary School, Chibok, became 
a global headline. The #BringBackOurGirls 
campaign drew international attention, 
with world leaders, celebrities, and activists 
demanding action. All of  this made Chibok 
a symbol of  the girl child’s vulnerability in 
conflict zones. Chibok is special not because it 
suffers more than others, but because its trag-
edy became a global rallying cry for justice, 
education, and child protection. It represents 
the intersection of  terrorism, gender, and edu-
cation, making it a lasting symbol in Nigeria’s 
fight against insurgency.

 

Politics
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For most corporations, an 
11% drop in revenue is a 
red alert, a signal for im-
mediate retrenchment, 

panic, and grim forecasts.
 But in the high-stakes world 

of  Nigerian manufacturing, 
BUA Foods Plc has just rewrit-
ten the rulebook. 

In the first quarter of  2026, 
the food giant demonstrated 
a masterclass in corporate 
alchemy: turning less top-line 
income into significantly more 
bottom-line profit.

On April 29, 2026, when the 
company released its unaudited 
financial results for the quarter 
ended March 31, 2026, indus-
try analysts did a double-take. 
Amidst persistent global supply 
chain volatility and geopolitical 
headwinds, BUA Foods report-
ed a striking 14% increase in 
Profit After Tax (PAT), leaping 
to N142.32 billion from N125.28 
billion in Q1 2025.

The twist? Revenue actually 
contracted by 11%, falling to 
N394.6 billion from N442.1 bil-
lion in the previous year. 

Yet, far from signaling 
distress, this revenue modera-
tion revealed a deliberate and 
sophisticated corporate strat-
egy: the relentless pursuit of  
efficiency, cost discipline, and 
margin expansion.

The Mechanics of Resilience
To understand how BUA 

Foods achieved this feat, one 
must look beyond the top 
line. The first quarter of  2026 
brought a unique economic par-
adox: easing inflationary pres-
sures and a more stable foreign 
exchange environment. While 
this was a relief  for consumers, 
it meant that manufacturers 
could no longer rely on simply 
hiking prices to sustain growth.

BUA Foods adapted swiftly. 
Instead of  maintaining high 
prices to increase revenue, the 
company aligned with stra-
tegic and competitive market 
pricing. 

This led to a slight dip in 
revenue from its core segments. 
Flour (down to 35% of  revenue 
from 40%) and Sugar (down to 
43% from 48%). But this was a 
feature, not a bug.

The real story lies in the cost 
of  sales. By reducing input 
costs and streamlining opera-
tions across all business divi-
sions, BUA Foods saw its gross 
profit rise by 9% to N175.65 
billion. 

More impressively, operating 
profit surged by 11% to N154.6 
billion, while the operating 
profit margin expanded by a 
massive 800 basis points, hit-
ting 39%.

In layman’s terms, BUA 
Foods learned to do more with 
less. Every single naira of  reve-
nue in 2026 worked harder than 
it did in 2025.

The Pasta Paradox and the Rise of 
Rice

While the flour and sugar 
segments adjusted to market re-
alities, two other divisions stole 

the show. The Pasta division 
was a standout star, contrib-
uting 18% to total revenue in 
Q1 2026 compared to just 9% 
in Q1 2025. Revenue from pasta 
exploded by 70%, jumping from 
N41.5 billion to N70.6 billion.

This wasn’t a fluke. It was a 
response to shifting consumer 
demand. As families across Ni-
geria look for affordable, filling, 
and easy-to-prepare meals, pas-
ta has become the go-to staple. 

BUA Foods capitalised 
on this hunger, ramping up 
production and distribution to 
ensure that shelves remained 
stocked.

Similarly, the Rice division, 
often the quiet sibling in the 
BUA portfolio, showed steady 
progress.

 Revenue increased to N14.9 
billion, driven by consistent 
milling operations. While rice 
currently accounts for only 4% 
of  revenue, its steady upward 
trajectory signals BUA’s long-
term bet on Nigeria’s rice 
self-sufficiency agenda.

To get a clearer picture of  
this strategic navigation, it is 
expedient to quote the Man-
aging Director of  BUA Foods, 
Engr. Ayodele Abioye. 

In his commentary accom-
panying the results, Abioye 
painted a picture of  vigilant 
optimism and disciplined exe-
cution.

“BUA Foods delivered 
resilient earnings in Q1 2026, 
underpinned by strong margin 
performance despite a challeng-
ing operating environment,” 
Abioye stated. 

“Profit After Tax increased 
by 14% year on year to N142.32 
billion, notwithstanding an 
11% decline in revenue and 
modest volume growth. EBIT-
DA rose by 11% to N157.13 

billion, reflecting effective cost 
containment, pricing disci-
pline, and sustained margin 
expansion across core product 
portfolios.”

The Managing Director’s 
words underscore a critical 
shift in corporate philosophy. In 
an era of  uncertainty, growth 
isn’t just about selling more; 
it’s about protecting the profit 
you make on what you sell. By 
focusing on “effective cost con-
tainment” and “pricing disci-
pline,” BUA has insulated itself  
from the kind of  volume-driven 
shocks that frequently devas-
tate less agile competitors.

 Balance Sheet Strength and the 
Future

Perhaps the most reassuring 
metric for shareholders and 
analysts alike is the company’s 
balance sheet strength. Despite 
the volatile operating environ-
ment, BUA Foods grew its total 
assets by 12% to N1.555 trillion, 
up from N1.387 trillion at the 
end of  the 2025 fiscal year.

 This growth is driven pri-
marily by capacity expansion, 
a signal that BUA is not just 
surviving; it is building for the 
future.

Earnings per share (EPS) 
also provided a reason for 
investor cheer, rising 14% to 
N7.91. For the retail and institu-
tional investors who have stuck 
with the stock, this represents 
tangible value creation in a 
market where real returns are 
often hard to find.

Navigating Geopolitical Storms
Of  course, the road ahead 

is not without potholes. Engr. 
Abioye was careful to note the 
external risks that loom on the 
horizon. “Looking ahead, while 
geopolitical risks continue to 
impact energy markets and 

global supply chains, the busi-
ness remains well positioned 
for growth,” he said.

Energy costs remain a signif-
icant variable for any manufac-
turing giant in Nigeria. The war 
in Eastern Europe, tensions in 
the Middle East, and fluctuating 
crude oil prices all have a direct 
impact on the cost of  produc-
tion, logistics, and raw material 
sourcing. However, BUA Foods’ 
integrated operations, con-
trolling much of  its value chain 
from refining to packaging, 
provide a natural hedge against 
these external shocks.

The New Standard for Nigerian 
Manufacturing

As the first quarter of  2026 
closes, BUA Foods Plc has sent 
a clear message to the Nigerian 
business community: top-line 
obsession is outdated. In a 
mature, volatile market, the 
victors will be those who mas-
ter operational excellence and 
margin management.

By leaning into reduced 
input costs, optimizing its 
product mix (especially the 
high-demand pasta segment), 
and maintaining rigorous cost 
discipline, BUA has proven that 
a revenue decline does not have 
to spell disaster. Instead, it can 
be an opportunity to showcase 
resilience.

Engr. Ayodele Abioye’s 
closing remarks in the re-
lease capture the spirit of  the 
moment perfectly: “Supported 
by a resilient operating model 
and disciplined execution, BUA 
Foods is focused on delivering 
sustainable, long term value 
for investors, shareholders, and 
other stakeholders.”

For the millions of  Nigeri-
ans who consume BUA’s flour, 
sugar, pasta, and rice daily, the 
company’s stability means food 
security. For the investors, it 
means a reliable return. And 
for the competition, it means 
the bar for efficiency has just 
been raised, again.

Abdul Rabiu, the Chairman 
of  BUA Foods, while speaking on 
the financial performance, said: 
“Our 2025 performance reflects 
the strength of  our growth strat-
egy and our ability to consistent-
ly scale revenue in a dynamic 
operating environment.

“The significant increase in 
our proposed dividend to N28 
per share underscores our com-
mitment to delivering enhanced 
value to our shareholders while 
continuing to invest in the 
future of  the business.”

As BUA Foods continues to 
leverage its scale and invest in 
capacity expansion, one thing 
is clear: in the business of  feed-
ing a nation, margins matter 
just as much as market share. 
And right now, BUA Foods has 
mastered both.

How BUA Foods Increased 
Profit Despite Lower Revenue

Our 2025 
performance 
reflects the 
strength of our 
growth strategy 
and our ability 
to consistently 
scale revenue in a 
dynamic operating 
environment.The 
significant increase 
in our proposed 
dividend to N28 per 
share underscores 
our commitment to 
delivering enhanced 
value to our 
shareholders while 
continuing to invest 
in the future of the 
business.

Rabiu Chairman of BUA group
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Moniepoint has announced that 
the second cohort of  its flagship 
DreamDevs Bootcamp is set to 
culminate in a Demo Day cel-
ebration on May 26, 2026, at its 
Ikeja facility.

The event, themed "Training 
Done! Demo Up!", will showcase 
the capstone projects built by par-
ticipants following nine weeks of  
intensive, industry-grade soft-
ware engineering training.

The DreamDevs Bootcamp 
is Moniepoint's commitment 
to identifying and developing 
the brightest engineering talent 
across Africa. 

The nine-week intensive pro-

gramme is designed to immerse 
participants in real-world, practi-
cal software engineering through 
a curriculum spanning Java 
OOP Foundations, Data Struc-
tures & Algorithms, Testing, 
MySQL & JDBC, Spring Boot 
APIs & System Design, Docker & 
Messaging Queues, Frontend UI 
& Cloud Infrastructure, and core 
Practical Software Engineering 
Concepts. In recognition of  their 
commitment and effort, cohort 
participants are paid monthly 
throughout the duration of  the 
programme.

The curriculum was devel-
oped by the Engineering Unit 
at Moniepoint and delivered in 
partnership with Semicolon, a 
leading technology education 
institution.

 Admission to the Dream-
Devs Bootcamp is highly com-
petitive, with only top perform-
ers advancing through multiple 
stages of  assessment, including 
a HackerRank technical test and 
an in-person code challenge, be-
fore earning a place in the pro-
gramme.

Felix Ike, Co-Founder and 
CTO of  Moniepoint, reflected 
on what the programme means 
to the company and the country, 
"Engineering excellence is a 
curated and intentionally built 
process that requires the right 
systems, resources, and time. 

"The DreamDevs Bootcamp 
is our way of  taking that respon-
sibility seriously. We designed a 
programme that does not just 
teach syntax or frameworks, 

but develops engineers who can 
think, solve, and build at the 
highest level. Seeing graduates 
from our first cohort already 
thriving within our engineering 
team tells us we are on the right 
track, and we are excited to see 
what this second group brings to 
Demo Day."

Some of  the first cohort's suc-
cessful graduates are now active 
members of  the Moniepoint en-
gineering team, a testament to 
the programme's effectiveness 
and its role as a genuine pipe-
line for world-class engineering 
talent.

The DreamDevs Bootcamp 
reflects Moniepoint's broader 
mission to invest in Nigeria's 
talent and build engineering ca-
pacity that can compete and lead 
on a global stage. Moniepoint 
looks forward to welcoming the 
second cohort to the fold and wit-
nessing the innovative solutions 
they have built.

Interswitch Deepens Support For Federal 
Revenue Collection On RevOP Platform

Second Cohort Of Moniepoint 
DreamDevs Bootcamp Set For Demo Day

Rear Admiral Abdullahi Mustapha, Flag Officer Commanding (FOC) Western Naval Command/representative of Chief of Naval Staff (left); Dayo 
Mobereola, Director-General, Nigerian Maritime Administration and Safety Agency (NIMASA) (middle), and Tal Spektor, Chief Executive Officer, HLSi, 
during the Deep Blue Maritime training graduation ceremony in Lagos.

J U S T U S  A D E J U M O H
 LAG OS

Interswitch, one of  Afri-
ca’s leading integrated 
payments and digital com-
merce company, has rein-

forced its role in supporting 
Federal Government revenue 
collection through its continued 
participation as a Payment Ser-
vice Solution Provider (PSSP) 
on the Revenue Assurance 
and Optimization Platform 
(RevOP).

The move underscores Inter-
switch’s ongoing contribution 
to strengthening public sector 
payment infrastructure and 
supporting Treasury Single 
Account (TSA) collections in Ni-
geria. It also reflects the Federal 
Government’s sustained push 
to improve transparency, en-

hance revenue assurance, and 
enable real-time visibility into 
collections across Ministries, 
Departments, and Agencies 
(MDAs).

Through its integration 
with the RevOP platform, In-
terswitch continues to enable 
secure, end-to-end processing 
of  payments initiated via the 
portal. 

Transactions are seamlessly 
routed into the TSA framework, 
ensuring compliance with Fed-
eral Government financial reg-
ulations while supporting effi-
cient and accountable revenue 
management.

Leveraging its robust 
payment infrastructure, In-
terswitch facilitates multiple 
payment channels, including 
card and digital payments, 
delivering a seamless and re-
liable experience for citizens, 

businesses, and government 
agencies fulfilling their pay-
ment obligations.

Speaking on the develop-
ment, Muyiwa Asagba, Man-
aging Director, INCLUSIO at 
Interswitch, said the company 
remains committed to support-
ing government-led financial 
reforms through secure and 
efficient payment solutions.

“Interswitch is proud to 
continue supporting the Feder-
al Government’s drive toward 
greater transparency and 
efficiency in public revenue 
management. Our role on the 
RevOP platform reflects our 
commitment to delivering 
secure, seamless, and compli-
ant payment infrastructure 
that enables all stakeholders 
to meet their obligations with 
confidence,” he said.

Interswitch’s continued 

role on the platform builds on 
its longstanding experience in 
supporting critical national 
payment infrastructure and 
collaborating with regulatory 
and financial institutions to 
drive digital transformation 
across Nigeria’s public sector. 
Its infrastructure is designed 
to ensure high transaction up-
time, real-time processing, and 
secure data handling, all essen-
tial for effective public revenue 
collection.

By deepening its participa-
tion on the RevOP platform, In-
terswitch further strengthens 
its position as a trusted partner 
within Nigeria’s evolving digi-
tal payments ecosystem, while 
continuing to support initia-
tives that promote fiscal trans-
parency, operational efficiency, 
and sustainable governance 
across government institutions.

The Nigeria-China Strategic 
Partnership (NCSP) has reaf-
firmed Nigeria’s unwavering 
commitment to the One-China 
Principle, stating that the coun-
try’s position on Taiwan remains 
a settled and non-negotiable mat-
ter of  national policy.

The statement comes as global 
attention turns once again to Chi-
na’s insistence on the One-China 
Principle, following the visit of  
a United States delegation led by 
President Donald Trump in Bei-
jing, accompanied by America’s 
most powerful business execu-
tives. 

The visit underscored the 
enduring centrality of  the Tai-
wan question in China’s diplo-
matic engagements, and Bei-
jing’s consistent position that 
the People’s Republic of  China 
is the world’s only legitimate 
Chinese government and that 
Taiwan is an inalienable part 
of  its territory.

Nigeria’s commitment to this 
principle spans more than five de-
cades, dating to the establishment 
of  diplomatic relations with Bei-
jing in 1971. 

It was most authoritatively 
expressed during President Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu’s meeting with 
President Xi Jinping in Beijing 
in 2024, where both governments 
issued a joint statement affirm-
ing Nigeria’s adherence to the 
One-China Principle, recognising 

the PRC as the sole legal authori-
ty representing the whole of  Chi-
na, and expressing full support 
for China’s pursuit of  national 
reunification.

The NCSP says it will con-
tinue to leverage Nigeria’s long 
record of  diplomatic reliability 
as a foundation for deeper eco-
nomic engagement with Beijing, 
with a focus on manufacturing 
investment, technology transfer, 
industrial development and ex-
port-oriented production befit-
ting Nigeria’s scale as Africa’s 
largest economy.

Joseph Tegbe, Director-Gen-
eral of  the Nigeria-China Stra-
tegic Partnership, noted that 
China has already made signif-
icant contributions to Nigeria’s 
railway corridors, port and en-
ergy infrastructure, telecommu-
nications networks and indus-
trial capacity, and emphasised 
that the partnership must now 
advance further, into Nigeria’s 
digital economy, solid minerals 
sector, agro-processing capacity 
and consumer market, to deliver 
a more productive and balanced 
economic relationship.

The NCSP remains commit-
ted to strengthening bilateral 
collaboration with China across 
trade, investment, technology 
transfer, infrastructure, and ca-
pacity building, with a clear man-
date to deliver measurable, tan-
gible value to Nigeria’s economy

Nigeria LNG Limited (NLNG) 
says its Train 7 project is a catalyst 
for Nigerian Content development 
and industrial growth.

According to Anne-Marie 
Palmer-Ikuku , Manager, Corpo-
rate Communications and Public 
Affairs, NLNG , the Managing 
Director and Chief  Executive 
Officer, Adeleye Falade made the 
remark during a panel on Nigeri-
an Content support, lessons, expe-
riences and success stories at the 
Nigerian Oil & Gas Midstream & 
Downstream Summit (NOGMDS) 
2026 in Lagos.

Falade was represented on the 
panel by Train 7 Project Manager, 
Ali Uwais.

Falade described Train 7 as 
more than an LNG expansion; 
he called it “a practical model for 
intentional localisation of  exper-
tise,” and a compelling example of  
how Nigerian Content can drive 
industrial capability and deliver 
projects at global scale.

He also commended the Nige-
rian Content Development and 
Monitoring Board (NCDMB) for 
organising the summit and sus-
taining efforts to advance growth 
across Nigeria’s oil and gas sector.

Speaking further at the panel 
session, Uwais outlined the proj-
ect’s achievements, saying Train 
7 has recorded over 120 million 
man-hours and achieved rough-
ly 92 percent Nigerian Content 
participation—evidence, he said, 
of  NLNG’s deliberate strategy to 
strengthen local capability and 
broaden participation across the 
project value chain.

He attributed the success to 
extensive industry engagement, 
structured Nigerian Content 
plans, and targeted investments 

to build local capacity.
Drawing on lessons from earli-

er trains, he said the Train 7 team 
used a strategic, data-driven ap-
proach to assess local capabilities 
and identify meaningful partici-
pation opportunities that meet 
international standards.

That structured approach, 
Uwais said, enabled higher local 
involvement and ensured Nigeri-
an companies were integrated into 
project execution from the outset.

“Several fabrication activities 
typically carried out abroad were 
successfully executed in-coun-
try. Nigerian firms fabricated 
pressure vessels, structural steel 
components, valves, blocks, pipes, 
lighting systems, cables, and paint-
ing materials for the project.

NLNG deliberately identified 
local manufacturers with growth 
potential and provided targeted 
support to help them reach inter-
national quality-assurance stan-
dards, rather than relying solely 
on conventional quality-control 
checks” he said.

Uwais also recalled collab-
oration with foreign technical 
partners to help Nigerian firms 
transition from asbestos-based 
gaskets to safer carbon-graphite 
alternatives.

The initiative included equip-
ment support and international 
testing certification to strengthen 
local manufacturing capability.

“These interventions reflect 
NLNG’s broader philosophy of  
treating Nigerian Content not 
merely as a compliance obligation 
but as a long-term development 
opportunity capable of  delivering 
sustainable value beyond project 
execution,” Uwais said. “Our focus 
has been on building lasting value. 

NCSP Reaffirms Nigeria’s 
Position On One-China Principle

Train 7 Key To Sustainable 
Industrial Development In 
Nigeria
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Dynamism in the arena of  
global diplomacy, where 
nations jostle for relevance, 
prestige and strategic influ-

ence, the relationship between Nigeria 
and Morocco has quietly matured into 
one of  Africa’s most intriguing  dip-
lomatic partnerships. It is a relation-
ship built not merely on handshakes 
between statesmen, but on history, 
economics, energy cooperation, con-
tinental ambition, cultural curiosity 
and a shared vision of  Africa rising be-
yond dependency. Today, as the world 
gradually shifts toward multipolar di-
plomacy, Morocco and Nigeria stand 
as two strategic bedrocks linking West 
Africa to North Africa, the Atlantic to 
the Mediterranean, and Africa to Eu-
rope and the Middle East.

The etiology of  this relationship is 
soaked in mutual recognition of  stra-
tegic importance. Nigeria, Africa’s 
most populous nation and one of  its 
largest economies, has long occupied a 
leadership role in West African affairs 
through ECOWAS, peacekeeping, oil 
production and continental diploma-
cy. Morocco, on the other hand, has 
cultivated a reputation for stability, 
strategic foresight, tourism excellence, 
renewable energy leadership and dip-
lomatic sophistication. Though the 
two countries experienced periods of  
diplomatic divergence in earlier de-
cades, especially regarding the West-
ern Sahara question, the last decade 
has however,  witnessed a remarkable 
recalibration and rapprochement.

The turning point came with deep-
er economic engagement and the 
heralding of  a common continental 
vision. Morocco increasingly saw Ni-
geria not merely as an oil giant, but as 
a gateway into sub Saharan Africa. Ni-
geria, likewise, recognized Morocco as 
a diplomatic bridge to Europe, North 
Africa and the Arab world. This mu-
tual strategic awakening birthed one 
of  the most ambitious infrastructure 
visions on the African continent, the 
Nigeria Morocco Gas Pipeline proj-
ect. The proposed multibillion dollar 
pipeline stretching across West Afri-
ca toward Morocco and Europe has 
become both an economic and sym-
bolic pipe of  African integration.  
Developments show that feasibility 
studies have been completed and both 
nations are advancing toward imple-
mentation through joint institutional 
structures. 

The pipeline is more than an ener-
gy project. It is a geopolitical master-
piece. It seeks to connect over a dozen 
West African nations, expand regional 
energy access, stimulate industrializa-
tion, create employment and redefine 
Africa’s role in global energy markets. 
At a time when Europe searches for 
diversified energy sources, Nigeria’s 
gas reserves and Morocco’s geograph-
ic advantage have formed a natural al-
liance. Experts increasingly describe 
the project as one of  the clearest exam-
ples of  transregional African coopera-
tion in modern times. 

Diplomatically, Morocco has 
demonstrated unusual seriousness 
toward Nigeria. The Moroccan Em-
bassy in Abuja continues to expand 
its influence and engagement. Plans 
for a new Moroccan embassy complex 
in Abuja further underline Rabat’s 
long term commitment to Nigeria. 
Morocco’s Ambassador to Nigeria, a 
career diplomat and one time diplo-

mat to Senegal, Poland, Carpe Verde 
and Guinea Bissau, Mr. Moha Tag-
ma, has consistently emphasized the 
importance of  stronger Abuja Rabat 
relations and urban partnerships be-
tween the two capitals. 

Visa diplomacy has also played a 
subtle but powerful role in strengthen-
ing ties. Morocco has become increas-
ingly accessible to Nigerian entrepre-
neurs, students, tourists and investors. 
Thousands of  Nigerians now travel 
to Morocco yearly for education, com-
merce, tourism and religious interac-
tions. Morocco’s universities attract 
African students through scholarship 
diplomacy, while Nigerian traders 
continue to explore Moroccan mar-
kets and logistics opportunities. The 
cross cultural exchange between both 
nations has deepened through mu-
sic, fashion, cuisine, football, Islamic 
scholarship and migration networks.

One striking diplomatic semblance 
between the two countries is their 
shared understanding of  strategic sov-
ereignty. Neither Morocco nor Nigeria 
desires complete dependence on any 
single global bloc. Instead, both coun-
tries have embraced multipolar diplo-
macy, balancing relationships with the 
West, China, the Gulf  States, Europe 
and emerging powers. Morocco main-
tains strong ties with Europe and the 
United States while simultaneously 
deepening African partnerships. 
Nigeria similarly balances Western 
engagement with growing relation-
ships across Asia, the Middle East 
and the Global South. This diplomatic 
flexibility has allowed both countries 
to remain influential without becom-
ing trapped within rigid ideological 
camps.

Morocco’s governing organigram 
deserves particular admiration. Un-
der the leadership of  King Moham-
med VI, Morocco has carefully blend-
ed monarchy, modernization and 
institutional continuity. A governance  
model so unrivaled. The country has 
become known for infrastructural 
discipline, tourism management, 
renewable energy expansion, urban 
planning and diplomatic refinement. 
Unlike many developing nations 
struggling with instability, Morocco 
has projected calmness, continuity 
and administrative elegance. Rabat, 

Casablanca, Marrakesh and Tangier 
increasingly symbolize an African 
modernity that preserves heritage 
while embracing innovation.

The world’s admiration for Moroc-
co is not accidental. Morocco has mas-
tered the art of  national branding in a 
contemporary  world where tourism 
will be and it is a money spinner for na-
tions. Its tourism industry is globally 
celebrated. Its cities are aesthetically 
curated. Its rail transport system, in-
cluding the Al Boraq high speed rail, 
ranks among Africa’s most advanced. 
Its renewable energy investments, es-
pecially in solar infrastructure have 
elevated Morocco into global climate 
conversations. Its agricultural mod-
ernization, phosphates industry and 
export driven manufacturing further 
reinforce its economic resilience.

Morocco also ranks prominently 

in African diplomacy and soft pow-
er. It is regarded as one of  Africa’s 
leading tourism destinations and 
among the continent’s most stable 
investment hubs. It has excelled also 
in its film and cinematography, stag-
ing world class teaching forums and 
networking in that industry. Its ports, 
especially Tangier Med, have become 
strategic maritime gateways linking 
Africa to Europe and global trade 
routes. Moroccan banks, airlines and 
telecommunications companies con-
tinue expanding across Africa with 
deliberate precision.

Nigeria has profound lessons to 
learn from Morocco’s developmental 
philosophy. One such lesson is strate-
gic continuity. Morocco’s long term 
planning transcends political cycles. 
Infrastructure projects are pursued 
with consistency and clarity of  pur-
pose. Another lesson lies in urban 
organization and tourism preserva-
tion. Morocco turned culture into eco-
nomic capital. Its ancient architecture, 
markets, crafts and hospitality sys-
tems were not abandoned to decay. In-
stead, they became global attractions 
generating revenue, employment and 
prestige.

Nigeria can also learn from Moroc-
co’s investment in soft power diploma-
cy. Morocco understands symbolism. 
It understands presentation. It under-
stands how architecture, hospitality, 
sports and diplomacy can shape in-
ternational perception. While Nigeria 
possesses immense cultural power 
through Nollywood, Afrobeats and 
literature, Morocco demonstrates how 
state coordinated image management 
can elevate national prestige globally.

Trade relations between both 
countries continue to expand through 
banking, fertilizer cooperation, agri-
culture, energy and manufacturing. 
Morocco’s phosphate industry holds 
enormous importance for Nigeria’s 
agricultural ambitions. Partnerships 
involving fertilizer production have 
helped strengthen food security coop-
eration. Likewise, the energy partner-
ship anchored on the Atlantic gas proj-
ect represents one of  Africa’s boldest 
economic dreams. 

Morocco’s diplomatic affinities 
also deserve recognition. Rabat has 
positioned itself  as both African and 

Mediterranean, Islamic and modern, 
traditional and innovative. It speaks 
to Europe with confidence while em-
bracing Africa with intentionality. 
This dual identity has given Morocco 
unusual diplomatic leverage. In recent 
years, Morocco has strengthened rela-
tions across the Sahel and Atlantic Af-
rica, presenting itself  as a stabilizing 
and economically attractive partner. 

Why then does the world increas-
ingly gravitate toward Morocco. The 
answer lies in consistency, elegance, 
strategic patience and vision. Morocco 
projects stability in a turbulent region. 
It presents itself  as a country of  cul-
ture rather than chaos, architecture 
rather than anarchy, diplomacy rather 
than desperation. It has mastered the 
language of  international engage-
ment without losing its indigenous 
soul.

Yet, the Morocco Nigeria relation-
ship is not one sided admiration. Ni-
geria brings enormous demographic 
strength, entrepreneurial vitality, 
intellectual capital, entertainment in-
fluence and energy resources into the 
partnership. Together, both nations 
represent a powerful Atlantic African 
axis capable of  reshaping continental 
economics and diplomacy.

In many ways, Morocco and Nige-
ria embody two different African en-
ergies converging into one strategic 
future. Nigeria represents dynamism, 
population, raw ambition and conti-
nental influence. Morocco represents 
structure, strategic refinement, glob-
al positioning and infrastructural el-
egance. Their partnership therefore 
carries profound symbolic signifi-
cance for Africa itself.  Africa seeking 
integration without losing identity, 
modernization without cultural era-
sure, and global relevance without 
surrendering sovereignty.

As the twenty first century unfolds, 
the Rabat Abuja connection may very 
well become one of  the defining dip-
lomatic corridors of  Africa. From 
energy to trade, culture to geopolitics, 
education to tourism, the relationship 
continues to strengthen with remark-
able momentum. Morocco’s rise offers 
inspiration. Nigeria’s scale offers op-
portunity. Together, they reveal an 
African possibility too important for 
the world to ignore.

Foreign Affairs

Morocco And Nigeria: The Atlantic Brotherhood 
Forging Africa’s Diplomatic Future

Rabat has positioned 
itself as both African 
and Mediterranean, 
Islamic and modern, 
traditional and 
innovative. It speaks 
to Europe with 
confidence while 
embracing Africa 
with intentionality. 
This dual identity 
has given Morocco 
unusual diplomatic 
leverage.

Moroccan PM, Aziz Akhannouch Tinubu
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Training Women To Live Long In Akwa Ibom 
N S I K A K  E K A N E M 

“We do not want 
any woman to 
die. Whether 
she is some-

body’s daughter, sister, grand-
daughter, mother, wife or girl-
friend, no woman deserves to 
die!” Those words with the tone 
of  alarm for quick response and 
due diligence constituted the ad-
monition uttered by Ekem Em-
manuel John, a medical doctor 
and Akwa Ibom State Commis-
sioner for Health, while address-
ing participants at a three-day 
master training of  trainers on 
the management of  postpartum 
haemorrhage in Uyo, the state 
capital.

The “we” in the commission-
er’s words refers to the Akwa 
Ibom State government under 
the headship of  Governor Umo 
Eno. Often used PPH, the abbre-
viated form of   postpartum hae-
morrhage, in common parlance, 
means “bleeding after birth”. It is 
widely said to be the major cause 
of  maternal mortality.

The three-day workshop is 
part of  a 10-month training 
programme embarked upon for 
training of  healthcare work-
ers on how best to handle PPH. 
The training, which started in 
April is done in collaboration 
with SCIDaR, an acronym of  
Solina Centre For Internation-
al Development and Research. 
SCIDaR is a Nigerian non-profit 
non-governmental organisation 
focusing on health and education 
largely through consulting and 
programme implementation, as 
well as research.

Like some other indices of  
human development or underde-
velopment, available statistics on 
maternal mortality ratio, MMR, 
does not situate the sub-Saharan 
Africa in a position to relax. For 
instance, a report indicates that 
in 2023, 197 deaths occured per 
100, 000 live births across the 
globe, 80 per cent of  which was 
occuring in sub-Saharan Africa 
and South Asia, largely through 
PPH. Within the period under 
consideration, 10 per cent of  glob-
al maternal deaths happened in 
Nigeria.

Worldwide, brighter picture 
of  MMR is in Finland, which 
has three to eight per 100,000 live 
births, and Sweden, with a record 
of  four deaths per 100,000.

Chinedu Obikili, a maternal 
health specialist, who works with 
SCIDaR, told SUNDAY INDEPEN-
DENT that “in Nigeria, maternal 
mortality is higher in the north-
ern part of  the country, hence a 
lot of  intervention started there.” 

SCIDaR, which has its spread 
across Nigeria’s 36 states and 
Abuja, Nigeria’s capital, works 
on maternal health in 11 states. 
According to Obikili, the NGO 
“started work on maternal health 
in Niger, Lagos and Kano states 
and later expanded to Plateau, 
Ebonyi, Delta and Katsina Sates.”

With data showing that Akwa 
Ibom has 774 deaths per 100, 000 
live births, the state is rated one 
of  the highest in MMR in South-
ern Nigeria. Regarding the grim 
picture, the commissioner told 
SUNDAY INDEPENDENT that 
“Nigeria is a far cry to the Unit-
ed Nations’ Sustainable Develop-

ment Goal, UN-SDG, and since 
whatever affects the country 
affects all within it, Akwa Ibom 
cannot be an isolated case.” 

“The beautiful thing”, in the 
words of  Dr John, “is that we rec-
ognise there is a problem and we 
are working towards the solution 
of  that problem. In what seems 
to be a veiled reference to the 
COVID-19 era, in which stake-
holders in Akwa Ibom health 
sector were controversially 
singing in discordant tunes over 
statistics on the pandemic, John 
said, “where we used to quarrel 
in time past was where there 
was a problem and we played the 
ostrich by not agreeing there is 
a problem.” Referring to  meth-
odology of  the Akwa Ibom State 
Ministry of  Health under his 
watch, John said, “we identify 
and design pathways to solving 
problems.” Still on the necessity 
of  rolling out the training pro-
gramme, the commissioner ra-
tionalised thus: “When we find 
out there are health indices that 
are disturbing, we owe a duty to 
the government and the people 
of  Akwa Ibom to take steps to 
correct such.”

While disclosing that “there is 
a lot of  investment in maternal 
healthcare made by the federal 
Ministry of  Health and Social 
Welfare”, Obikili also revealed 
that “Akwa Ibom is among one 
of  the places that have not got a 
lot of  the PPH intervention yet.”

Lauding the commissioner 
for facilitating the state to play 
its collaborative role effectively, 
Obikili explained to SUNDAY 
INDEPENDENT that “the Akwa 
Ibom State government has been 
central to everything SCIDaR 
does, even before coming to the 
state.’

Justifying the necessity for 
the training further, Dr Dachun 
Alexander of  the federal Minis-
try of  Health and Social Welfare, 
who admitted that “Postpartum 
haemorrhage remains one of  
the leading causes of  maternal 
mortality in Nigeria”, expressed 
displeasure that ‘despite prog-
ress over the years, far too many 

women still lose their lives to pre-
ventable complications related to 
childbirth.”

As observed by this reporter, 
the three-day training exercise, 
could be said to be a classroom 
and laboratory outside a school 
environment. Referring to what 
is called EMOTIVE, Alexander 
explained that the intervention 
strategy designed to reduce ma-
ternal mortality and morbidity 
caused by excessive bleeding 
after birth “emphasises early 
detection, timely response and 
coordinated care to prevent and 

manage PPH effectively.”
Asserting that “the training 

is coming at the right time” Dr 
Aniedi Etuk, a Chief  Nursing Of-
ficer, listed important aspects of  
the training to include “provision 
of  guidelines, standard precau-
tion on what to do -- the standard 
order on how to handle any pa-
tient having PPH”, among others. 
She said: “The training has made 
us to know when to start action, 
when to call for help, when to look 
for other trained personnel.”

On meeting the UN-SDG, 
which is targeting drastical re-
duction of  maternal mortality, 
Obikili, however, opined that it 
may be difficult to get to the tar-
get.” He pointed to inaccurate 
data, which he said constituted 
hindrances in ascertaining how 
close one is to the goal. Saying 
that it would not be easy to arrive 
at the SDG, he stressed the need 
for continuous push.

To Aniekan Abasiattai, a pro-
fessor of  Obstetrics and Gynae-
cology, the training has been 
“very significant to reducing 
maternal mortality.”  Although 
he opined that achieving the SDG 
target is in the realm of  proba-
bility, Abasiattai, sees hope be-
cause “all hands are on deck.” 
Specific on Akwa Ibom, Mrs Etuk 
told SUNDAY INDEPENDENT 
thus: “If  we can step down the 
training to everywhere in Akwa 
Ibom, down to community health 
workers, as scheduled in the pro-
gramme, the rate of  maternal 
mortality will greatly reduce in 
the state.”

Another problem identified in 
the case of  Akwa Ibom revolves 
around indulgence of  unethical 
practices, such as the preference 
of  many to go for child deliv-
ery at non-medical   places like  
“spiritual” homes and churches, 
Abasiattai mentioned that “one 
of  the reasons women do not go 
to hospitals, which forms barri-
er for women accessing health 
care services has to do with at-
titude of  healthcare workers 
and respective maternity care.” 
According to the professor, that 
poor behaviour is “one of  the 

things that has been noticed and 
well documented.” He added that 
much was emphasised on that in 
the course of  the training.

The envisaged objectives of  
the  exercise may have much to 
do with what Alexander, who rep-
resented the Director and Head 
of  Reproductive Health at the fed-
eral ministry of  health, Dr Sam-
uel Oyeniyi, told participants at 
the event:  “The success of  this 
programme depends not only on 
what is learned but how effective 
it is translated into practice.”

The unwell situation, par-
ticularly at the circumstance 
of  maternal mortality rate in 
Akwa Ibom, as said by sources 
close to the commissioner, has 
contributed  in making Dr John, 
who always appears restless on 
healthcare matters, not to relax. 
The commissioner told SUNDAY 
INDEPENDENT thus: “We are 
bracing up to the challenge.”

He added: “Medicine is a pro-
fessional space in terms of  spe-
ciality. It requires continuing 
medical education, training and 
retraining for doctors, pharma-
cies, nurses and other health 
workers. So, the state govern-
ment, right now, is not just fo-
cusing on employing people and 
sending them to places, but on 
training them, giving them the 
right skills and equipping them 
to do the work. That is what in-
forms the workshop.”

It was gathered that the work-
shop for women to live long in 
Akwa Ibom is one of  the mea-
sures put in place by John to-
wards ensuring efficient and 
effective health care delivery in 
Akwa Ibom.

Dr Edidiong James of  the 
Akwa Ibom State Ministry of  
Health, who coordinated the 
workshop disclosed to SUN-
DAY INDEPENDENT that the 
next phase of  the 10-month 
programme will include “stake-
holders engagement and sensiti-
sation.” According to him, it will 
include parleying with tradition-
al rulers at all levels and women 
groups, mostly at market places 
and churches.

Gov.Eno John

With data showing 
that Akwa Ibom has 
774 deaths per 100, 
000 live births, the 
state is rated one of 
the highest in MMR 
in Southern Nigeria

Healthline
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C H I B U I K E  C H U K W U

Despite mountain expec-
tations that Manchester 
City, playing at the Vi-
tality Stadium against 

the host, Bournemouth, would 
extend Arsenal's celebrations to 
the final day, The Citizens left it 
late to draw 1-1 to hand over the 
2025/26 English Premier League 
title to the Gunners, with the lat-
ter finally ending their 22-year 
wait for the coveted silverware.

However, while Crystal Pal-
ace, who will host Arsenal today 
at the Selhurst, will be mount-
ing a guard of  honour for the 
new English champions, noth-
ing more than a pride will be at 
stake for the UEFA Conference 
League finalists, just as nothing 
more than points increment will 
be at stake for Arsenal who will 
understandably be expected to 
rest a number of  their players 
ahead of  the Champions League 

final against holders, Paris Saint 
Germain.

Prior to that Man City slip, 
the Gunners had earlier put 
themselves on the verge of  the 
crown with Monday evening's 
1-0 win against Burnley. They 
were able to celebrate just 24 
hours later as Pep Guardiola's  
Manchester City held Bour-
nemouth to a draw.

That result also saw Bour-
nemouth seal a place in the top 
eight of  the Premier League 
which will likely be enough to 
see the Cherries qualify for Eu-
rope.

As a result, attention today 
will be turned to the  relegation 
state of  play as Tottenham and 
West Ham battles goes to the last 
day on who will join both Wolves 
and Burnley in the Champion-
ship next season.

Tottenham and West Ham 
United face a tense final day 
with the final relegation battle 

set to be decided following the 
former's draw with Chelsea

It's set to be a final-day 
shootout between the two Lon-
don Clubs as both clubs remain 
in real danger of  slipping into 
the Championship. Roberto De 
Zerbi's Spurs had a real chance 
of  confirming their spot in the 
Premier League on Tuesday eve-
ning against Chelsea at Stam-
ford Bridge. All they needed to 
do was avoid defeat at Stamford 
Bridge to rubber-stamp their 
place and relegate West Ham in 
the process.

But goals from Enzo Fernan-
dez and Andrey Santos saw the 
North Londoners slip to another 
defeat despite Richarlison pull-
ing a goal back. Fortunately 
for Spurs however, it's a simple 
equation heading into the final 
day of  the campaign.

All they need to do today is 
avoid defeat against Everton and 
hope West Ham don't win and 

score 12 goals against Leeds in 
their own final game - to stay up. 
A win would guarantee them-
selves a Premier League place 
regardless if  the Hammers win.

If  Spurs lose, they need to 
keep their fingers crossed that 
West Ham do not beat Leeds. 
If  that happens, it will be West 
Ham instead of  Spurs that stay 
up.

Speaking after the defeat to 
Chelsea on Tuesday night - when 
Spurs could have secured safety 
with a point - recently returned 
from injury, James Maddison, 
called Tottenham's plight "em-
barrassing".

He said: "We have to give ev-
erything for the club, for the 
badge, for the fans. It's a bit 
embarrassing that we're in this 
position. We're going to need our 
fans, who were unbelievable to-
night. I think we have the best 
away following in the league.”

Former Spurs midfielder, 

Danny Murphy, admitted he 
had a "bad feeling". Giving his 
prediction to Talksport, he said: 
"I think it will be a tiny margin 
on the day, a lot will depend on 
Tottenham's start to the game, I 
think if  they were to go a goal 
down, the nerves would kick 
in. One of  Tottenham's biggest 
problems is their creativity, 
chances, they can't score goals.

"I think West Ham will beat 
Leeds and I've got a bad feeling 
here. I want Tottenham to stay 
up but I've got a bad feeling 
they're going to go."

Earlier in the campaign it 
looked as if  it would be either 
West Ham or Nottingham For-
est that would follow those two 
to the Championship, but both 
enjoyed a resurgence and Tot-
tenham were dragged into the 
battle at the bottom.

EPL Final Day:  
Spurs, West Ham Face Uncertainties 

As Arsenal Set For Coronation
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WHAT TOTTENHAM NEED TO DO
Tottenham's fate is very much 

in their hands. With two points 
clear of  the drop and with a su-
perior goal difference, a draw 
should be enough for the north 
London side to consolidate their 
Premier League status.

Indeed, playing against Ever-
ton today, they've won more 
games against the Toffees (32) 
in the Premier League era, and 
have won more home matches 
against Everton (21) than any 
other team.

The issue, though, is that 
Spurs are not very good at home 
this season. They've won only two 
of  their 18 home league matches 
this season - one of  which was 
against Burnley - while no team 
has collected fewer points in front 
of  their fans than Spurs (12) in 
England's top tier this term.

Winless in 10 at the Totten-
ham Hotspur Stadium, you 
have to go back to a 2-0 win over 
Brentford in December for their 
last league win in north London.

Even a defeat may be enough 
to stave off  relegation provided 
West Ham fail to beat Leeds at 
the London Stadium this week-
end. However, De Zerbi will 
want to see out a dreary season 
on a high and give supporters 
something to cheer about.

THEIR CHANCES
They win and West Ham beat 

Leeds; They win and West Ham 
draw with Leeds; They win and 
West Ham lose to Leeds; They 
draw and West Ham beat Leeds 
without a 12-goal swing; They 
draw and West Ham draw with 
Leeds; They draw and West Ham 
lose to Leeds; They lose and West 
Ham draw with Leeds; They lose 
and West Ham lose to Leeds.

WHAT WEST HAM NEED TO DO
West Ham will feel hard done 

by that they sit two points off  
safety rather than one follow-
ing the 1-0 loss to Arsenal earli-

er this month. Callum Wilson's 
stoppage-time equaliser was 
chalked off  for a foul on David 
Raya, which proved a crucial 
moment in both the title race 
and the battle to beat the drop.

Even so, the Hammers put in 
a limp display at Newcastle last 
weekend, crashing to a 3-1 loss 
at St. James' Park which essen-
tially resigned the east London 
side to their fate.

There is still a glimmer of  
hope for West Ham, but they'll 
need to do something they've 
only done five times this season 
and win a league match at the 
London Stadium. Two of  those 
five wins have come against rel-
egated pair Wolves and Burnley, 
and even then; victory may not 

be enough for West Ham.
They have won three of  their 

last five home games against the 
Yorkshire side, which bodes well, 
though conversely; Leeds have lost 
just one of  their last 11 away league 
matches, including impressive re-
sults at Liverpool, Chelsea, Man-
chester United and Tottenham.

Either way, there is only one 
realistic way that West Ham re-
main in the Premier League at 
Spurs' expense. We're unlikely 
to see West Ham win by 12 goals 
and Spurs fail to beat Everton 
at home, though stranger things 
have happened.

WEST HAM WILL STAY UP IF...
They win and Tottenham lose 

to Everton; They win with a 12-

goal swing and Tottenham draw 
with Everton.

Jamie Redknapp, former En-
gland international who once 
laced his boots for Spurs, re-
called how his former side start-
ed the slip into relegation.

“They are sleepwalking to-
wards relegation. I said it earlier 
this season,” Redknapp said on 
Sky Sports.

“The only thing that’s saved 
them is a couple of  good results.

“When I say good, they beat 
Wolves, and they beat an Aston 
Villa side who had seven players 
out at the time."

He charged them to rise up 
and beat Everton at home if  they 
must escape the drop.

“Now they’ve got to find a way 

to win a game at home. Their 
home form has been horren-
dous all season. They’ve had no 
quality and no character to win 
a football match. Now they’ve 
got to find a way to beat Everton.

"David Moyes will be fuming 
after the weekend and he’ll be 
going there thinking, ‘We’ve 
got to get something out of  this 
game.’

“I’d rather be playing Leeds 
at home than Everton. I think 
there’s a chance they could draw 
at the weekend…”

Despite this, Redknapp has 
backed Spurs to just about do 
enough to stay up.

“Do I still think they survive 
by the skin of  their teeth? May-
be, because I think there’s a 
chance they could draw at the 
weekend,” Redknapp added.

“But can they win? They ha-
ven’t won at home since Decem-
ber. December!

“They’ve got the best away 
record. If  they were going away 
to Everton, I’d maybe give them 
more chance, but somehow 
they might just scrape a draw 
and survive by the skin of  their 
teeth.

"But can you imagine North 
London if  Arsenal win the ti-
tle and Tottenham go down? 
How would that feel to Totten-
ham fans? They don’t deserve 
that."But then it is a whole lot 
of  drama right now but I expect 
Spurs to finish the job.”

Meanwhile, away from the 
relegation fight, Bournemouth's 
draw against Manchester City 
was not a bad one for them after 
all. A win would have put them in 
a last-day battle for a Champions 
League spot but they now need a 
six-goal swing on the final day to 
swap places with Liverpool.

Sticking with Europe, there 
are a number of  clubs still in the 
conversation for a continental 
competition. Brighton, Chelsea, 
Brentford and Sunderland could 
all sneak into the top eight on 
the final day.
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Bianca Andreescu

Bolton joined the AELTC in 2016 as head of corporate affairs

Gill is ranked 237th in the world

'I Broke The Curse' - The Fall, Rise Of 
A Teenage Grand Slam Champion

Sally Bolton will step down as 
the All England Lawn Tennis 
Club's (AELTC) chief  executive 
after Wimbledon following six 
years in the role.

Bolton became the first female 
chief  executive of  the All England 
Club when she was appointed in 
December 2019, replacing Richard 
Lewis.

The 51-year-old oversaw Wimble-
don's return after the tournament 
was cancelled in 2020 because of  the 
Covid pandemic.

The AELTC said that financial 
director Richard Atkinson will take 
up the role on an interim basis and 
a new chief  executive will be an-
nounced in due course.

"I am proud of  what we have 
achieved together - particularly 
bringing the Championships back 

following the pandemic and in 
shaping a clear path for the future," 
Bolton said.

"The All England Club is a very 
special institution, and I look for-
ward to seeing it continue to flour-
ish in the years ahead."

Bolton has backed the AELTC's 
plans to to expand the Wimbledon 
site and oversaw the tournament's 
transition from a 13-day to a 14-day 
event in 2022, with the introduction 
of  play in its middle Sunday.

Deborah Jevans, the chair of  the 
All England Club, said: "I'd like to 
thank Sally for her hard work and 
dedication over that time and com-
mend her for guiding the organisa-
tion through a period of  significant 
change."

Wimbledon takes place from 
Monday, June 28 to Sunday, July 12.

Britain's Felix Gill will have to wait 
to make his Grand Slam singles de-
but after he fell at the final hurdle in 
French Open qualifying.

World number 237 Gill was un-
able to join compatriot Toby Samuel 
in the main draw at Roland Garros 
as he suffered a 7-6 (7-5) 6-3 defeat by 
France's Kyrian Jacquet.

The first round of  the men's and 
women's singles starts in Paris on 
Sunday.

Samuel, who has never played in 
the main draw of  a singles major 
before, is the only one of  12 Britons 
to make it through the three quali-
fying rounds.

There will be six British players 
in the singles main draw, with Sam-
uel joining Cameron Norrie, Jacob 

Fearnley, Emma Raducanu, Katie 
Boulter and Francesca Jones.

There was little to separate the 
players in the first set on Court Su-
zanne Lenglen, with Gill breaking 
back immediately after dropping 
serve in the third game.

But Jacquet opened up a 3-0 lead 
in the tie-break and Englishman 
Gill could not claw his way back 
as the Frenchman secured the 
opener to the delight of  the home 
crowd.

Jacquet carried his momentum 
into the second set and struck the 
decisive blow at 3-2 before serving 
out victory on his second match 
point four games later.

Of  the six British players in both 
singles draws, only Norrie is seeded.

Norrie will open against Para-
guay's Adolfo Daniel Vallejo, while 
Fearnley faces Argentina's Juan 
Manuel Cerundolo with the likely 
prospect of  world number one Jan-
nik Sinner waiting in round two.

Samuel, meanwhile, will face 
Australia's eighth seed Alex de Mi-
naur.

Raducanu has been handed a 
tricky first-round test against Ar-
gentine clay-court specialist Sola-
na Sierra as Boulter starts against 
American wildcard Akasha Urho-
bo, and 25-year-old Jones plays 
Brazil's 2023 semi-finalist Beatriz 
Haddad Maia.

Bianca Andreescu stood with 
the US Open trophy aloft, 
smiling as glittering confetti 
fell all around her on Arthur 

Ashe Stadium.
It was September 2019. The teen-

ager had just beaten the great Serena 
Williams and, at 19 years old, reached 
the pinnacle of  tennis.

In that moment, she could not have 
thought it would be more than 2,300 
days before she would win another 
title - nor that the one she did would 
have a prize of  $3,000 (£2,200), less than 
0.1% of  her $3.9m (£2.9m) earnings at 
Flushing Meadows.

She might not have expected to re-
turn to the lower tiers of  professional 
tennis, where there are no free towels 
at tournaments and players often have 
to retrieve their own balls.

But after years of  injuries, that 
was where the Canadian headed in 
a bid to rebuild what had been such a 
promising career.

Andreescu's US Open victory 
capped off  a year that also included 
an Indian Wells title and a Canadian 
Open win in her hometown of  Toron-
to, and had propelled her up the world 
rankings.

She had announced herself  to the 
world - but then it all started going 
wrong.

A knee injury enforced a break at 
the start of  2020 and the tennis calen-
dar was then paused because of  the 
Covid pandemic. When she walked 
out to play in February 2021, it was her 
first time on the court for 16 months.

She also admits she had not been 
ready for life as a Grand Slam cham-
pion.

"I don't think it's possible to really 
prepare yourself  [for a Grand Slam 
victory], especially if  you haven't gone 
through that before, but I wish I had a 
little bit more guidance after the US 
Open," Andreescu, now 25, tells BBC 
Sport.

"You think you know everything 
at 19, and I just remember I'm not one 
to ever ask for help, but I am a little bit 
better at that now. So maybe if  I did, 
things would have been different."

Her current coach Dusan Vemic 
added: "She had to grow up fast from 
a carefree teenager to a young woman 
that she is now.

"You have a different outlook, dif-
ferent points of  view on challenges 
or fun stuff.

"Being a tennis player, being an 
athlete, you suddenly have a differ-
ent role. You become a role model for 
many youngsters."

Andreescu was plagued with in-
juries - issues with her abdomen and 
ankle kept her away from the court, 
and her 2025 season was delayed by 
appendectomy surgery.

Her form suffered and she has 
failed to go beyond the fourth round 
at a Grand Slam since her US Open 
triumph, with her ranking tumbling 
from a high of  world number four in 
2019 to 228 earlier this year.

At the start of  2026 she decided to 
return to an environment where she 
hadn't played since 2018, swapping 
life on the Women’s Tennis Asso-
ciation (WTA) Tour for that on the 
International Tennis Federation 
(ITF).

The tournament rankings work 
from W15 - the lowest level - up to 
W100. Andreescu was competing in 
W35 and W75 editions, with the total 

prize pot for a W35 tournament about 
£26,000.

The make-up of  the ITF tour tends to 
be youngsters who are trying to make 
their mark on the sport, women who 
were unable to break on to the WTA 
Tour or players who are using it to re-
gain previous form.

The crowds might be tiny and line 
judges rare, but competition on the 
court is fierce.

"The hunger the women had that I 
was playing against, every match was 
so difficult, and I feel like maybe on the 
WTA Tour, the athletes are maybe a bit 
more comfortable with certain things," 
Andreescu says.

"Certain things are getting paid for 
[on the WTA Tour]. But on that [ITF] 
level, nothing's getting paid for, and 
you're barely breaking even. I was there 
too at one point, so I know how it is.

"I don't want people to get the idea 
that the ITF tour is Mickey Mouse com-
pared to the WTA Tour, because that's 
not the case.

"I feel a lot of  admiration and respect 
for the women that continue to grind on 
the tour, because it's not easy, even on 
the WTA Tour, it's just not easy."

Vemic, who joined Andreescu's 
team in September 2025, echoed those 
thoughts.

"Every player there needs to prove 
themselves and everyone is hungry and 
they're not bored of  playing many years 
on tour," he says.

"They're all driven by their dreams 
and passion because a lot of  them are 
younger athletes.

"So sometimes it's a transitional part 
or stage of  coming from juniors into 
professional waters and some of  them 
carry a lot of  confidence."

While many of  tennis' most talent-
ed athletes turned their focus to the 
Australian Open at the start of  the 
year, Andreescu found herself  nestled 
away in Bradenton on Florida's west 
coast, navigating coastal storms, eager 
youngsters and a venue change before 
her final.

She would go on to win that final 6-2 
7-5 against 325th-ranked Vivian Wolff  
after multiple delays because of  violent 
winds and a move to an indoor court.

It was a stark contrast to her epic 
success on the big stage in New York, 
when she battled to hold off  a fightback 
from 23-time major singles winner Wil-
liams to become Canada's first Grand 
Slam singles champion.

The move to a lower level has proven 
effective. After her win in Bradenton, 
she went on to reach the semifinals of  
another W35 tournament before win-
ning a W75.

"I'm super grateful for that experi-
ence because I was able to really test the 

things that I've been working on in 
practice, in matches," she says.

"I've been able to test how my 
body handles the pressure and play-
ing match after match, tournament 
after tournament, and I got my first 
singles win in six and a half  years. 
I like to say 'hopefully, I broke the 
curse'."

Andreescu says she played 14 
matches in 16 days - an important 
move as she tries to get her body 
ready for the rigours of  Grand Slam 
tennis.

"I don't think I played that many 
matches ever in a row. and my body 
held up perfectly fine," she said.

"That's a win. I'm just taking that 
consistency into the rest of  the tour.

"I think it's been going really 
good. I'm feeling great."

Vemic says Andreescu has been 
playing "even more aggressive 
than before" and has been finishing 
points more at the net.

"She's a bit of  an artist on the 
tennis court. You are always excit-
ed to watch her play," says the Serb, 
who has previously worked with 
24-time Grand Slam winner Novak 
Djokovic.

"My biggest thought when think-
ing about working with her was 
that I would really like to help her 
reinvent herself  or come back to the 
level that she deserves to be at."

Andreescu, now ranked 137th, is 
back in French Open qualifying this 
week. She will need to get through 
three matches if  she is to make the 
main draw at Roland Garros.

Another key part of  Andrees-
cu's reinvention has been to contin-
ue to focus on interests away from 
the sport, including charity work, 
writing a children's book, releasing 
music and spirituality.

"I've learned, if  I'm just tennis, 
tennis, tennis, I perform worse, and 
I just go crazy. I need these outlets," 
she says.

"I like to explore the other side of  
what life has to offer, which is more 
the spirituality side, the esoteric 
side, and neuroscience as well.

"I'm reading a lot of  books on that. 
They all just help me stay grounded, 
and they also help me get away from 
the chaos of  what the tour offers."

Andreescu, who famously said 
she had mocked up a US Open win-
ner's cheque as a 16-year-old to help 
her visualise winning it for real, has 
moved towards meditation practices 
that allow her to be more present.

"I would say I'm more into trying 
to find a balance and not... contin-
uously visualising an outcome of  
something," she says.

Bolton To Step Down As All 
England Club Chief

French Open: GB's Gill Loses In 
Final Round Of Qualifying
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Sport

El Clasico 
FC Barcelona vs Real 

?

Super Eagles Stars Arrive London 
Ahead Of Unity Cup Tourney

Super Eagles

What Super Eagles Must Do To 
Qualify For AFCON 2027 – Obuh

Nwaneri To Get Arsenal’s EPL Winning Medal

Switzerland-Based 
Coach Warns Chelle

AYO  B A D A 

Former Nigeria U-17 and 
U-20 head coach John 
Obuh has shared his 
thoughts on the Super 

Eagles’ chances of  qualifying 
for the 2027 Africa Cup of  Na-
tions (AFCON).

The 2027 AFCON will take 
place in the summer of  2027 
and will be the first edition to be 
hosted by three countries, with 
Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania 
set to jointly host the competi-
tion.

Nigeria were drawn in 
Group L of  the qualifying cam-
paign in the draw held on Tues-
day in Cairo, Egypt and will 
face Madagascar, Guinea-Bis-
sau and co-host Tanzania.

While two countries are 
expected to qualify from most 
group, the presence of  the Taifa 
Stars means only one country 
can qualify from the remain-
ing three in the Super Eagles’ 
path, leaving very little margin 
for error.

Nigeria have endured some 
disappointments in recent 
years, failing to qualify for 
back-to-back FIFA World Cup 
tournaments, including the up-
coming 2026 edition in the Unit-
ed States, Mexico, and Canada, 
after they were beaten by DR 
Congo in the CAF playoff  final 
in November.

However, the Super Eagles 
have consistently qualified for 

AYO  B A D A

Nigeria’s preparations for the 
2026 Unity Cup gathered mo-
mentum on Saturday with 14 
players arriving at the Super 
Eagles camp in London ahead 
of  the team’s first training ses-
sion.

The early arrivals are ex-
pected to participate in the 
evening workout scheduled for 
6pm at Cray Valley FC, Middle 
Park Avenue, London, as Head 
Coach Eric Chelle begins tac-
tical and fitness assessment 
ahead of  the invitational tour-
nament.

Among the players already 
in camp are forward Terem 
Moffi, goalkeeper Arthur 
Okonkwo, winger Philip Otele 
and England-based attacker 
Femi Azeez.

Others who have checked 
into camp include Junior 
Ayobami, Al Ameen Tijani, 
Michael Atata, Adeoye Ader-
emi, Oputa Chibueze, Ighoke 
Obinna, Ocholi Elias, Oyedo-
kun Tosin, Owen Oseni and 
Nnadi Tochukwu.

The Unity Cup is expected 
to provide Chelle with another 
opportunity to assess emerg-
ing players and strengthen 
the depth of  the national team 
ahead of  future international 
assignments.

Several of  the invited play-
ers are either new to the senior 
national team or seeking to es-
tablish themselves within the 
Super Eagles setup following 
impressive performances at 
club level during the recently 
concluded season.

The coach is understood 
to be keen on building a more 
competitive squad with a blend 
of  experienced internationals 
and younger talents capable 
of  fitting into his tactical phi-
losophy.

One of  the notable arriv-
als is Arthur Okonkwo, the 
Nigerian-eligible goalkeeper 
who has continued to attract 

AYO  B A D A 

Nigerian-born winger, Ethan 
Nwaneri has received an as-
surance that he will get an 
English Premier League 
winning medal with other 
members of  Arsenal’s squad, 
despite his current status in 
a loan deal outside the club.

Although Nwaneri has 
found the going tough during 
his loan deal with Marseille 
and doubts linger over his 
chances of  getting back into 
Arsenal’s mainframe ahead of  
next season, the youngster is 
favoured by regulations guid-
ing distribution of  medals.

Switzerland Base Tactician 
coach Adedeji Adeyemi An-
thony ( Triple A) has warned 
Super Eagles head coach Eric 
Chelle to be careful because 
of  those that want him to fail 
are waiting for him .

Speaking on Crowther 88.5 
FM Coach Triple A said: "I 
am always and will keep sup-
porting Eric Chelle because 
Nigeria is lucky to have him 
as the coach of  Super Eagles 
that is why I am advising him 
to take the friendly matches 
ahead of  him like the Unity 
Cup to take it seriously and 
make sure the team defend 
this trophy in London where 
Nigeria will be facing Zimba-
bwe, India or Jamaica.

The Swiss based tactician 
further give kudos to NFF for 
arranging Grade A friendlies 
for Super Eagles where they 
will be playing against Portu-
gal and Poland after the Unity 
Cup invitational tournament.

"Super Eagles need to ap-
proach all this friendlies to 

The rules allow a mini-
mum of  five matches by each 
player to qualify them for a 
title-winning medal, which 
Nwaneri is now entitled to 
because he played six games 
for The Gunners before they 
shipped him out to Marseille 
at the start of  this year.

Incidentally, the revelation 
comes at a point, the Nigeri-
an-born England youth inter-
national is reportedly drawing 
transfer attention from Borus-
sia Dortmund of  Germany, 
who are regarded as one of  
his ‘long-term admirers.’

Despite the link, Nwaneri’s 
next port of  call remains un-

certain, as additional infor-
mation regarding his transfer 
value indicate that Dortmund 
might not readily agree to 
terms on a deal that they con-
sider costly, due to the finances 
involved.

A report by Tribal Football 
further revealed, “Ending a 
22-year wait without a league 
title will feel sweet for anyone 
associated with the club, and 
even Nwaneri, who has spent 
the second half  of  the season 
on loan at Marseille.

“Nwaneri will receive a 
Premier League winners’ 
medal, despite only making 
six appearances in the compe-

the AFCON, reaching the last 
four editions. The last time 
Nigeria missed the AFCON 
tournaments was in 2017, while 
their last triumph came at the 
2013 edition in South Africa.

The West African giants 
have finished second and third 
respectively in the last two edi-
tions and impressed at the 2025 
AFCON in Morocco, going un-
beaten in normal time before 
losing on penalties to the hosts 
in the semifinal.

Speaking in an interview, 
John Obuh, who led Nigeria’s 
Golden Eaglets to a silver medal 
at the 2009 FIFA U-17 World Cup, 
believes that the Super Eagles 
must approach every match 
with caution and seriousness 
to ensure qualification.

The former Flying Eagles 
coach also praised the team’s 
performance at the 2025 AF-
CON in Morocco but warned 
against complacency and 
underestimating any of  their 
group opponents.

“I will start from their last 
competition, which was the 
Nations Cup. We did very well. 
They brought back hope to us 
with the way they played, even 
though we lost out. It was a very 
good campaign, a very good per-
formance, and there were a lot 
of  positive discoveries”, Obuh 
said, via Footy-Africa.

“Taking that into this cur-
rent campaign, I want to be-
lieve that as long as they do not 

underrate those countries—be-
cause Madagascar and the rest 
are no longer small football na-
tions—they will succeed.

“Every country has expe-
rienced some level of  develop-
ment as far as football is con-
cerned. Therefore, any country 
we play, we must face them as 
if  we are playing Brazil, Ar-
gentina, Italy, Ghana, or South 
Africa.”

The Nigeria Football Fed-
eration (NFF) has faced criti-
cism over recent Super Eagles 
disappointments, including the 
failure to qualify for the last two 
editions of  the World Cup.

However, Obuh believes the 
federation have a very import-
ant role to play in ensuring the 
team does not struggle during 
its qualification campaign 
through poor planning or se-
lection.

“Although I have not seen 
the list of  invited players, I 
know the NFF recognises the 
importance of  this qualifier, 
and I am sure they will not joke 
with it.”

The Super Eagles are in a pe-
riod of  transition, with many 
young players expected to be 
handed opportunities to im-
press by head coach Eric Chelle.

John Obuh believes this 
current squad have the poten-
tial to help Nigeria end its long 
wait for another AFCON title, 
but any other addition must be 
based on merit and their perfor-

mance for their club side.
“I wouldn’t think that their 

age means they are going to re-
tire at a specific time. There are 
many of  their colleagues play-
ing beyond that age, even in Eu-
ropean countries, who are still 
part of  their respective World 
Cup squads. The most import-
ant thing right now is for them 
to first focus on securing quali-
fication. Let them concentrate 
on qualifying us before we start 
talking about representation at 
the next FIFA World Cup”, the 
ex-Golden Eaglets coach added.

“It is not going to be about 
my wish; it is about their perfor-
mance, so my wish will make 
no difference. It is their perfor-
mance that will keep them in 
the team. With the way they 
are progressing, they are the 
ones we look forward to seeing 
replace the older players.

“My wish is for all of  them 
to be part of  it because they are 
young enough to serve us for a 
longer time. However, they have 
to perform very well to keep 
their places, because we need 
replacements as quickly as pos-
sible”, Obuh concluded.

Nigeria will begin their 
qualification in September, 
with the campaign set to run 
until March 2027, a few months 
before the tournament. Before 
then, the Super Eagles will take 
part in the Unity Cup later this 
month and also face Poland 
and Portugal in international 
friendlies next month.

tition this term, with the rules 
stating that a player needs to 
make a minimum of  five.

“The 19-year-old has only 
played a sporadic role for Mar-
seille since joining the club in 
January, scoring twice in nine 
appearances, but Sky Germa-
ny has suggested that he may 
not even play for the Gunners 
next season.

“Nwaneri’s contract at the 
Emirates Stadium runs until 
2030, and with the teenager 
commanding a high fee, Dort-
mund could be priced out of  a 
transfer. Nonetheless, it will 
be interesting to see how this 
narrative unfolds.”

prove to Nigerians that this 
team is a winning team like 
Chelle said few days ago that 
all he want for this country 
is to win Gold , so the players 
and the coach must be fully 
determined to play very well 
against Portugal and Poland, 
" "The Super Eagles once play 
against Portugal under coach 
Pesiro where they beat us 4-0 
so Chelle must make sure 
they make a statement be-
cause some people are wait-
ing for him to fail and this 
time around he must prove 
them wrong .

Finally the coach said 
Nigeria playing against Tan-
zania, Guinea Bissau, and 
Madagascar in the 2027 AF-
CON qualifiers is never an 
easy ride for the Super Eagles 
because everybody has setup 
there games. "The Super Ea-
gles must be ready, we should 
remember Tanzania made it 
hard for Super Eagles to de-
fect them 2-1 at the AFCON 
in Morocco this year.

attention in England following 
his impressive performances 
between the sticks.

Forward Femi Azeez is 
also expected to be closely 
monitored after enjoying a 
productive campaign in En-
gland, while Owen Oseni’s 
invitation has further high-
lighted Chelle’s interest in ex-
panding Nigeria’s attacking 
options.

The inclusion of  several 
lesser-known players in camp 
is seen as part of  ongoing ef-
forts to widen the Super Eagles 
talent pool and identify players 
capable of  competing for regu-
lar places in the team.

The London camp also 
reflects the technical crew’s 
increasing attention to domes-
tic talents, with some invited 
players earning recognition 
after standout performances 
in local competitions.

Observers believe the Unity 
Cup could become an import-
ant platform for home-based 
players to prove their read-
iness for international foot-
ball and possibly force their 
way into future competitive 
squads.

Saturday’s opening 
training session was ex-
pected to focus on recovery 
exercises, tactical orienta-
tion and physical assess-
ment for the early arrivals 
following the end of  their 
club campaigns.

More invited players and of-
ficials are expected to arrive in 
London in the coming hours 
as preparations intensify for 
the competition.

The Unity Cup is anticipat-
ed to attract strong support 
from Nigerian football fans 
in the United Kingdom, with 
the tournament also offering 
the Super Eagles an opportu-
nity to improve cohesion and 
tactical understanding ahead 
of  upcoming international 
fixtures.
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I T O D E  A K A R I
PO RT  HA RCO U RT

The Nigerian Navy has kicked 
off  an educational outreach in 
Rivers State as part of  activities 
commemorating its 70th anni-
versary, distributing learning 
materials to schools across its 
host communities.

Organised by the Nigerian 
Navy Ship, NNS Pathfinder, on 
Friday, the outreach featured 
the donation of  educational sup-
plies including pens, customised 
exercise books, textbooks, white-
boards, markers, rulers, pencils, 
erasers, footballs, and other sport-
ing equipment to three schools 
across the state.

The beneficiary schools were 
Nigerian Navy Primary School, 
Borokiri in Port Harcourt City 
Local Government Area; Nigeri-
an Navy Primary School, Path-
finder; and Community Primary 

School, Mgbuodohia in
Rumuolumeni, Obio/Akpor 

Local Government Area.
Speaking during the event, 

the Commander, NNS Pathfind-
er, Commodore Mutalib Ibikunle 
Raji, said the initiative was aimed 
at promoting education among 
children, discouraging involve-
ment in criminal activities, and 
encouraging young people to pur-
sue meaningful and productive 
futures.

Represented by the First Lieu-
tenant of  NNS Pathfinder, Com-
mander Hassan Yahaya, Com-
modore Raji stated, “We visited 
three schools within our areas 
of  responsibility; Nigerian Navy 
Primary School, Pathfinder; Ni-
gerian Navy Primary School, 
Borokiri, and Community

Primary School, Mgbuodohia, 
to distribute educational materi-
als as our modest contribution to-
wards supporting the education 
of  the students.

Oba Olubayo Windapo Abidogun, Alara of Ara Kingdom (left); Tunji Olugbodi, Asiwaju of Ara Kingdom and Chairman, Ara 
Growth and Development Foundation (middle), and Ajibola Tajudeen Abiodun, Principal, Baptist Grammar School, Ara, during 
the presentation of N2.2m cheque to the principal to cover for the NECO fees of all SS3 students of the school, donated by the 
American Friends Association, a global NGO, recently in Ara, Osun State.

 SEYI TAIWO –OGUNTUASE
LAG OS

 The Rector of  the Ed-John Insti-
tute of  Management and Tech-
nology, Rev. Emmanuel Kayode, 
and a guest lecturer, Professor 
Isaac Onigbinde, have called for 
urgent reforms in Nigeria’s ed-
ucation and economic systems, 
stressing that excellence, inno-
vation, entrepreneurship and 
skills development are critical to 
national transformation.

They made the call at the 
maiden convocation ceremony 
of  the Ed-John Institute of  Man-
agement and Technology, held in 
Ikorodu, Lagos, where graduates 
were urged to position them-
selves as problem solvers, inno-
vators and job creators capable 

of  bridging Nigeria’s widening 
skills gap. 

In his convocation address 
titled, “Excellence, Innovation, 
and Enterprise: The Triad for 
National Transformation,” Kayo-
de said Nigeria could not achieve 
sustainable development on a 
“foundation of  mediocrity.”

 According to him, excellence 
in polytechnic education goes 
beyond academic grades and 
includes technical competence, 
practical training, integrity and 
resilience.

“The Nigerian economy 
cannot develop on a foundation 
of  mediocrity. Every ledger you 

balance, every software code you 
deploy, every business you man-
age, and every media campaign 
you design must meet standards 
that command respect in domes-
tic and international markets,” 
he said.

He urged the graduating stu-
dents not to wait for white-collar 
jobs, but to become employers 
of  labour capable of  supporting 
local industries and value chains.

“Do not wait for employment 
to come to you; create value for 
others, and employment will fol-
low,” he said.

Professor Onigbinde, Director, 
Research, Innovation and Devel-

opment, McPherson University, 
Seriki Sotayo, Ogun State, while  
delivering the convocation lec-
ture titled, “Nigeria’s Skill Gap 
is Real, Structural and Solvable: 
The Future-Proof  Economy 
Model,” described the country’s 
skills deficit as a major threat 
to economic growth and global 
competitiveness. 

He said recent statistics indi-
cate that about 40 per cent of  Ni-
geria’s workforce lacks the skills 
required by employers, while 
youth unemployment remains 
around 33 per cent despite the 
country’s large youth popu-
lation.

SEYI TAIWO -OGUNTUASE

Do Good Charity Initiative in 
partnership with Opay Limited 
has organised a Back-to-School 
outreach for 1,000 students in 
Osun State, providing learning 
materials and other educational 
support to beneficiaries drawn 
from six schools across the state.

The outreach, held at Oshog-
bo Grammar School, Osogbo, 
brought together students and 

teachers from six schools across 
the state, including students liv-
ing with disabilities.

Beneficiaries received es-
sential school materials such as 
school bags, water bottles, san-
dals, exercise books, socks, and 
other stationery items to sup-
port their learning and school 
resumption.

The schools that benefited 
from the outreach include; Os-
hogbo Grammar School, Salva-

tion Army Grammar School, 
Special Needs School, Olofa 
Grammar School, St George Pri-
mary School, and Union Baptist 
School.

The event, organised with the 
support of  the Osun State Educa-
tion Board, also featured cultur-
al displays and performances by 
students of  the host school.

Speaking at the event, Itoro 
Udo, CSR Project Manager at 
Opay limited, said the initiative 

reflects the company’s commit-
ment to creating sustainable 
opportunities for young Nige-
rians through investments in 
education and community de-
velopment.

According to him, the out-
reach forms part of  OPay’s broad-
er social impact efforts focused 
on education, skills development, 
and community empowerment.

“At OPay, we believe impact 
should go beyond temporary as-
sistance. Our goal is to support 
initiatives that create long-term 
access and opportunities for chil-
dren and communities.

S A M S O N  N WA F O R

The Vice Chancellor of  Ebonyi 
State University (EBSU), Profes-
sor Michael Ugota Awoke, has 
commended the Governor of  
Ebonyi State, Francis Ogbonna 
Nwifuru, for his contributions 
and reforms in the education 
sector, attributing many of  the 
institution’s recent achievements 
to the support of  the state govern-
ment.

Professor Awoke made the 
remarks during an award pre-
sentation ceremony organised 
by presidents of  student unions 
across institutions in the South-
East and South-South regions, 
where he was honored for his 
leadership and achievements as 
Vice Chancellor.

Speaking at the event, the 
EBSU vice chancellor said the 
progress recorded under his ad-
ministration was largely driven 
by the support and encourage-
ment received from Governor 

Nwifuru, the university’s gov-
erning council, and other stake-
holders.

“He encourages me and con-
tinues to support the growth of  
the university. We cannot take for 
granted the role he has played in 
ensuring that Ebonyi State Uni-
versity continues to make re-
markable progress,” Awoke said 
about Gov Nwifuru.

Awoke further and acknowl-
edged the contributions of  the 
university’s governing council 
and the Pro-Chancellor, Most Rev. 
Dr. Abraham Nwali, noting that 
their guidance and support have 
been instrumental in restoring 
peace, unity, and stability within 
the institution.

He stressed that his admin-
istration’s achievements should 
not be viewed as individual 
efforts, adding that collective 
support and commitment had 
contributed significantly to the 
successes recorded in the uni-
versity.

Experts Stress Excellence, Entrepreneurship As 
Key To Nigeria’s Transformation

OPay Partners Charity Group To Boost 
Access To Education In Osun State

EBSU VC Lauds Gov. Nwifuru’s 
Education Reforms, Bags Award

Nigerian Navy Marks 70th Anniversary 
With Educational Outreach In Rivers

M O H A M M E D A B U BA K A R
DA MAT U R U

In a significant political de-
velopment, critical stake-
holders from Yobe State 
have officially endorsed 

Alhaji Atiku Abubakar, the for-
mer Vice President of  Nigeria, 
as the presidential candidate of  
the African Democratic Con-
gress (ADC) for the 2027 general 
elections.

This endorsement came 
after a series of  extensive con-
sultations held statewide, aimed 
at preparing for the upcoming 
presidential primary scheduled 
for May 25 and 26, 2026.

The stakeholders’ unani-
mous decision reflects a compre-
hensive assessment of  various 
presidential aspirants, taking 

into consideration their indi-
vidual capacities, national ac-
ceptability, and their potential to

effectively challenge the 
ruling party’s candidate in the 
forthcoming elections.

The resolution, articulated in 
an official statement, emphasis-
es three pivotal reasons for the 
endorsement:

“Atiku Abubakar’s 
long-standing commitment to 
national development is high-
lighted, showcasing his exten-
sive experience in both public 
and private sectors. His history 
is marked by a clear record of  
competence and integrity, mak-
ing him a reliable choice for vot-
ers seeking effective

leadership.
“Abubakar is recognised for 

his ability to unite various re-
gions across Nigeria’s six geo-

political zones. His wide-reach-
ing support positions him as 
a strong candidate capable of  
bringing together a fragmented 
electorate at a time when nation-
al cohesion is paramount.

“With a wealth of  experience 
in governance and economic 
management, Abubakar is por-
trayed as the candidate equipped 
to confront Nigeria’s pressing 
socio-economic and security 
challenges. His leadership ex-
perience is viewed as essential 
for navigating the

complexities that the nation 
currently faces.”

The Yobe State Chapter of  the 
ADC called upon its members 
nationwide, emphasising that 
the upcoming elections present 
a crucial opportunity to unseat 
an incumbent government char-
acterised by a lack of  tolerance 

and allegations of  state capture 
of  public institutions.

The chapter firmly believes 
that Atiku Abubakar represents 
a credible and capable alterna-
tive to ensure a brighter future 
for Nigeria.

The endorsement was signed 
by key ADC leaders, including 
Adamu Maina Waziri, the State 
Party Leader; Alhaji Umar Kalli, 
the State Party Chairman; and 
Kassim Gana Gaidam, the gu-
bernatorial candidate represent-
ing all ADC candidates.

As the political landscape 
heats up in the lead-up to the 
primaries, the endorsement of  
Atiku Abubakar signifies a con-
certed effort among Yobe State 
stakeholders to galvanise sup-
port for a candidate they believe 
can deliver the change Nigeria 
desperately needs.

2027: Yobe Stakeholders Rally Support For Atiku 
Abubakar As ADC Presidential Candidate

NEWS

A N D R E W  U T U L U 
LAG OS 

The Nigeria Customs Ser-
vice (NCS) has emphasised 
the importance of  stronger 
collaboration, intelligence 
sharing, and inter-agency syn-
ergy in addressing terrorism 
financing, money laundering, 
wildlife trafficking, and other 
forms of  transnational organ-
ised crimes.

The Comptroller-General 
of  Customs, Adewale Adeni-
yi, made this known on  May 
21, 2026 during a study tour by 
participants of  the Operational 
Level Countering the Financ-
ing of  Terrorism and Regional 
Security Course 2 (CFTRSC 
- OPL2) from the National De-
fence College, held at the Cus-
toms Headquarters in Maitama, 
Abuja.

He commended the growing 
capacity development within 
the Service, as well as the partic-
ipation of  officers drawn from 
various formations across the 
country.

Adeniyi described Nigeria’s 
removal from the Financial Ac-
tion Task Force (FATF) grey list 
as a significant milestone that 
restored investor confidence 
and strengthened the country’s 
global financial standing.

He explained that, before Ni-
geria’s exit from the grey list, 
Nigerian-issued bank cards 
faced restrictions abroad, which 
affected international transac-
tions and the nation’s image.

According to him, the role 
of  Customs has evolved beyond 
revenue generation and border 
enforcement, noting that offenc-
es such as undervaluation, over-
valuation, wildlife trafficking, 
illicit movement of

African resources, and other 
trade-based violations now con-
stitute major financial crimes.

He further disclosed on-
going collaboration with the 
Federal Airports Authority of  
Nigeria (FAAN), the Nigeria 
Financial Intelligence Unit 
(NFIU), and airline operators 
on automated currency decla-
ration systems.

Nigeria Customs Strengthens Inter-Agency 
Fight Against Transnational Crimes
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“Dulce et decorum est pro patria mori 
(Latin): Translation: “It is sweet and hon-
ourable to die for your country.” Horace, 
65-8 B.C.

“They wrote in the old days that it is sweet 
and fitting to die for one’s country. But in 
the modern day, there is nothing sweet nor 
fitting in your dying. You will die like a 
dog for no good reason.” – Ernest Hem-
mingway, 1891-1961, VANGUARD BOOK 
OF QUOTATIONS, p. 267.

Latin was taught to us at 
Igbobi College until late 
960s. It was also taught in 
several mission schools, 

as well as, Kings College and 
Government Colleges. Sooner or 
later, we stumbled on the famous 
quotation by Horace. It was very 
inspiring then. When the Roman 
writer, philosopher and satirist 
wrote those words in 23 B.C, the 
world was still relatively in its 
infancy. War was glamorized; 
and the greatest thing any young 
man could do was to fight for his 
country; and possibly, die for her. 
Fallen heroes were accorded a lot 
of  honors and their orphans and 
widows were taken care of  by the 
society their head of  family de-
fended with his life – at least for 
those married. By the beginning 
of  the twentieth century, and es-
pecially, after the Second World 
War, armed conflict had become 
so common that Hemmingway 
and several others had started to 
question the validity of  Horace’s 
assertion. 

World War I, 1914-1918, took away 
almost 20 million souls, soldiers 
and civilians. The carnage was so 
unprecedented; world leaders, at 
the time, called it “the war to end 
all wars”. It was self-delusion at its 
worst. World War II, 1936-1945, fol-
lowed eighteen years after; and over 
fifty million perished; including 
over two million Japanese, killed by 
America in less than a week; and 
six million Jews cremated by Hitler 
and roughly ten million Russians 
and East Europeans – not counting 
Germans, English, French, Italian, 
Danish and Americans; as well as 
Africans. One of  America’s most 
decorated Generals left a message 
carved on stone for all of  us. By then 
dying for your country was no lon-
ger fashionable. President Trump 
dogged the draft which would have 
sent him to Viet Nam. The bloody 
coward is now fighting another 
war – from the safety of  the White 
House.

“The object of  war is not to die for your 
country, but, to make the other bastard 
die for his”. US General George S Patton, 
1885-1945.

The truth remains this: a soldier 

is employed to kill for his country; 
not to die for her. He is a failure if  
he dies; and the higher the rank the 
higher the cost to the country. It re-
quires millions of  naira to train a 
Brigadier-General. Losing one such 
high-ranking officer, in a tank which 
malfunctioned at a critical point in 
combat, constitutes a national in-
dictment of  all of  his superior offi-
cers. Predictably, they have resorted 
to crocodile tears.

CROCODILE TEARS AND HOW WE GET 
THEM KILLED

2025: Army gets 7% disbursement 
for security equipment.

Presidential fleet takes priority 
over NAF’s aircraft maintenance – 
Daily Trust, April 20, 2026

“It is the wisdom of  the croc-
odiles that shed tears; when they 
would devour.” – Francis Bacon, 
1561-1626.

 Nigerian elected officials are 
masters at shedding crocodile tears 
after major disasters to which they 
might have contributed in one way 
or another. Nigeria’s crushing inse-
curity is a classic case study in offi-
cial complicity in the death of  our 
men in uniform.

I have waited several days; ex-
pecting the Presidency, or the Min-
istry of  Defence, or the National 
Security Adviser to the President, 
to send a strong rejoinder to the 
Daily Trust report – which has 
done nothing short of  accusing 
government of  being complicit in 

the loss of  lives among our men in 
uniform. None came. Surely, our 
leaders in Abuja are aware that “si-
lence means consent”. Silence is not 
golden when a government is being 
accused of  sending its men in uni-
form into battle as cannon fodder. It 
is extremely difficult to understand 
how the government of  a nation at 
war can justify release of  less than 
ten percent of  its capital budget to 
the Army – which bears the brunt 
of  the risks involved in confronting 
several well-funded and well-armed 
enemies at once.

The revelation that the “pres-
idential fleet takes priority over 
NAF’s aircraft maintenance” has 
reinforced Hemmingway’s pro-
nouncement that “there is nothing 
good or fitting in dying…You die like 
a dog; you die for nothing” – while 
top officials of  government and the 
military shed crocodile tears over a 
death they might have caused, delib-
erately or inadvertently. Interesting-
ly, the former Minister of  Finance, 
Wale Edun, was reportedly sacked, 
not because he under-funded the 
armed forces and endangered our 
collective security, but, because he 
failed to disburse funds for two ques-
tionable roads awarded to cronies 
of  those in power. Roads that have 
not yet been completed take prece-
dent over the lives of  living men in 
arms!!!

“B/HARAM, ISWAP TERRORISTS: 
How Nigeria lost four generals, four col-

onels in five years” – VANGUARD, April 
19, 2026.

Nothing demonstrates the pen-
chant for official crocodile tears bet-
ter than the dishonest, self-deceptive 
and self-consoling statement – “your 
sacrifices will never be forgotten”. 
The Sunday paper article by Matilda 
Ikediobi, listed ten senior army of-
ficers who lost their lives in the last 
five years. Even, as an avid reader 
of  Nigerian newspapers, I must con-
fess to remembering only the last 
two. How many Nigerians remem-
ber them? For that matter, can the 
Commander-In-Chief, C-I-C, remem-
ber their names? The truth be told: 
they are quickly forgotten – even in 
Aso Rock.

Braimah’s death however, points 
to how the nation’s leaders contrib-
ute to their deaths. He jumped into 
the tank with full expectations that 
it was in good condition. Tanks are 
two-edged swords; they are devas-
tating when they work; they become 
deadly traps if  anything goes wrong. 
It would have taken Braimah less 
than the time it has taken you to 
read this sentence to realize that 
he has made the last mistake on 
earth. Why did the tank fail to re-
spond and perhaps save, not only his 
life, but the situation? In any other 
well-governed nation, a major en-
quiry would have been underway to 
answer the question.

What followed a few days after is 
even more revealing of  the insincer-
ity of  the tears.

744 BANDITS GLAMORISED – A DIRTY 
SLAP IN THE FACE
“Doesn’t anybody on this team know how 
to play this game”. – US Baseball Coach 
after his team lost the seventeenth game 
in a row. 

So many blunders have been 
committed by the FG, Army Chiefs 
and the National Security Advisers 
to Presidents to warrant that ques-
tion. There must be a method to the 
discernible madness which only 
those making important decisions 
know about. I might not have gone 
far in school, but, confusion is the 
mildest word to express the bewil-
dering measures governments have 
been taking since B/Haram first 
emerged; followed by herdsmen as 
nationwide terrorists.

A few days after shedding their 
crocodile tears over Braimah and 
others, the same FG and top military 
brass was shaking hands with 744 
bandits, called repentant, and cel-
ebrating their return to their com-
munities with uniforms and cash in 
their pockets.

Nigerians should have expect-
ed that open slap in the faces of  
the men in uniform. Earlier, the 
Chief  of  Defence Staff  had called 

the bandits “prodigal sons” and the 
National Security Adviser regarded 
them as “our brothers”. With such 
warped mindsets at the top, coupled 
with Matawele’s admission that 
N900 million was paid to terrorists, 
when he was Governor of  Zamfara 
State, is there any wonder that those 
unfortunate boys are being betrayed 
by those they should trust? The real 
prodigal son wasted his own money; 
bandits waste other peoples’ lives. 
And, no real brother kills members 
of  his family.

RAMS OR SCHOOL FEES: GREATEST 
DILEMMA OF 2026
“An ethical choice is seldom a selection 
between right and wrong, but, a choice 
in the grey area of  right.” Daniel H Sweet, 
1975, VBQ p. 50.

 Last week in my article, “Nige-
rian Festivals turned to Funerals 
since 2015”, the point was made 
that as the four annual festivals – 
two Islamic and two Christian – we 
no longer worry about feasting. 
Instead everybody is concerned 
about terrorists striking on the day 
of  merriment. I deliberately held 
back another reason why there is 
no more joy in those festivals – es-
pecially since 2015.

 Increasing poverty nationwide 
has made it impossible for most 
young families, with kids still in 
school, from participating fully in 
celebrations. Among the groups 
I spend time with are young men 
in that category. Most are self-em-
ployed; while the rest are civil ser-
vants. Something unprecedented 
has happened this year. The ram 
killing festival is expected around 
the second week of  May. Ram prices 
are over the roof. At about the same 
time, school fees, for the third term 
are due. Fees have skyrocketed. 
Usually, by now at least half  of  the 
members would have bought rams. 
That was bad enough. Virtually all 
of  them are faced with the same 
dilemma – buy ram or pay school 
fees?

It is a heart-wrenching decision 
for those who have, hitherto, mea-
sured their social worth in terms 
of  doing both. One young man, at 
a watering hole, where few now 
buy drinks, voiced their collective 
pains. “How do I tell my children 
that there will be no ram this year 
or their school fees will not be 
paid?”

 Certainly, our lives have funda-
mentally changed for the worse in 
many respects since 2015, and there 
is little hope for relief  any time soon.

“Be careful what you ask for; you 
might get it and not like it.” That 
was a sage’s advice.

Follow me on Facebook @ J Israel Biola.

How Government Betrays The Military

Bola Tinubu


